Specification No. 14

Title: Guidelines for formatting specific diagnostic protocols for regulated pests

Reason for the standard: The ICPM-5 identified the need for international guidance on specific diagnostic protocols and wished to provide a fast-track process, when appropriate, for their adoption. This standard will provide a template for the presentation of information in a consistent manner.

Scope and purpose: This standard provides the format/template for specific diagnostic protocols to be developed as international standards. Specific diagnostic protocols for regulated pests provide all the information necessary for a named pest to be detected and positively identified.

Specific diagnostic protocols briefly present pests and then gives details on the detection, identification, comparison with similar species, requirements for a positive diagnosis, list of institutes or individuals where further information on that organism can be obtained, references (on the diagnosis, detection/extraction method, test methods).

Tasks:

1.  Review EPPO and NAPPO templates for specific diagnostic protocol and other related documents.

2.  Develop a standardized format for specific diagnostic protocols for the ICPM.

3.  Suggest a format and description of each heading and its contents.

4.  Consider providing an example that illustrates the use of the template in an appendix.

5.  Ensure provision of flexibility within specific protocols for a range of methodologies for different situations.

Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.

Proposed work programme: to be determined.[Possible consideration for this standard to be developed by e-mail.]

Steward: Asna Booty Othman

Expertise: 5-7 participants comprised primarily of diagnostic experts from a variety of disciplines, and to include practical expertise in phytosanitary procedures.

Participants: to be determined

Approval: Specification modified by the SC-7 working group in May 2003, and then following SC-20 comments obtained by e-mail.

References: EPPO "Suggested format and content of a diagnostic protocol" (presented as a working document to SC-7 in May 2003); NAPPO template.
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