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Summary:
The reporting officer attended this meeting on behalf of the IPPC Secretariat.  The purpose of the meeting was to formulate a new draft of an international standard for phytosanitary measures on the on Guidelines for consignments in transit.  The meeting was assisted by the Latvian State Plant Protection Service and the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO) and hosted in the Hotel Rolands, Riga, Latvia.

Introduction

Transit of consignments of regulated articles is a measure which facilitates trade, since it allows consignments to be transported more rapidly and at less expense without application of the usual procedures at import and re-export. Countries should therefore evaluate whether they can allow a modification of import procedures for consignments of regulated articles in transit, provided adequate alternative simpler procedures are followed which adequately reduce risk. 

The Expert Working Group (EWG) endeavored to develop a draft ISPM to provide guidance on appropriate procedures, particularly in relation to those which are in any case applied to consignments in transit for customs purposes. Such procedures were evaluated to assure that they provided adequate protection to the ultimate importing country from any phytosanitary risks arising in the country of transit. 

This standard recommends procedures to be followed in countries of transit, to allow consignments of regulated articles to pass in transit under procedures less stringent than those for import and re-export. 

Discussion
Mr. Larson opened the meeting on behalf of the IPPC Secretariat and introduced the experts.  Mr. Arnitis welcomed the experts to Latvia and logistics were explained.  Mr. Smith was chosen as the chair of the meeting. Mr. Larson explained the roles of the Steward, the chair and the Secretariat and then turned the meeting over to the chair.

Mr. Arnitis reviewed the specification for this draft standard, outlining the tasks that the EWG would need to undertake in the next few days.

Mr. Ormrod explained the NAPPO Guidelines for the development of transit provisions.  This was followed by the description of the transit process in the 3 NAPPO countries.  It was noted that commodity, areas and pests need to be considered when looking at consignments in transit.

Other background documents which were originally presented at the 12th and 13th Technical Consultation among RPPOs were reviewed by Mr. Smith.

Mr. Schollaart who was unable to make the start of the meeting presented his paper on consignments in transit in the afternoon.

Transit systems in several countries were outlined, explaining both the Custom’s and the NPPO’s transit systems.

The meeting then moved into open discussion.  Important points were recorded on a flip chart and would later be incorporated into the draft standard as it was developed. It was decided to use the NAPPO guidelines as a template and modify the document to create a draft international standard.

The EWG noted that in ISPM No. 12, Guidelines for Phytosanitary Certificates , that the text in 3.3 Transit, paragraph 1, 2nd sentence states “If however, the consignment is exposed to infestation or contamination by pests, the NPPO should issue a phytosanitary certificate.”.  The EWG suggested that the text be changed when this ISPM is revised.  It was suggested that replacing the “should” with “may” would be more appropriate as a phytosanitary certificate may only be issued if the consignment meets the import requirements..
Conclusion
The discussions proceeded without major controversy.  The group was generally satisfied with the draft and it was decided that the draft would be formatted and distributed for additional comments by e-mail, no additional comments were received.

The reporting officer thanked Latvia and EPPO for assisting with local arrangements and providing logistical support to the meeting.  The experts were commended for their professionalism and cooperation.

On the last half day of the meeting staff from the Latvian State Plant Protection Service took the working group on a tour of a wood packaging facility and review how Latvia has implemented ISPM No. 15.
Brent Larson
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