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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Sixth Session

Rome, 14-18 March 2011

Ink amendments to correct inconsistencies in the use of terms in ISPM 5

 Agenda Item 9.4 of the Provisional Agenda

I. BACKGROUND
1.
At its First Session (CPM-1, 2006), the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM) added to the  list of IPPC standards setting topics and priorities a topic to review adopted International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) for consistency in the use of terminology. The Standards Committee (SC) approved Specification 32 (Review of ISPMs) at its May 2006 meeting. A consultant identified where consistency between adopted ISPMs could be improved, and the Technical Panel for the Glossary (TPG) developed a process in 2008, which was presented to the SC and the FAO Legal Services Office. CPM-4 (2009) agreed with the TPG’s recommended process for achieving consistency in the terminology of ISPMs, with the proviso that it was limited to consistency issues and not substantive or stylistic issues. Under this process, adjustments for consistency between adopted ISPMs would be considered “ink amendments,” and would be prepared by the TPG, reviewed by the SC and noted by the CPM. The Secretariat would then apply these “ink amendments” (i.e. minor changes made that do not change the meaning) to the relevant ISPMs. CPM-5 (2010) noted the first set of “ink amendments” for ISPMs 3, 10, 13, 14, 22 and Supplement 1 to ISPM 5.

2.
At its meeting in October 2010, the TPG continued its activities on the consistency in the use of terms. The TPG will recommend a work plan and procedures for the consistency review to the SC as part of a review of the TPG’s work.

II. PROPOSED CHANGES TO ISPM 5

3.
Proposed ink amendments to ISPM 5, which were reviewed and modified by SC at its November 2010 meeting are presented in Attachment 1 (as these changes are only affecting the English version, this attachment is only presneted in English).  The ink ammendments are grouped as follows:
· Terms and definitions that are used with a specific meaning for the ISPMs, but can have a broader sense. The proposal is to add a qualifier to the term (Table 1.)
· Revision of definitions for consistency of wording (Table 2.)
· Use of and/or (Table 3.)
III. RECOMMENDATIONS

4.
The CPM is invited to:

1. 1. Note the ink amendments to correct inconsistencies in the use of terms in ISPM 5 (Attachment 1)
2. Request the Secretariat to apply these ink amendments to ISPM 5.

Attachement 1

ink amendments to ISPM 5

Table 1 - Terms and definitions that are used with a specific meaning for the ISPMs, but can have a broader sense. The proposal is to add a qualifier to the term. 

The added parenthesis indicates that the definition applies to a specific meaning of the term, but the word is free for other uses. Such an amendment is consistent with many such terms with several meanings in ISPM 5 (entry, interception, integrity, pest status, etc.). 

	Term
	Definition
	Proposal
	Reason for the change

	efficacy (treatment)
	A defined, measurable, and reproducible effect by a prescribed treatment 
	Rephrase the term: 

efficacy (of a treatment)
	The qualifier was there, but the change proposed clarifies it and aligns it with other such terms in the Glossary.

	establishment
	Perpetuation, for the foreseeable future, of a pest within an area after entry 
	Rephrase the term: 

establishment (of a pest)
	The term and definition refer to pests, and are necessary for ISPMs. However establishment is also a common English word.  It is needed in ISPMs in other contexts (e.g. establishment of a PFA, of a transit system, of measures). 

	introduction
	The entry of a pest resulting in its establishment 
	Rephrase the term: 

introduction (of a pest)
	The term and definition refer to pests, and are necessary for ISPMs. However introduction is also a common English word.  It is needed in ISPMs for other contexts. 

	spread
	Expansion of the geographical distribution of a pest within an area 
	Rephrase the term: 

spread (of a pest)
	The term and definition refer to pests, and are necessary for ISPMs. However spread is also a common English word.  It is needed in ISPMs for other contexts. 


Table 2. Revision of definition for consistency of wording

	Term
	Definition
	Proposal
	Reason for the change

	regulated area
	An area into which, within which and/or from which plants, plant products and other regulated articles are subjected to phytosanitary regulations or procedures in order to prevent the introduction and/or spread of quarantine pests or to limit the economic impact of regulated non-quarantine pests (see Glossary Supplement No. 2) 
	An area into which, within which and/or from which plants, plant products and other regulated articles are subjected to phytosanitary regulations or procedures phytosanitary measures in order to prevent the introduction and/or spread of quarantine pests or to limit the economic impact of regulated non-quarantine pests (see Glossary Supplement No. 2) 
	1- correction of and/or (see under Table 3 for explanation)

2- phytosanitary measures is what is referred to here, and this is consistent with current terminology

3- this part of the original definition is included in the definition of phytosanitary measure


Table 3. Use of and/or

The proposed ink amendments ensure avoidance of the use of and/or in ISPMs. Usually "and/or" can be replaced by "or", without loss of meaning.  “Or” means that both options can apply at the same time or either of the options can apply.  Only when a sentence reads "either …. or …", does it mean that the two options cannot occur at the same time.
	Term
	Proposal

	Consignment
	A quantity of plants, plant products and/or other articles being moved from one country to another and covered, when required, by a single phytosanitary certificate (a consignment may be composed of one or more commodities or lots)

	Inspection
	Official visual examination of plants, plant products or other regulated articles to determine if pests are present and/or to determine compliance with phytosanitary regulations

	Quarantine
	Official confinement of regulated articles for observation and research or for further inspection, testing and/or treatment

	ISPM 5, supplement 1, 4.
	- eradication and/or containment in the infested area(s)


Note: The SC proposes to not change several other occurrences of and/or in ISPM 5 for the following reasons: 

· In the definition of point of entry: the term is on the work programme for revision of the definition, and the change to and/or can be made during revision.

· In the definition of pre-clearance: the proposed draft on phytosanitary pre-import clearance proposes a revised definition, and the change to and/or can be made at the same time.

· In the definition of kiln-drying, phytosanitary measure, phytosanitary regulation, plant quarantine: the SC requested the TPG to reconsider and/or in these definitions.

· In Supplement No. 3 to ISPM 5, within CBD definitions of invasive alien species and of intentional introduction. The text quotes definitions from Convention on Biodiversity documents, which cannot be modified.
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