SPECIFICATION No. 30

Title: Guidelines for the recognition of pest free areas and areas of low pest prevalence

Reason for the standard: During ICPM-7 it was agreed that general guidance for the recognition of pest free areas (PFAs) and areas of low pest prevalence (ALPPs) (referred to as regionalization) should be developed.
Scope and purpose: The standard will outline the main criteria for the recognition of PFAs and ALPPs. Furthermore it will provide guidance on the process that may need to be followed by both the importing and exporting countries for recognition of such areas. This is to ensure that importing and exporting countries have appropriate guidance on the activities required under the IPPC and its standards, that exporting countries can achieve recognition of regionalization without undue delay while importing countries can continue to maintain their appropriate level of protection.
This standard will not include specified timelines for the steps outlined within the general guidance.
Tasks:

The EWG should:

1.
identify, in the background of the standard, the main issues related to recognition of regionalization that falls within the ambit of IPPC, OIE and WTO-SPS; 
2.
identify and describe the relevant situations for which guidance on recognition of PFAs and ALPPs is required. This may include situations where countries set up such areas based on general surveillance or other requirements and make the required information available to their trading partners only, or where the recognition of such areas requires a detailed bilateral process

3.
develop a process flow chart that outlines the major steps and criteria required for recognition of a PFA or ALPP for such situations, and make use of case studies from countries that have experience with such situations.
4.
specify what needs to happen  the major steps in such situations. This guidance may include:

a.
the type of the request by the exporting country that the importing country considers and recognizes a PFA or ALPP;
b.
the nature of the acknowledgement the importing country provides to the exporting country and information on the procedures to be undertaken by the importing country for the evaluation and recognition of the PFA or ALPP including any regulation establishment.
c.
the information package on the establishment, maintenance and monitoring of the PFA or ALPP developed by the exporting country and made available or submitted to the importing country for recognition of the PFA or ALPP;
d.
reference to standards concerning the evaluation and assessment of PFAs or ALPPs;
e.
the form and content of requests for additional information to complete the evaluation by the importing country;
f.
possible guidance on the systems used to verify that the PFA or ALPP are maintained;
g.
description of the documentation needed for the systems.

5.
describe the process for providing progress updates between the parties, so information on the progress to achieve recognition is transparently available.
6.
The EWG may analyze the relationship and similarities of this standard with the recognition of pest free places of production and pest free production sites. It may propose an integration of guidance on the recognition of such places into the standard.

Provision of resources: To be determined.
Steward: Diego Quiroga.
Collaborator: None.
Expertise: Experience in the development and recognition of PFAs and ALPPs ; experience in phytosanitary regulation ; experience in bilateral discussions ; expertise from a variety of disciplines.
Participants: . . 6-8 experts
Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its seventh session in April 2005. Specification approved by the SC in April 2005.
References: Report of the open-ended working group on regionalization (Appendix XII of the report of ICPM-7, 2005).
