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TECHNICAL CONSULTATION AMONG REGIONAL PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATIONS
22nd Session

Azores, Portugal, 22-26 August 2010. 

STATUS of CAHFSA and NEPPO
STATUS OF CAHFSA AND NEPPO 
CURRENT SITUATION
1. CAHFSA
FAO established a Caribbean Plant Protection Commission (CPPC) under Article VI.1 of the FAO constitution in 1967. The Technical Secretary of the CPPC is the FAO Plant Protection Officer for the Sub-Region of the Caribbean. The CPPC comprises the following countries: Barbados, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, France (for Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique), Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Netherlands (for Aruba, Netherlands Antilles), Nicaragua, Panama, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom (for British Virgin Islands), United States of America (for United States Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico), Venezuela.

At the 11th session of the CPPC held in 2001 in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, the main discussion topic related to the future of the CPPC and the possible creation of an independent regional organization, the Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA) to promote a regional approach to food safety, plant health and animal health, which was envisioned to replace the CPPC. A preliminary study prepared by IICA in collaboration with the CARICOM Secretariat and FAO was discussed. The Commission made plans for further consultation of possible member countries in the region (i.e. all Caribbean countries, and not only CARICOM members) on this project, as well as the development of a draft international agreement which could be used to establish CAHFSA. The CARICOM Secretariat coordinated actions in collaboration with FAO, IICA and PAHO/WHO.

The process for establishment of CAHFSA was spearheaded  by CARICOM since 2001 and received support at the Twenty-First Inter-sessional meeting of the Conference of Heads of Government of CARICOM for its establishment.  The Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA) was inaugurated in Paramaribo on 18 March 2010. CAHFSA will be headquartered and hosted by the Government of Suriname. 

The IPPC Secretariat met with Mr. Sergio Garcia, Programme Manager, Agriculture and Industry of the Caribbean Community Secretariat and responsible officer for making CAHFSA operational, to initiate discussions with the CARICOM Secretariat to ensure that the topic is placed on the agenda of CAHFSA as well as to alert CAHFSA of opportunities that may be of interest to CARICOM/CAHFSA at this early stage before CAHFSA is fully operational.

The following points were discussed:

1. CAHFSA as a Regional Plant protection Organisation (RPPO) for the Caribbean 

Considering the early stage in making CAHFSA operational, it was suggested that it would be opportune to table CAHFSA’s future role as an RPPO on the agenda of the next appropriate CARICOM planning meeting concerning CAHFSA. On confirmation that CAHFSA intends to be recognised as the RPPO for the Caribbean then the IPPC can begin to obtain support from member governments to dissolve the CPPC. Dissolution of the CPPC would require support from representative governments at the FAO Committee on Constitution and Legal Matters and a subsequent motion of support at FAO Council. CAHFSA would then have to submit to the IPPC formally for recognition as an RPPO. 

Mr Garcia suggested that it would also be necessary for CARICOM to seek the support of its members to propose replacement of the CPPC with CAHFSA. He also recognised that CAHFSA may need to introduce a legal mechanism to widen its membership (e.g. associate membership to include non-CARICOM countries). Such a mechanism could  allow CAHFSA to match the number of countries presently members of the CPPC as well as open access to additional resources.

The IPPC Secretariat agreed to send CARICOM more information on the process for the recognition of a regional plant protection organization by the IPPC.

2. Possible first steps for enhancing linkages between CAHFSA and IPPC/FAO.

a) CAHFSA was informed that there will be a 22nd Technical Consultation among RPPOs from August 23-27, 2010 in the Azores, Portugal. A representative of CAHFSA was invited to attend the meeting and provide an update of its activities. 

On this basis the IPPC extended a formal invitation to CAHFSA to attend, channelled through the CARICOM Secretariat, but unfortunatelly received information on the impossibility to be part of the meeting, because of having a regional meeting at the same date.
b) The IPPC Secretariat informed that there is an annual meeting of the governing body (CPM) of the IPPC in Rome, Italy where RPPOs are represented. Given that CAHFSA is not yet recognised as an RPPO it was recommended that CAHFSA might attend in the capacity of an observer at the next meeting of the CPM in March/April 2011. 

c) The IPPC Secretariat informed that there is an annual global series of regional meetings to review draft international standards for phytosanitary measures (ISPMs) produced by the IPPC. It was suggested that CAHFSA could begin to play a key role and could consider being the next host and organizer of the next meeting in 2011. 
2. NEPPO
The “Agreement for the Establishment of the Near East Plant Protection Organization” entered into force on 8 January 2009. The inaugural meeting of the organization will be hosted by Morocco and will take place from 25-29 October 2010 in Rabat. This meeting will formally establish the organization and will need to agree on all operational processes associated with it’s operationalization. Topics needing agreement will include Terms of Reference, Rules of Procedures, staffing and budgetary provisions.

Although there are 10 member countries to the Agreement, potential member countries are also invited to the meeting in the hope that more countries will soon ratify, or accede to, the Agreement. For those countries that are currently non-members, they may notify the Director-General of FAO of its desire to become a Member of the Organization. The Governing Council of the Organization shall then decide on the application.

For more information on the:

Agreement: 
http://www.fao.org/Legal/TREATIES/024t-e.htm
Status: 

http://www.fao.org/Legal/TREATIES/024s-e.htm
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