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1. Opening of the meeting
1.1
Welcome by the IPPC Secretariat
[1] The IPPC Secretariat (here in after “the secretariat”) opened the meeting and welcomed all participants to the fifth session of the 34th meeting of the Technical Consultation among Regional Plant Protection Organizations (TC-RPPO).
[2] Osama EL-LISSY, IPPC Secretary, thanked Diego QUIROGA, the outgoing chairperson of the TC-RPPO, for his wisdom and insight during his tenure. The Secretary welcomed incoming TC-RPPO chairperson, Stephanie BLOEM, and said he looked forward to working together to advance the work plan of the TC-RPPO. The IPPC Secretary also thanked the other members of the TC-RPPO for their time, expertise and important contributions to fulfilling the mission of the IPPC to preserve food security and facilitate safe trade.
[3] The Secretary said that he looked forward to welcoming all members to the forthcoming Seventeenth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM-17), the first in-person session since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
[4] Regarding the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) request to become a regional plant protection organization (RPPO), the Secretary said that, following meetings held in June 2022 at FAO headquarters in Rome with ECOWAS, the Inter-African Phytosanitary Council (IAPSC), the African Union, the CPM Chairperson and the secretariat, a tentative agreement had been reached to develop an African Phytosanitary Programme (APP) that would allay ECOWAS concerns that had prompted it to pursue the establishment of an RPPO. Stipulated in the agreement was that the secretariat would engage with the ECOWAS Commission and the African Union Commission to develop the programme. While engagement with the ECOWAS Commission was still pending, the African Union Commissioner was very supportive of the APP, and said that it could be used to deliver the Plant Health Strategy for Africa that had been adopted by all 54 African Union member countries in 2022. The African Union had asked the secretariat to form a partnership to further the development and implementation of the APP.
[5] The Secretary clarified that the African Union Commission did not support the ECOWAS request to establish a RPPO separate from IAPSC, and added that the matter was one to be resolved between ECOWAS and the African Union internally and that the matter should not be brought before the CPM until the parties had resolved their differences. One member thanked the secretariat for its efforts to dialogue with the parties. The members said that the TC-RPPO had been tasked with determining if ECOWAS met the criteria for RPPO membership, which it did, and said that ECOWAS would be welcomed as a future RPPO, should that be the outcome of ECOWAS–African Union discussions. 
[6] The representative from EPPO said that ECOWAS meets all minimum requirements and actual functions that are needed for an RPPO and that nine RPPOs had agreed in previous meetings that ECOWAS met the criteria to be a new RPPO. The chairperson noted that additional an RPPO      could be beneficial to deepening cooperation and coordination among countries. 
[7] On the question of an agenda item at CPM-17 for the issue of an ECOWAS RPPO, the Secretary said that the preference of the CPM Chairperson was to address the issue in the Secretary’s Report in CPM17.   
[8] The Secretary thanked the Organismo Internacional Regional de Sanidad Agropecuaria (OIRSA) and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for their prompt reporting of a Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. cubense tropical race 4 (TR4) outbreak. Working with the national plant protection organization (NPPO) and other stakeholders, FAO and the IPPC were quickly able to mobilize a team and resources to help contain, suppress and deal with the outbreak in the most effective way. The chairperson said that Fusarium TR4 was a pest of major concern for the Americas, and welcomed the support of FAO and the IPPC to address the outbreak.
[9] The Secretary noted that the 35th meeting of the TC-RPPO was planned in Colombia in October or November 2023, and said that the secretariat was ready to provide the necessary support to ensure that the meeting was a success. 
[10] The TC-RPPO:
(1) Asked the IPPC Secretary to note in his report to CPM-17 the support of RPPOs to the ECOWAS request to establish an      RPPO.
1.2
Welcome by the TC-RPPO Chairperson
[11] Diego QUIROGA, President of the Comité de Sanidad Vegetal del Cono Sur (COSAVE) and chairperson of the 34th meeting of the TC-RPPO, welcomed all participants to the meeting.
2.
Meeting arrangements 
2.1
Selection of the rapporteur
[12] COSAVE representative Melisa NEDILSKYJ volunteered to be the rapporteur for the meeting.
2.2 
Adoption of the agenda
[13] TC-RPPO members adopted the agenda as presented in Appendix 1 to the present report.
2.2 
Introduction of the participants
[14] The secretariat welcomed Mohamed Habib BEN JAMAA, the new Executive Director of the Near East Plant Protection Organization (NEPPO), to the TC-RPPO.
3. 
Administrative matters
3.1 
Document list
[15] The documents for the meeting are presented in Appendix 2.
3.2
Participant list
[16] The participants in attendance are listed in Appendix 3.
4.  
Technical issues
4.1
Draft templates for communication of regional events and for collaboration 
regarding pests of interest
[17] A representative from COSAVE introduced a draft template for communication of regional events and a draft template for collaboration regarding pests of interests that their RPPO had prepared to address recurrent challenges faced by RPPOs.
[18] The draft template for collaboration regarding pests of interest would allow information to be shared on pest that are of interest to three or more RPPOs. One member asked if the draft template was intended to share detailed, country-specific information, which might be difficult for some RPPOs to collect. The representative said the intent was to share general information on pests as a first step; if RPPOs then needed additional details, they could follow up directly themselves.
[19] The intent was to collect the information on regional pests of interest following each meeting of the TC-RPPO to identify those that are of interest to multiple RPPOs.
[20] The draft template for communication of regional events was designed to share information on events, webinars and workshops that could be of interest across regions. One member said that it would be beneficial if the form included an open-ended option to indicate eligibility to participate in the event. Another member said it would be beneficial if the form indicated whether the outcomes of the event would be publicly available.
[21] The TC-RPPO was invited to make suggestions to improve the draft templates in order to agree on final versions in its forthcoming meeting.
4.2
FG update on the safe provision of food and other humanitarian aid
[22] Visoni TIMOTE, representative of the CPM Focus Group on the Safe Provision of Food and Other Humanitarian Aid, said that the group, which had been established by CPM-16 (2022), had met three times, including an in-person meeting from 6 to 10 February in Nadi, Fiji. Two additional meetings were planned in April and June 2023 to address the outcomes of the in-person meeting, including the group’s terms of reference, the role of RPPOs in supporting the safe provision of food and other humanitarian aid and incorporating the safe movement of food and other humanitarian aid in the new IPPC communication strategy. The focus group also recommended including the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) as a member.
[23] The chairperson welcomed the update from the focus group representative, and said that the role of RPPOs in supporting the safe provision of food and other humanitarian aid was an important issue for the TC-RPPO to consider. The incoming chairperson noted that an item would be added to the agenda of the 35th meeting of the TC-RPPO for further updates and discussion on the matter.
4.3
e-Learning courses available from the IPPC
[24] Stephanie BLOEM, RPPO representative on the Implementation and Capacity Development Committee (IC), said that her tenure was ending after the forthcoming IC meeting in May 2023, and welcomed Melisa NEDILSKYJ from COSAVE, who would be the future RPPO representative to the IC. She said that the IC had developed resources to help countries improve their phytosanitary capacity. Among the resources were useful e-learning courses open to all on topics that might be of interest to RPPO member countries, including surveillance and national reporting obligations, pest risk analysis (PRA), export certification and inspection. Some courses were modular, giving participants the possibility of completing solely the modules of particular interest.
[25] A number of members thanked Stephanie BLOEM for sharing the helpful e-learning resources, and were grateful of her work representing RPPOs on the IC.
[26] The chairperson said that COSAVE was presently preparing a Spanish translation of the e-learning course on phytosanitary inspection.
5.
Future plans
5.1
Arrangements for the transition of the Chair – meeting on the margins of CPM-17
[27] The secretariat said that the Mexico Room (Room D211) had been reserved from 12:00 to 13:30 on 27 March 2023 for TC-RPPO members to meet.
5.2
Arrangements for the 35th face-to-face meeting
[28] Stephanie BLOEM, chairperson of the 35th meeting of the TC-RPPO, said that NAPPO was honoured to take over the chair of the TC-RPPO from COSAVE and had the pleasure of hosting the first face-to-face meeting since the group met in 2019 in Abuja, Nigeria. As security and visa concerns created complications to host the meeting in a NAPPO member country, the 35th meeting would instead take place in Bogotá, Colombia. NAPPO was currently working with the secretariat to plan for the meeting. The intent was to hold the meeting the week of 23 October 2023, with the exact number of days to be determined by the agenda, which would soon be set. A technical visit and a reception were also planned. 
[29] NAPPO said that it looked forward to the meeting and hoped that all ten RPPOs could be in attendance. IPPC Secretary, Osama EL-LISSY, and the incoming CPM Chairperson would endeavour to attend to provide updates on IPPC and CPM issues.
[30] NAPPO said that it was planning a presentation on the history and importance of the TC-RPPO for the benefit of new members and to outline expectation on what RPPOs should contribute to TC-RPPO meetings.
[31] The secretariat said that it had received requests for travel funding from two RPPOs, and noted that travel funding requests could not be made by FAO employees or by people whose funding came wholly from FAO regional or subregional offices. If any additional RPPOs required travel funding support, they were encouraged to submit their request as soon as possible. 
5.3
Invitation for the 35th face-to-face TC-RPPO meeting
[32] The secretariat said that once the TC-RPPO agreed on the proposed date for the 35th meeting of the TC-RPPO (week of 23 October 2023), the secretariat would then proceed to send out the formal invitation.
5.4
IPPC logistics/responsibilities for the 35th TC-RPPO
[33] The TC-RPPO:
(2) Asked the secretariat to coordinate with NAPPO representatives on the diplomatic notes and formal communications that would need to be sent with regard to the 35th meeting of the TC-RPPO.
6.
Any other business
[34] No other business was raised. 
7.
Close of the meeting
Members thanked Diego QUIROGA for chairing the 34th meeting of the TC-RPPO. The chairperson thanked the participants for their contributions and said he looked forward to seeing members in person at the 35th meeting. The secretariat then closed the meeting.
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