
Specification No. 24

Title: Post-entry quarantine facilities

Reason for the standard: 

There is often a need for countries to import organisms for research or to supply new genetic plant material. However, such material has the potential to harbor plant pests and intentional importation can present a risk to plant health. Containment facilities are required during testing for potential pests in order to prevent the escape of such pests while plants are grown or organisms are multiplied.

Scope and purpose: 
This standard provides information on the design and operation of containment facilities at different security levels where organisms, including plants and biocontrol agents, can be grown in an environment where there is minimal potential for the escape of pests. 

Tasks: 
The Expert Working Group (EWG) should:
1. discuss the overall systems (administrative and technical aspects) which would provide different levels of security required to manage post-entry quarantine and identify possible topics for future ISPMs;
2. discuss and determine what post-entry quarantine facilities are (i.e. contained field (fenced), laboratory, greenhouse). Develop guidelines for the safe handling of organisms, including plants and biocontrol agents, for research and possible release;
3. develop comprehensive lists of conditions for laboratories, glasshouses etc. for different levels of security. For instance, growing plants with air-borne fungi may require strict containment requirements such as negative pressure and sealed doors and windows (high containment facility), while a facility importing exotic nematodes for research may only require minimal security and only deal with control of water and waste material (low containment facility);
4. develop different requirements for different needs of infrastructure and expertise;
5. develop specifications of different requirements, where appropriate. For instance, seals, doors, window screens, windows, furnishings, heating/cooling systems, disposal/sanitation etc.;
6. elaborate on security measures such as signage, controlling access and plans for dealing with breaches that could result in unintentional releases.

Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.
Steward: Beatriz Melcho (Uruguay).
Collaborators: To be determined.

Expertise of EWG: Interest and expertise in phytosanitary systems for import of organisms, including plants and biocontrol agents, and knowledge of relevant aspects of other standards. The experts should have practical expertise in post-entry quarantine facilities. 5-7 international phytosanitary experts.
Participants: To be determined.
Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its sixth session in April 2004. Specification reviewed by the extraordinary working group of the Standards Committee meeting in July 2004 and approved by the SC in November 2004.
References: 
· National manuals and legislation; 
· Relevant ISPMs (including revised ISPM No. 3, draft or approved); 
· Regional standards and texts.
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