Specification No. 12

Title: Low pest prevalence

Reason for the standard: The concept of areas of low pest prevalence is addressed in the IPPC and the WTO-SPS Agreement and the standard should take into account provisions for areas of low pest prevalence as well as least trade restrictive measures under both the IPPC and the WTO-SPS Agreement. Relevant guidance in existing ISPMs should also be considered, including ISPMs No. 4, 6, 8 and 14 (see references below). Other ISPMs, such as ISPM No. 9 (Guidelines for pest eradication programmes) and ISPM No 10 (Requirements for the establishment of pest free places of production and pest free production sites), will also need to be taken into account in considering the concept.

Scope and purpose: The standard is to provide guidance on the application of the concept of areas of low pest prevalence in the context of the application of phytosanitary measures, particularly in pest risk management and its relationship to the use of least trade restrictive measures. The standard should explore the concept of areas of low pest prevalence and provide guidance on the application of the concept.

Tasks:

The overall task is to provide guidance on the application of the concept of areas of low pest prevalence for phytosanitary purposes.

In particular, attention should be given to:

1.  an explanation of the concept and its relevance for plant protection;

2.  criteria for defining, describing and determining areas of low pest prevalence;

3.  consideration of the need for guidance on surveillance, monitoring and maintenance procedures with a view to establishing, maintaining and verifying areas of low pest prevalence and to use these in pest risk management;

4.  consideration of regulatory concepts such as

-
relationship to PFA and pest free places of production,

-
role of phytosanitary procedures such as pest suppression, monitoring, emergency planning and response to an outbreak,

-
suspension, termination and reinstatement of areas;

5.  consideration of the relationship of official control and the areas of low pest prevalence;

6.  consideration of situations where this standard may or may not apply;

7.  consideration of the relevance of the concept to regulated non-quarantine pests;

8.  ensuring consistency with other ISPMs and the concept as mentioned in the WTO-SPS Agreement (Art. VI).

Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) [partially funded by NAPPO] except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.

Proposed work programme: to be determined.

Steward: Narcy Klag

Collaborator: NAPPO

Expertise: A working group of 5-7 phytosanitary experts having familiarity with phytosanitary systems, ISPMs or surveillance, monitoring or eradication programmes for regulated pests.

Participants: to be determined

Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its Fifth Session, April 2003. Specification modified by the SC-7 in May 2003, and then following SC-20 comments obtained by e-mail.

References: 

IPPC 1997; WTO-SPS Agreement; ISPM No. 4: Requirements for the establishment of pest free areas; ISPM No. 6: Guidelines for surveillance; ISPM No. 8: Determination of pest status in an area; ISPM No. 14: The use of integrated measures in a systems approach for pest risk management; NAPPO draft standard (on web site).
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