
Specification No. 16

Title: Alternatives to methyl bromide.
Reason for the standard: 
With restrictions on the use of methyl bromide (MB) and decreasing availability of MB, alternative strategies for quarantine purposes are needed.

Scope and purpose: 
A guidance document will be produced to provide the framework for the consideration of the development of specifications for a standard on alternatives to MB. 
Tasks: 
1.  Develop a guidance document for strategies on the replacement of MB for phytosanitary treatments, to be used as further guidance for a future standard. 
2.  Note any problems or concerns anticipated by the application of alternatives to MB in practice.
3.  Identify the main pests that are dependent on MB as a quarantine treatment.
4.  Design a format for treatments. 

5.  Develop a process for submission of treatments through the Technical Panel on treatments to the Standards Committee.
Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.
Proposed work programme: To be determined.
Steward: Mohammad Katbeh Bader (Jordan)
Assistant steward: Steve Côté (Canada)
Collaborators: To be determined.

Expertise: A working group of 4-5 experts having familiarity with phytosanitary systems, MB and other related quarantine treatments. 
Participants: To be determined.
Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its sixth session, April 2004. Specification approved by the Standards Committee, April 2004.
References: ISPM No. 9 (Guidelines for pest eradication programmes); ISPM No. 14 (The use of integrated measures in a systems approach for pest risk management); ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade) and ISPM No. 18 (Guidelines for the use of irradiation as a phytosanitary measure); UNDP for alternatives to MB; Montreal Protocol.
