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Development of the Phytosanitary Certification System – Based 
on ISPM 7 
 

The IPPC states in its Article V.1:  

Each contracting party shall make arrangements for phytosanitary certification, 

with the objective of ensuring that exported plants, plant products and other 

regulated articles and consignments thereof are in conformity with the certifying 

statement ….  

 

Contracting parties should develop and maintain a phytosanitary certification 

system for certifying compliance of plants, plant products and other regulated 

articles with the phytosanitary import requirements of importing contracting 

parties as well as their freedom from regulated pests.  

 

The system for the issuance of phytosanitary certificates includes the components 

of legal authority, administrative and operational responsibilities, resources and 

infrastructure, documentation, communication and system review.  
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Development of the Phytosanitary Certification System – Based 
on ISPM 7 
 
The NPPO should have the capability to undertake the following functions:  
  

•document and maintain the information regarding the phytosanitary 
import requirements and provide instructions to personnel  
•perform inspection, sampling and testing detect and identify pests   
•perform, supervise or audit the required phytosanitary treatments  
•perform surveys and control activities  
•complete and issue phytosanitary certificates 
•produce operational instructions  
•archive copies of issued phytosanitary certificates and other documents  
•implement safeguards against potential problems such as conflicts of 
interest and fraudulent issuance 
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Land 
borders  
9.376 km 
 
 
Coast line 
5.117 km 



 
Phytosanitary Certification System - Main Functions 
 
 
 Maintaining the Import Requirements 
 

Web based, available to the public   
Currently, contains 4,639 valid import requirements 

 
 Facilitating Inspector's task through knowing in real time 

the official import requirements in order to guarantee the 
compliance of obligations specified in ISPM 12 Phytosanitary 
certificates 
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Phytosanitary Certification System - Main Functions 
 
 Issuance of Phytosanitary Certificates in paper (and re-export 
Phytos, attachment to phytosanitary certificates, annexed Notes) 

 
Phytosanitary Certificates are required by exporters 
 They are approved and issued by the Argentinean NPPO 
Web Platform 

 
 Tracking of all the information that support the Phytosanitary 
Certificates in Real Time 

 
 Safeguard Measures for the paper used for Phytosanitary 
Certificates  
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Phytosanitary Certification System - Main Functions 
 
 The System  is adapted to: 

 
Different kind of consignment and different way of trade: 

Grains (Bulks), fruits, cut flowers (perishable), seeds, wood.  
 

Different type of transportation: Terrestrial (trucks, 
containers, trains) , Aerial (airplaine), Maritime and river 
(vessels, barge) 
 

Different place of issuance: Airports, ports, land borders. 
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Phytosanitary Certification System - Secondary Functions 
 

 Payments management 

 Certified copies management 

Growing season inspection reports 

 Lab analysis requests 

 Record of Lab analysis and growing season inspection results 

 Statistical data 

 All in the Real Time 
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Phytosanitary Certification System - Phytosanitary certificates 
issued 
 
 100% of the Phytosanitary Certificates registered by the system since 
October 2012 (402.281) 

 
  99.8% Created through the system (401.304) 

 
  0.2% Created manually and then introduced into the system (977) 

 2014 2015 (10 months) 

System 125.841 110.487 

Manual 293 226 

Total 126.134 110.713 
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System users 
 
External users: 7.475 (in the last year) 

 
 Authentication of external users provided by the federal 
 administration of public revenue organization 

 
Internal users: 769 

 
Offices where the phytosanitary Certification is issued: 77 
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Unique Code for Electronic Validation (CUVE) 
 
All documents (e.g. import permits, phytosanitary certificates) 
issued by the Argentinean NPPO contain a Unique Code to allow 
Electronic Validation (CUVE) 
 
In order to validate a document, users can go to 
http://www.senasa.gov.ar/vdc  and  enter the code 
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Unique Code for Electronic Validation (CUVE) 
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Unique Code for Electronic Validation (CUVE) 
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ePhyto in Argentina 
 
The Argentinean NPPO is currently not yet creating and 
exchanging electronic certificates (ePhytos)  
 
Once the ePhyto Hub is developed and working… 
 
 
From here        to there 
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ePhyto in Argentina 
 
 
 

The Argentinean NPPO will adjust the National 
Phytosanitary Certification System in a short term to 

begin to exchange first ePhyto during 2016 
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Thank you 
 

Diego Quiroga 
E-mail: dquiroga@senasa.gob.ar 
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