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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Sixth Session

Rome, 14-18 March 2011

Election of a Credentials Committee

Agenda Item 4.1 of the Provisional Agenda

I. Introduction

1.

Pursuant to Rule III of the General Rules of the Organization (GRO), Contracting Parties wishing to attend the Fifth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM-6, 2011) shall submit credentials in due form.

II. Notice on Credentials
2.
The credentials issued by a Contracting Party shall indicate the name of the members of its delegation, alternate(s), experts and adviser(s) designated to attend the CPM-6.
3.
Credentials shall be submitted before the opening of the CPM-6 and, at least, on the first day of the session.
4.
A template for submitting credentials is provided herewith (see Annex).
5.
In line with the provision of Rule III.3 of the GRO, the CPM-6 shall elect a Credentials Committee to review the “delegation’s credentials” submitted by the Contracting Parties.
III. Accepted Credentials
6.
In line with the pertinent provisions of the GRO, as well as the practice and criteria followed by the Organization with respect to the acceptance of credentials and the practice of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the matter, credentials must be issued by, or signed on behalf of, any of the following: the Head of State, the Head of Government, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, or the Minister of the Department concerned. An example of credentials issued by a Minister of Foreign Affairs is attached as guidance in the Annex to this document.
7.
In addition to the example below, the following documents could be accepted by the Credentials Committee:
1. a letter signed by an ambassador, chief of mission, or chargé d'affaires, accredited to the Organization, which contains a phrase confirming that they are “Acting upon instructions from the Government”;
2. "Ordres de Mission" if specific mention is made of the CPM-6 and if they are signed by the Minister concerned;
3. Notes Verbales; issued by the Permanent Representation of the Contracting Party to the Organization;
4. faxes and other electronic documents when they are copies of the original credentials, provided that the delegation submits the original credentials before the opening of the last working day of the CPM-6.
IV. Election of the Credentials Committee
8.
The Credentials Committee shall consist of seven members: one from each FAO region. The Credentials Committee will examine and determine the validity of the credentials submitted by Contracting Parties and will submit a report to CPM-6.
9.
CPM-6 is invited to:
1. Nominate seven individuals, one from each FAO region, to be members of the Credentials Committee.
2. Elect the Credentials Committee members.
Annex

CREDENTIALS
(Sample)

[Name of Ministry]

THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF [STATE]

Considering that it is desirable that the Government of [State] will be represented at the Fifth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures, to be convened in Rome from 22 to 26 March, 2010,

HAS DECIDED

To appoint a delegation which shall be entitled to take part in the above-mentioned meeting and to designate as:

Representative

[Name] – [Position]

Alternative representative(s)

[Name] – [Position]

[Name] – [Position]

Adviser(s)

[Name] – [Position]

[Name] – [Position]

Signed and sealed at [place and date]

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
	This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAO's processes and contribute to climate neutrality. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and to avoid asking for additional copies. 
Most FAO meeting documents are available on the Internet at www.fao.org
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