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OIRSA Report to the 25th Technical Consultation among

Regional Plant Protection Organizations
Colonia del Sacramento (Uruguay), August 26th-30th, 2013

Introduction
OIRSA was established by its member countries on October 29th, 1953.  Its objectives are, after making the necessary technical studies, to determine which diseases and pests of phytozoosanitary character pose a real or potential threat of economical importance at regional level; to promote adoption of common policies for Pant and Animal Health, Food Safety and Quarantine in the region, and to take actions intended for prevention, control and/or eradication of pests of regional importance.  
Nine countries belong to OIRSA by means of law in each country: Belize, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panama. OIRSA is one of the RPPOs partners to the IPPC.
OIRSA also provides advice on and evaluation of the operation of the National Plant Health and Quarantine Services as required by member countries.  It keeps member countries informed about the phytosanitary conditions prevailing in the region and abroad. It promotes divulgation of achievements and experiences in sanitary and phytosanitary subjects, as well as the consensus of agreements or arrangements with other agencies or international technical cooperation and development, to fund projects of regional interest. 
To these ends, OIRSA has been working with its member countries in improving the phytosanitary status of the entire Region, for better competitiveness of agriculture and food security for the inhabitants of the area of influence. One of the principal concerns is capacity development in the NPPO members.
Our Mission

“To facilitate the Region´s economic and social development through a high-quality, healthy and environmentally acceptable agricultural production to satisfy the needs of the human population”.
Building capacities and activities related with IPPC
· OIRSA convened the XII Meeting of the Technical Regional Group for Revision of ISPMs, with participation of its member countries, on August 21th-23th, 2012. 
· OIRSA provided financial support to have one delegated from each member country participating in the Regional Workshop for revision of drafts of International Standards on Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs), convened in San Jose, Costa Rica, September 25th to 27th, 2012. 
· Participation at the Meeting of the Standards Committee (SC), on November 12th-16th, 2012 and  May 6th-10th, 2013, in Rome (Italy). 

· Participation in the 8th Meeting of the Commission on Phytosanitary Standards (CPM), on April 8th-12th, 2013.
· As a GICSV programmed activity, OIRSA provided financial support for the participation of its member countries in the e-Phyto Workshop, celebrated at Costa Rica, on June 10th-12th, 2013. 
· OIRSA convened the LVIII Meeting of the Technical Committee of NPPO members of OIRSA, on March, 5th-7th, 2013, to review the Regional Phytosanitary Programs.
· OIRSA convened the 1st Meeting of the Technical Expert Panel, to elaborate the Regional Quarantine Pests List, on July 9th-10th, 2013.  At present organizing this year’s 2nd meeting.
· OIRSA is providing training in the ISPMs most useful for NPPO members. On July 23rd, 2013 OIRSA convened a virtual training in ISPM 02-2007 and ISPM 11-2004.
Regional Phytosanitary Programs Working

· Palm trees Phytosanitary Program.

· Solanaceae Phytosanitary Program.

· Musaceae Phytosanitary Program (Phytosanitary Contingency plan for FOC R4T)
· Pineapple Phytosanitary Program.

· Citrus and other Fruits Phytosanitary Program.

· Basic Grains Phytosanitary Program.

· International and Regional Phytosanitary Standards.

· Plant Protection & Quarantine Regional Program.

· Coffee Leaf Rust Phytosanitary Campaign.

· Pink Mealybug Control Regional Phytosanitary Program.

· Locust Control Phytosanitary Program. 

National Phytosanitary Programs in support to NPPO members

· Pest Surveillance.

· Pest Diagnosis.

· Plant Protection & Quarantine.

· Plant Health Operational Support.

· Phytosanitary Campaigns Support.

· Plant Health Training.

Coordination with Regional Plant Protection Organizations

· OIRSA participated at the 36th NAPPO Annual Meeting, on October 15-18, 2012. OIRSA supported the participation of its member countries: Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Dominican Republic. 
· OIRSA collaborated with NAPPO on the development of the Surveillance protocol for the tomato leaf miner, Tuta absoluta.

· OIRSA participated at the meetings of the GICSV, on November 2012 and April 2013. NAPPO also participates in this Coordinating Group. 
Future activities

· Trainings in ISPMs most useful for the NPPO members (ISPM: 06-1997, 08-1998, 07-2011, 12-2011, 17-2002 and 19-2003).
· Programmed Regional PRAs for: M. cribraria and T. absoluta. 
· Programmed Regional PRAs for: Rice, Potato and Onion.
· Training course in management for NPPO Directors and Deputy Directors.
· E-Phyto Regional Support Project.
Prevention and control of regulated and emerging pests
‘Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus’ (HLB – citrus greening). In the framework of the ongoing Project TCP/RLA 3311 with FAO, assistance has been provided to Member Countries for surveillance, diagnosis and control of this pest and its insect vector, Diaphorina citri; as well as training and divulgation on both, and also on citrus quarantine pests.  OIRSA is also executing a regional project to control HLB in the region funded by the International Cooperation and Development Fund (ICDF) from Taiwan. On the other hand, OIRSA officials visited Taiwan to learn about the experiences on the management of HLB on the island. 
Fruit flies.   OIRSA continued support for the maintenance of the Mediterranean fruit fly (Ceratitis capitata) PFAs in member countries (north of Lake Managua, Nicaragua and Aguan Valley, Honduras). Also, OIRSA provides continual assistance to the eradication program of the South American cucurbit fly (Anastrepha grandis) developed by MIDA in the Darien Province, Panama. 
Tuta absoluta. Coordination is kept with NAPPO for analysis of containment strategies, monitoring and control of this pest in mainland south-eastern areas of the OIRSA region, where the surveillance and control programs carried out in infested areas have been evaluated and provided technical assistance.  
Fusarium guttiforme.   OIRSA recommended phytosanitary measures to prevent the entry of the pest to the region, and to outline strategies that allow an early detection of outbreaks in case of an eventual introduction.
Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. cubense Strain 4 Tropical (Foc R4T).    OIRSA, in coordination with Bioversity International, developed a contingency plan in case of an outbreak of this pest in a country of the OIRSA region.  
Bactericera cockerelli and Candidatus Liberibacter solanacearum -Zebra chip.  OIRSA supports its NPPO members on field identification of symptoms and diagnosis of these pests. 
Hemileia vastratix Berk & Br. Coffee Leaf Rust 
By the end of 2012 there was an epidemic phytosanitary event from Mexico down to Panamá. The disease incidence increased to 54%, and the harvest losses reached 30%. OIRSA, in coordination with IICA, CATIE, and PROMECAFE, developed a Regional Phytosanitary Program which is being implemented at present.
Emerging pests of concern for the OIRSA region
In the following paragraphs reference is made to pests that have gained introduction to the OIRSA region during the past ten years, and are causing or are likely to cause damage, and are considered as quarantine pests that are pressing for introduction to or that are spreading into other parts of the world, and are considered regional threats. The pest list presented is not inclusive.
Pests of recent introduction
‘Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus’ (HLB – citrus greening).  The first finding of HLB in the region was in the Dominican Republic (2008). It had been reported on the American continent in Brazil (2004), USA (2005), and Cuba (2007).  It was reported from Belize in 2008 and from Mexico in 2009.  In all the Latin American countries where HLB was detected the insect vector Diaphorina citri is also present. The HLB is considered the most destructive pest of citrus. Therefore, if not handled properly, it could cause severe losses to the citrus production in infested areas. 
Pest that are pressing to gain entry into the region
Megacopta cribraria (Fabricius 1798) (Heteroptera: Plataspidae), Kudzu bug.  The distribution of this insect was located in Southeast Asia, Japan, China, Korea and India. It was first found in Georgia (USA) in 2008 and subsequently in the same State in 2009, already attacking soybean.  In this new area, M. cribraria has dispersed rapidly. By August 2012, there were reports of its presence from Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, Alabama, Tennessee and Virginia.  M. cribraria may adapt to hibernation conditions, and also can remain active all year long if conditions are favourable. It has become an important pest in soybean in infested areas where soy is cultivated in the USA.  Several  interceptions of M. cribraria from Georgia at entry points to the OIRSA region were recorded from Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panamá, Belize and Dominican Republic.  To date, numerous interceptions of insects, both live and dead, have been made. This insect is of great concern for the OIRSA region since it could become a very damaging pest for legumes, such as common bean (Phaseolus vulgaris), that are part of the staple diet of the population. A Regional Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) for M. cribraria is currently under development, sponsored and contracted by OIRSA.

Trogoderma granarium Everts 1898, Khapra beetle.  This pest is a very damaging pest of stored products hosts (grains and starches) under dry and warm conditions. It can cause complete destruction in a short time. T. granarium has been intercepted several times, both live and dead, at entry points to the OIRSA region. 
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