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Argentina: 
Requesting shipment declarations with customs documentation stating that timber packaging is bark and pest free. 

Australia: 
Australia (AQIS)


has announced the implementation of ISPM15 (effective 1st September 2004) alongside their existing import requirements for wood packaging material. This will give shippers a choice of which option to choose and is mainly for the benefit of countries that have not yet implemented ISPM15. In addition to heat treatment or fumigation by methyl bromide (for 24 hours - not 16 hours as currently cited in ISPM15) wood packaging material must also be debarked. Details of the new rules are set out in AQIS Notice to Industry No. 19 available at this link.


Suppliers (i.e. exporters) do not need to put ISPM15 numbers on the packing declarations. The only number that is required is a numerical link between the declaration and the container/shipment. The intention is for the supplier (i.e. the exporters) to fill out the declaration as they are the ones that will be targeted for increased surveillance/profiling should surveillance show there to be a problem.

Phytosanitary Certificate not required

Canada: 
Canada
has published its directive to implement ISPM15 on wood packaging material imports from all countries other than the USA. The directive came into effect 2nd January 2004. However it will not be fully implemented until 1st January 2005. 

Phytosanitary Certificate not required

China: 
China

has announced that it plans to implement ISMP15 as regards wood packaging materials. The current regulations regarding China remain unchanged. All timber packaging must be marked by a registered producer and accompanied by a Phytosanitary certificate. For further details visit: 

www.aphis.usda.gov/oa/chinaswp/chinarule.html
Phytosanitary Certificate required

Colombia: 
Colombia

intends to implement ISPM15. Date not announced.
EU: 
The EU

has agreed changes to the Plant Health Directive including implementation of ISPM15. The new requirements will come into force throughout the European 
Community 1st March 2005. See EU requirements: www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/packagesummary.pdf/$FILE/packagesummary.pdf
The effect on UK exporters to the EU is, at present, nil. However, importers to the UK will be required to provide ISPM15 compliant wooden packaging (see UK requirements). 
Hong Kong: 
Hong Kong

does not have the same requirements as mainland China. Wood packaging must be pest and vermin free. For further information, Hong Kong plant health authorities:

www.afcd.gov.hk/quarantine/animals_e.htm
Phytosanitary Certificate not required - unless goods are transiting to mainland China via Hong Kong

India: 
India

has published details of its landing requirements. Wood packaging material must be either heat treated or fumigated. Click here for more information: www.plantquarantineindia.org/packing.htm
Phytosanitary Certificate not required

Mexico: 
Mexico

aims to adopt ISPM15 at the same time as USA and Canada. However, there was no official Confirmation of this as at 29th January 2004. At the present, wood packaging should be bark free, and free of signs of pest infestation.

Mexico has notified the WTO of its intention to implement ISPM15. A date for implementation has not been set, but is likely to be in line with the USA in September 2005.

Phytosanitary Certificate not required

Nigeria: 
Nigeria

states: 'all wood packaging material and dunnage must be marked with the IPPC logo and be accompanied with a certificate of treatment. In the absence of the IPPC logo and certificate of treatment it must be accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate issued by the Plant Protection Organisation of the exporting country'.

Phytosanitary Certificate not required - other than as stipulated above

Philippines: 
Philippines

announced in June that they had implemented ISPM15 but a further announcement (20th July 2004) states that they will now partially implement ISPM15 on 1st January 2005 (with out requirement packaging marking). Full implementation is to be 1st June 2005. From that date, all wood packaging material should be treated and marked in accordance with ISPM15. More information e-mail: epad.polreser@eudoramail.com
South Korea: 
Indications are that adoption will occur, but now unlikely before 2005.

Phytosanitary certificate not required

South Africa: 
WTO notification of intent to implement ISPM15 - likely to be November 2004.

Switzerland: 
An 'agreement of equivalence' has been reached between the EU and the Swiss. Wood packaging emanating from this market can be regarded in the same manner as that from any EU member state.

Turkey: 
Turkey

has announced through the WTO its intention to implement ISPM15 from the 1st January 2005. All wood packaging entering Turkey must be debarked and either heat treated or fumigated with methyl bromide and marked in accordance with ISPM15.

USA: 
The USA

will implement landing requirements for wood packaging material, including dunnage, with effect 16th September 2005. All wood packaging material and dunnage will be required to be heat treated or fumigated with methyl bromide and marked in accordance with ISPM15 on at least vertical surface.

Whilst the use of ISPM wood packaging is not mandatory at present, it is advisable to use it prevent chances of delaying cargo at ports.

Phytosanitary certificate not required

New Zealand: 
New Zealand announced eight new import regulations including one for wood packaging material - published April 2003.

Although existing standards for imported wood packaging still apply ISPM15 has been added to the list of acceptable treatments. For more information visit: www.maf.govt.nz/biosecurity/imports/forests
Phytosanitary certificate not required

UK Requirements: As the UK has already adopted and implemented ISPM15, it is important for exporters to be aware that goods returned, for whatever reason and whatever origin, to the UK will be subject to the regulations. It is important, therefore, to ensure that all wood packaging used conforms to ISPM15.

Wooden packaging: the term does not solely refer to packaging entirely constructed from wood; any package that has a component, i.e. battening, decking, dependent upon wood is subject to the regulations.

Why? 
We encounter numerous companies and persons who see the regulations as just another step by the authorities to interfere in their normal business transactions. This is not so.

Pests (take that to include bacterial, fungal, infestation) that are of nominal importance - and those which are not - in their local environment can have a devastating effect when transposed elsewhere.

The UK suffered the loss of Elm trees (around 20 million trees) not so long ago, at the present the UK is faced with the prospect of losing the Oak tree.

The fungus Phytophthora ramorum has infested the Oak, the Beech and the Sweet Chestnut. The disease has already wiped out large numbers of the Tan Oak - which is not a true Oak - in California and southern parts of Oregon: the mortality rate is as much as 80%.

The aim of ISPM15 is to control, if not entirely prevent, the spread of plant disease from one country to another. 

Source: �HYPERLINK "http://www.juspaq.co.uk/update_1.html"��www.juspaq.co.uk/update_1.html�








