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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Sixth Session

Rome, 14-18 March 2011

Statement on behalf of CABI
by Trevor Nicholls, Chief Executive Officer
Agenda Point 8.6
I am delighted to represent CABI at this sixth session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures and I would like to thank you for the opportunity to address this session. 

CABI is an inter-governmental development organization that combines scientific research and publishing expertise with skills in transferring knowledge and providing practical help to farmers on the ground.

Our mission is to improve people’s lives worldwide by providing information and applying scientific expertise to solve problems in agriculture and the environment.

We are governed by 47 Member Countries, whose representatives guide us on the agricultural and environmental issues affecting people in their regions. Following their direction we prioritise our development activities and resources to address some of the major challenges facing the world today, such as food security and biodiversity protection.

The principal focus for our activities is currently plant health. Almost all our work with farmers to improve lives and livelihoods is essentially about helping them grow, maintain and trade healthy crops. We do this by creating, disseminating and applying knowledge, particularly in the areas of facilitating access to markets, tackling invasive species, and controlling pests and diseases of plants.

We fully support the important work of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures and value greatly the role of the IPPC in setting global standards for plant health and protecting plant resources, as well as monitoring the spread of plant pests and diseases. The combination of climate change and the ever-increasing mobility of people and goods around the world means that the rate at which plant health problems arise and spread is also accelerating. We have all seen how this can threaten the livelihoods of millions and the food security of millions more – leading in some cases to civil unrest and political instability.

With our major new collaborative initiative, Plantwise, CABI is committed to working in partnership with the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures and the IPPC so as to support and strengthen the objectives and activities of both.

At the centre of the Plantwise programme are the hundreds of community-based plant clinics that CABI is establishing in developing countries around the world in partnership with governments, NPPOs, NGOs and extension organizations. Currently there are clinics operating in 14 countries, but we will be expanding that to 40 countries over the next three years. The clinics advise farmers on pests and diseases in the way a health centre does for humans. They are run by local technical people, known as plant doctors, who set up the clinics in rural marketplaces or other places where farmers congregate. Farmers bring in samples of diseased plants for identification and advice. Instant feedback is provided for the more recognisable problems; but for anything that is difficult to diagnose, plant doctors can ask for advice from experts.  The most intractable problems can be sent to national laboratories, or to our Plantwise Diagnostic Service. 
The benefits of this approach are clear. It facilitates the flow of technical support and expert help to smallholder farmers and extension workers in remote areas. But it remains a partnership with each country’s existing support systems so that it also builds capacity in those countries. In addition, the clinics have the potential to act as a field-based early detection system, helping to monitor plant pests and diseases on a global basis. For example, since the first one was established in 2002 the plant clinics have contributed to the identification of over 50 new diseases.

Underpinning the work of the plant clinics is the Plantwise Knowledge Bank, a prototype of which is due to be launched later this year. 

As we know, the management of pests and diseases is heavily dependent on early detection so that eradication can be attempted and, if this is not possible, management practices can be established. But until now there has been no global system that pulls together the information needed for the effective detection, identification and monitoring of plant pests and diseases, particularly those that are crossing boundaries. With the right knowledge we can identify pests and diseases earlier, slow down their spread and provide the correct treatments before yields are significantly affected.  

The Plantwise Knowledge Bank will bring together high-quality historical and up-to-date plant health information and pest and disease distribution data from a wide range of international sources and content partners, augmented by validated observations from the plant clinics. This information will be digitized, aggregated, structured,  made searchable and then made available through interactive maps, providing a level of granularity that has simply not been available before. We hope that it will be a comprehensive source of plant health intelligence and will become used by governments and other organizations as the basis of a global vigilance system, enabling accurate pest risk forecasts with mitigation and adaptation planning prior to pest outbreaks.

A recent Review Conference of our Member Countries, who represent 70% of the world’s population, unanimously endorsed this programme as CABI’s major strategic initiative. We are also receiving commitments of data, information and financial support from an increasing number of high-level partners for this initiative. Therefore, we believe that Plantwise has the potential to make a significant contribution to achieving the objectives of the IPPC in combating pests, facilitating trade and monitoring the spread of pests and diseases in response to climate change.

 This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAO's processes and contribute to climate neutrality. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and to avoid asking for additional copies. Most FAO meeting documents are available on the Internet at www.fao.org
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