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International Plant Protection Convention                                   TC-RPPOs_2012/06
IPPC Standard Setting Group
Agenda item 7.1
UPDATE FROM IPPC STANDARD SETTING GROUP

Adopted International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs)

The CPM-7 (2012) adopted the following standards:

· Integrated measures for plants for planting (2005-002);
· Systems approach for pest risk management of fruit flies (Tephritidae) (2004-022);
· Supplement 1 to ISPM 5.  Glossary of phytosanitary terms:  Guidelines on the interpretation and application of the concepts of "Official control" and "Not widely distributed" (2005-008);
· Amendments to ISPM 5.  Glossary of phytosanitary terms (1991-001);
· Russian language version of ISPM 5.  Glossary of phytosanitary terms; 

· Diagnostic protocol for Plum pox virus (2004-007);
· Diagnostic protocol for Trogoderma granarium (2004-006).
Standards adopted at CPM-6 (2011) were reviewed by Language Review Groups in French, Russian and Spanish to adjust the standards to take into account language preferences.  These versions were noted by CPM-7 (2012) and will replace former versions of these standards.

The ISPMs adopted at CPM-7 (2012) and the ISPMs adopted at CPM-6 (2011), reviewed by the Language Review Groups for French, Russian and Spanish and noted by CPM-7 (2012) have been posted under the IPP webpage under the Adopted Standards section: “https://www.ippc.int/index.php?id=13399”.

New IPPC standard setting procedure
CPM-7 (2012) agreed to changes to the IPPC standard setting process to improve efficiency, transparency and member participation.  The IPPC reviews its standard setting process every 4-5 years and in 2011 both OIE and Codex participated in this IPPC process.  In response to the recommendations of the IPPC Focus Group, convened in July 2011 to consider ways to improve the IPPC standard setting process, the CPM approved 25 of the 31 recommendations from the Focus Group and adopted a revised standard setting process. These recommendations will be further studied by the IPPC secretariat and phased in over the next year.  Some of the more significant changes are the extension of the time for the formal member consultation period as well as the commenting period; the latter focuses on substantial concerns.  In addition, the authority to approve diagnostic protocols has been delegated to the Standards Committee and contracting parties to the IPPC agreed that the CPM will no longer hold evening sessions to review comments on draft standards unless exceptional circumstances are presented.

The decisions on improving the standard setting process and the IPPC standard setting procedure adopted by the CPM-7 (2012) were presented to the Standards Committee (SC) at its meeting in April 2012. The SC agreed that flexibility was the key to implement the decisions. The new consultation periods will be implemented progressively (see below for 2012 consultation periods).

Member consultation on draft ISPMs
The following draft ISPMs were approved for member consultation by the SC in April 2012 (see April 2012 SC meeting report, sections 5 and 6: “https://www.ippc.int/index.php?id=13355”):

· The revised Appendix 1 on Electronic certification, information on standard XML schemes and exchange mechanisms (2006-003) to ISPM 12:2011 (Phytosanitary certificates).

· Determination of host status of fruits and vegetables to fruit fly (Tephritidae) infestation (2006-031) 
· Draft Annex on Establishment of fruit fly quarantine areas within a pest free area in the event of an outbreak (2009-007) to ISPM 26:2006 (Establishment of pest free areas for fruit flies (Tephritidae))

· Draft Annex on Diagnostic Protocol for Tilletia indica Mitra (2004-014) to ISPM 27:2006 (Diagnostic protocols for regulated pests)
· Draft Annex on Diagnostic Protocol for Guignardia citricarpa Kiely (2004-023) to ISPM 27:2006 (Diagnostic protocols for regulated pests)
The 2012 member consultation period lasts 110 days. It began on 1 July 2012 and ends on 20 October 2012. Comments must be submitted through the IPPC contact point in the IPPC Online Comment System (OCS: “ocs.ippc.int/index.html”). The draft ISPMs can be downloaded from the IPPC OCS. The Secretariat in consultation with the stewards has prepared and posted background documents and power point presentations for these draft ISPMs (https://www.ippc.int/index.php?id=207803”).
The Secretariat will also use the OCS during the 2012 regional workshops for the review of draft ISPMs for demonstration purposes and ease of sharing workshop comments.  The main objectives are to train workshop participants to help them use the system when they return to their country and to simplify the sharing process and submission of comments to the IPPC Secretariat. 
Approved specification 

The SC approved Specification 55 for Safe handling and disposal of waste with potential pest risk generated during international voyages (2008-004)  (see April 2012 SC meeting report, section 7: “https://www.ippc.int/index.php?id=13355” and “https://www.ippc.int/index.php?id=24119”). 

Member consultation on draft specifications for ISPMs
The following draft specifications were approved for member consultation by the SC in April 2012 (see April 2012 SC meeting report, sections 8.4 and 8.5: “https://www.ippc.int/index.php?id=13355”):
· International movement of cut flowers and branches (2008-005) 
· International movement of grain (2008-007) 
This consultation period lasts 60 days. It began on 1 June 2012 and ends on 31 July 2012. Comments must be submitted through the IPPC contact point in the IPPC OCS. The draft specifications can be downloaded from the OCS.  
Substantial Concerns Commenting Period for draft ISPMs:

According the new IPPC standard setting procedure adopted by the CPM-7 (2012), the Standards Committee Working Group (SC-7) or the Technical Panels (TPs) revises the draft ISPMs prior to the CPM meeting, taking into account the comments received during member consultation. Once the SC-7 or TP recommends the draft ISPM to the SC, the Secretariat makes it available to IPPC members for the substantial concerns commenting period and notifies IPPC members.

Thus, taking into account the comments that were received during the 2011 member consultation, the following draft ISPMs were reviewed by the Standards Committee Working Group (SC-7) in April 2012 and recommended to the SC (see April 2012 SC-7 report: “https://www.ippc.int/index.php?id=13355”):

· Draft Annex on  Pest risk analysis for plants as quarantine pests (2005-001) to ISPM 11:2004 (Pest risk analysis for quarantine pests, including analysis of environmental risks and living modified organisms)
· Revised Annex 1 on Approved treatments associated with wood packaging material (2006-011) to ISPM 15:2009 (Regulation of wood packaging material in international trade)
The Secretariat has posted the draft ISPMs in the IPPC OCS and opened the substantial concerns commenting period on 15 May 2012. The 2102 substantial concerns commenting period lasts 135 days and will end on 30 September 2012. All substantial concerns must be submitted by the IPPC contact point in the IPPC OCS. All background documents are posted on the IPP website: “https://www.ippc.int/index.php?id=1111115”.  

Expert Working Group (EWG) on Sea Containers

A EWG meeting on Sea Containers was held in Malaysia from 28 May to 1 June 2012. The EWG developed a draft ISPM on Minimizing pest movement by sea containers and conveyances in international trade and provided input to the development of a technical guidance to be used by industry. Further work continues on the development of a communication plan and an implementation plan.

Work Plan for the second semester of 2012
The work plan for standard setting for the second semester of 2012 includes, in addition to the November meeting of the Standards Committee, meetings of the Technical Panel on Diagnostic Protocols, Technical Panel on the Glossary and Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments.  In addition, the IPPC secretariat continues to use web based technology to hold virtual meetings.  
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