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• Nearly 20 years experience in the container industry

• 7 years as an independent Safety and Security Consultant

• Author of ILO report “Safety in the supply chain in relation to 

packing of containers”

• Consultant author of “IMO / ILO / UN ECE Code of Practice for 

the packing of cargo transport units (CTU Code)”

• Research into container gross mass, eccentricity and declared 

mass in containers

• Expert witness and incident investigator

• IMO working group member



CPM-11 Special topics session on sea containers - April 7th 2016

An introduction to the Code
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An introduction to the Code

It is also available online:

https://www2.unece.org/wiki/display/TransportSustainableCTUCode/CTU+Code

https://www2.unece.org/wiki/display/TransportSustainableCTUCode/CTU+Code
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How can the CTU Code help?

Containers are cleaned and decontaminated at depots.

• The only opportunity for full inspection and cleaning is at repair depots;

• Not all containers pass through a repair depot very trip;

• The most likely points for contamination are pack points;

• Shipping companies have no control over pack points or terminal operations.

Mike Downes Maersk Line

4.2.1 The CTU operator is responsible for providing CTUs that: 

Are clean, free of cargo residues, noxious materials,

plants, plant products and visible pests.
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How can the CTU Code help?

Containers are cleaned and decontaminated at depots.

• The only opportunity for full inspection and cleaning is at repair depots;

• Not all containers pass through a repair depot very trip;

• The most likely points for contamination are pack points;

• Shipping companies have no control over pack points or terminal operations.

Mike Downes Maersk Line

4.2.1 The CTU operator is responsible for providing CTUs that: 

Are clean, free of cargo residues, noxious materials,

plants, plant products and visible pests.

Containers may be re-contaminated any time afterwards

• Where the container is placed on the ground;

• Where the doors are open and material (cargo and debris) is

being moved into the container.
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The Code of Practice

"Both guidelines and codes of practice are instruments that,

without being binding nor imposing legal obligations upon

member states, provide guidance to governments,

employers and workers concerning a particular sector. They

may be distinguished as follows. While guidelines aim to

provide broad orientations, codes of practice are typically

more detailed and technical. Codes of practice are intended

to assist governments and employers' and workers'

organizations in drawing up regulations and can thus be

used as models for national legislation."

How can the CTU Code help?
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Other tools available….
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Benefits of other tools

• The CTU Code provides the backbone to the minimising 

pest movement by sea containers;

• It can be used to form the basis of national legislation;

• It is a joint publication of the three UN bodies, and all 

need to participate in any changes.

• Other publications are easier to modify to keep up with 

modern practices and requirements;

• Other formats such as the “Pack it in”  series of 

roadshows permits a greater awareness of the CTU Code 

and its contents.
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Benefits of other tools

The “other tools” could define and

expand on the measures and specific

methods and practices to minimise the

risk of recontamination.
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Outcomes and observations
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For those that have,

thank you for listening
Bill Brassington

ETS Consulting

bill.brassington@ets-consulting.org

www.ets-consulting.org

“A well known lawyer, now a judge, once grouped witnesses into three classes: simple liars, 

damned liars and experts”

Nature Magazine November 26th 1885


