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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Sixth Session

Rome, 14-18 March 2011

Report on the Promotion of the IPPC and Cooperation with Relevant Regional and International Organizations

Agenda Item 14.1 of the Provisional Agenda
I. INTRODUCTION

1.
The IPPC recognizes the importance of maintaining strong links with international and regional organizations with which it has common interests. Good cooperation with regional and international organizations creates synergy and avoids overlaps or contradictory approaches. Cooperation with regional and international organizations also raises their awareness of the IPPC’s purposes and objectives and helps to promote the IPPC internationally.

2.
The following is a report on the work of the IPPC Secretariat in relation to Goal 6: International promotion of the IPPC and cooperation with relevant regional and international organizations. This report covers work undertaken by the Secretariat or CPM representatives from 1 January to 31 December 2010.

Raising awareness of the IPPC’s linkages to partner organizations
3.
In 2010, the IPPC Secretariat  worked with CPM observer organizations to formalize their contact and summary information on the International Phytosanitary Portal (https
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4.
It is encouraging to see an increasing number of partner organizations present side events and posters at sessions of the CPM. Steps have been taken to ensure that these organizations are informed more regularly of relevant IPPC activities and events.

II. COOPERATION WITH INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC)
5.
The Secretariat participated in one meeting which dealt with capacity building within the framework of the BWC. There are common objectives in ensuring national phytosanitary capacity in the area of surveillance, monitoring, reporting and diagnostics. Discussions emphasized the need for coordinated capacity building, strengthening existing (phytosanitary) systems and the need for sustainable capacity development. Currently, much of this work is undertaken through bilateral programmes but significant work is needed in the area of coordination and information exchange.

6.
There is strong support for this programme and cooperation among the various national ministries involved in the BWC capacity development programme.

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
CBD- General
7.
Cooperation between the IPPC and CBD Secretariats is governed by a Memorandum of Cooperation agreed by the two Secretariats and noted by ICPM-6 in 2004. This cooperation is mandated by relevant decisions of the respective governing bodies. The Secretariat continues to liaise with the CBD.

8.
The CBD Secretariat recommended the speaker for CPM-5’s scientific session, Mr. Howard, who gave a talk on threats to biodiversity by aquatic plants and the role of the IPPC.
The CBD has two members on the International Advisory Group on Pest Risk Analysis, one with a background in invasive alien species and the other with a background in biosafety.

9.
The CBD Secretariat wishes to continue cooperation with the IPPC as is outlined in its report under agenda item 8.2, which also presents the joint work programme between the CBD and IPPC.

CBD Governing Body meetings
10.
The CBD held the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (COP MOP-5) on  11-15 October 2010 and the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP-10) from 18 to 29 October 2010.  Both meetings were held in Nagoya, Japan and details can be found in their respective reports on the CBD’s web site (www
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11.
The Secretary of the IPPC attended a few days of the COP-10 and participated in a meeting between the Executive Secretary of the CBD Secretariat and the heads of various organizations. The main outcomes of the COP-10 meeting that could affect the phytosanitary community were the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-Sharing, the approval of a Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the decision to hold an expert working group on invasive alien species introduced as pets, aquarium and terrarium species, and as live bait and live food.
CBD- Invasive Alien Species 
12.
The CBD established an Inter-agency Liaison Group on Invasive Alien Species which met from 17-18 June 2010 at the headquarters of World Organization of Animal Health (OIE) in Paris, and discussed further collaboration and actions on (i) expanding coverage of controlled species under the IPPC and OIE; (ii) provisions on possible ways and means to address risks from invasive alien species associated with international trade under the Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Agreement of World Trade Organization; (iii) invasions as a result of aquaculture to be addressed by the FAO-Committee on Fisheries; (iv) addressing invasive species in ships’ ballast water and support by the International Maritime Organization to CBD member states and (v) exploring additional means to address invasive alien species of relevance to international trade in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) listed species. The Secretary of the IPPC attended this meeting.

13.
Two highlights of this meeting were that the IPPC Secretariat agreed to develop a discussion paper on the application of IPPC standards to the aquatic environment which is presented under agenda item 15.2.  The OIE may examine their criteria for disease listing and explore options for developing a paper examining the possibility of broadening its mandate to address animals that are potentially invasive, where OIE could have a comparative advantage.  FAO could explore bringing this latter issue to the attention of the Committee on Fisheries, for consideration and guidance of Members.

14.
The second meeting of the Inter-agency Liaison Group on Invasive Alien Species will be held in February 2011 hosted by the WTO.

15.
The CBD has established an Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG) which will meet in February 2011 to address the risks associated with the introduction of alien species as pets, aquarium and terrarium species, as live bait and live food.
CBD - Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 
16.
The Secretariat continues to liaise with the CBD on matters related to biosafety.  Through an Open-ended Online Expert Forum on Risk Assessment and a series of regional real time on-line conferences,  in which  a representative of the IPPC Secretariat participated, ideas were gathered for consideration by the CBD’s Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG) on Risk Assessment and Risk Management. An output from this process is the “Guidance for Risk Assessment of Living Modified Organisms” (LMOs), which contains a "roadmap" on the necessary steps to conduct a risk assessment in accordance with Annex III of the Protocol, as well as guidance on specific types of LMOs and traits (i.e. stacked genes or traits, crops with tolerance to abiotic stress, and mosquitoes). This Guidance was presented to the CBD’s MOP 5 meeting (in Japan in November 2010).  In implementing the capacity building aspects of the decision on risk assessment, the CBD Secretariat coordinated the development of a training manual along several international organizations. The International Pest Risk Analysis Advisory Group participated actively in reviewing the training manual, which is now being used by the CBD Secretariat for capacity building through training courses.

17.
More information may also be provided under agenda item 8.

International Organization for Standardization: Subcommittee on horizontal methods for molecular biomarker analysis
18.
The International Organization for Standardization (ISO): Subcommittee on horizontal methods for molecular biomarker analysis Draft ISO/CD 13484 on Foodstuffs — General requirements for molecular biology analysis for detection and identification of destructive organisms in plants and derived products was brought to the attention of the Technical Panel on Diagnostic Protocols (TPDP) and the IPPC Secretariat during the last TPDP meeting. This draft is also dealing with plant pathogens, and an overlap between ISO and IPPC on this matter was noted. It was felt that interaction is needed with the relevant ISO Subcommittee to make sure NPPOs are informed and able to comment on such drafts in the future. The IPPC Secretariat has therefore requested observer status in the Subcommittee above, which has been granted by the members of the Subcommittee. Further development in relation with the draft above will be reported as appropriate.

Joint Division of the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
19.
The meeting of the Technical Panel on Pest Free Areas and Systems Approaches for Fruit Flies (TPFF) was again hosted by the Joint Division of the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna in October 2010. The Joint Division also provided administrative support for the organization of this meeting and funded the participation of the Panel members requesting assistance, including the travel costs of a staff member of the Secretariat. In addition, a member from the Joint Division continues to serve on the TPFF. This member has helped to coordinate the IPPC and the FAO/IAEA programmes.

20.
More information may also be provided under agenda item 8.

Ozone Secretariat
21.
The IPPC Secretariat continues to liaise with the Ozone Secretariat but with reduced IPPC Secretariat resources there have been fewer interactions. The Ozone Secretariat has agreed to review the new draft standard on Terminology of the Montreal Protocol in relation to the Glossary of phytosanitary terms (intended to be an appendix to ISPM 5).

22.
More information may also be provided under agenda item 8.

Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF)
23.
The Secretariat participated in several STDF meetings in 2010, one Policy meeting and three working group meetings, and provided input as required, particularly in the area of project development and approval.

24.
The Secretariat has also been the implementing agency for two STDF projects.

25.
More information will be provided under agenda items 8 and 12.

World Trade Organization (WTO)
26.
The Secretariat continued to work closely with the Secretariat of the WTO Agreement for the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (WTO-SPS) and attended all formal and informal WTO-SPS Committee meetings. The IPPC Secretariat was reminded of the Committee on Trade and the Environment (CTE) and encouraged actively to participate in upcoming meetings as the IPPC is considered as an environmental agreement under this meeting’s mandate. The Secretariat also participated either directly, or by recommending appropriate consultants, in WTO-SPS workshops.  The IPPC was represented at the annual Advanced SPS course held in Geneva and 2 regional workshops, one in Peru and another in Sri Lanka.

27.
The Secretariat also made contact with WTO staff supporting the CTE. The IPPC Secretariat was requested to update a summary document outlining the scope and key operational procedures for Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) in which the IPPC is prominent. The WTO noted the lack of engagement of the IPPC in CTE work in the past and looked forward to improved participation from the IPPC in future, particularly in the areas of the relevance of ISPMs to the protection of the environment and invasive aquatic plant species.

28.
More information will be provided under agenda item 8.

III. COOPERATION WITH REGIONAL PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATIONS (RPPOS)

Technical Consultation among Regional Plant Protection Organizations
29.
The 22st Technical Consultation among Regional Plant Protection Organizations (TC-RPPOs) was hosted in Azores Islands, Portugal, by the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO) and the NPPO of Portugal.  The meeting addressed, among other issues, a brainstorming on the Future of Plant Health and the IPPC, to contribute to the development of a new ten-year strategy for the IPPC.  The result of the TC brainstorm session was submitted to the SPTA and Bureau, as an input to develop the new IPPC Strategy.

30.
More information will be provided under agenda item 7.

Regional workshops for the review of draft ISPMs
31.
It is now a common practice for RPPOs, often in close collaboration with FAO regional and sub-regional officers, to assist the Secretariat with the delivery of regional workshops for the review of draft ISPMs. The Asian and Pacific Plant Protection Commission (APPPC), the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO), the Inter-African Phytosanitary Council (IAPSC) with support from the Participation of African Nations in Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standard-setting Organizations (PAN-SPSO)/African Union (AU) and the Pacific Plant Protection Organization (PPPO), all assisted with the organization of workshops in their regions.

32.
More information is provided under agenda item 12.4.

Regional Plant Protection Organizations
33.
The Regional Plant Protection Organizations (RPPOs) continue to meet annually, supported by the Secretariat, to coordinate activities with the objective of facilitating the implementation of the IPPC. More information is provided under Agenda Item 7.

Asia and Pacific Plant Protection Commission
34.
The Secretariat continues to work with the APPPC on improving their website and delivering information exchange training.
European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization
35.
EPPO helped make arrangements for an expert working group meeting for standard setting and organized a regional workshop on phytosanitary inspection and sampling of consignments for the CIS and Eastern-European countries.
Near East Plant Protection Organization
36.
A representative from the IPPC Secretariat, supported by FAO legal office, attended the inaugural meeting of the Near East Plant Protection Organization (NEPPO). NEPPO is now establishing their offices and the Secretariat looks forward to working with them in future.
North America Plant Protection Organization
37.
The North American Plant Protection Organization (NAPPO) also provided coordination of the Spanish language review group and helped make arrangements for an expert working group. In addition, the IPPC Secretary attended the NAPPO Annual meeting in Kelowna, Canada and provided the meeting with an update on IPPC activities highlighting the current resource limitations of the IPPC Secretariat.
Comité de Sanidad Vegetal del Cono Sur
38.
El Comité de Sanidad Vegetal del Cono Sur (COSAVE) assisted in compiling comments on draft ISPM for SC consideration in November 2010.
Organismo Internacional Regional de Sanidad Agropecuaria 
39.
El Organismo Internacional Regional de Sanidad Agropecuaria (OIRSA) translated the PCE into Spanish and assisted with the early testing of the PCE.

IV. COOPERATION WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Advisory Group on Pest Risk Analysis
40.
This group continues to provide advice to the Secretariat on IPPC-related pest risk analysis (PRA) issues.  This group provided valuable input into the Secretariat’s review of the training material developed by the CBD on Risk Assessment and Risk Management of living modified organisms.

International Forestry Quarantine Research Group (IFQRG)
41.
The International Forestry Quarantine Research Group met 27 September to 1 October 2010 in Lisbon, Portugal. The meeting focused on reviewing forest quarantine research, mostly in relation to research work needed to support the development of ISPMs by the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine (TPFQ). The meeting was attended by forestry scientists, representatives of national and regional plant protection organizations and industry from Europe, North America and Africa. Several scientists presented technical reports on collaborative work carried out in many regions of the world.

42.
A report on IFQRG is also provided under agenda item 8.

V. COOPERATION WITH OTHER REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

European Union
43.
The EU continues to provide valuable financial support to ensure increased developing country participation in IPPC standard setting related meetings.

44.
A representative from the IPPC Secretariat attended a European Union (EU) conference entitled: “Towards a new EU plant health law” and gave a presentation on “Development of Plant Health policies from an international perspective”. This addressed the establishment of regulatory frameworks for the protection of plants from pests, the issues needing consideration when developing phytosanitary legislation and regulations and the key challenges for the establishment or revision of plant health legislation.

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
45.
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) assisted (administratively and financially) in the delivery of two Regional workshops for the review of draft ISPMs, one in Spanish for Latin America and the other in English for the Caribbean.

Participation of African Nations in Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standard-setting Organizations
46.
The Secretariat participated in two steering committee meetings of the project:  PAN-SPSO funded by the EU through the African Union. PAN-SPSO has been essential in supporting the African regional workshops on draft ISPMs.

47.
The CPM is invited to:

· Note the report.
· Encourage contracting parties, the Secretariat and others to promote the IPPC when meeting
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