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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010

Agenda item 15.2 of the provisional agenda
Update on Reporting on Pest Free Areas (PFAs) and Areas of 
Low Pest Prevalence (ALPPs)

1.
ISPM 29 (Recognition of pest free areas and areas of low pest prevalence) states that “to improve transparency, contracting parties are encouraged to make available on the International Phytosanitary Portal decisions on PFAs and ALPPs that have been recognized (this information should be updated as appropriate)”.

2.
At the fourth session of the Commission on Phytosanitaty Measures (CPM-4, 2009), it was agreed that an information system would be established on the IPPC website to enable members to submit information on unilaterally declared or bilaterally accepted PFAs or areas of ALPPs.

3.
To this end a form that allows national reporting of PFAs and ALPPs was made available on the new IPPC website (IPP) (www.ippc.int) when it was released on 1 December 2009. Reporting on PFAs is not obligatory, i.e. it is at the discretion of the National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO).

4.
A list of all PFAs and ALPPs added to date is available on the following page of the website: https://www.ippc.int/?id=1110520&no_cache=1&type=pfa&L=0.
5.
As with other national reporting on the IPPC website, IPPC contact points and/or designated IPP editors are able to complete these forms to provide and maintain information on PFAs and ALPPs. PFA and ALPP information provided directly to the Secretariat will not be added to the IPP on behalf of countries due to potential liability concerns if such information contains inaccuracies that may result in trade disputes.
6.
To upload information on PFAs or ALPPs, IPPC contact points or IPP editors should follow these steps:

a) Login to the IPPC website - this will take the user to their dashboard where they can add or edit information.
b) In the box labelled “Create new”, select the option to report a "pest free area or area of low pest prevalence" from the drop-down menu.

c) Fill in and submit the form. The fields in the form are described in detail in Annex 1.
7.
The CPM is invited to:

1. Note the availability of the system for reporting information regarding PFAs and ALPPs;

2. Encourage contracting parties to use this system to improve communication and transparency on this subject.
Annex 1 

Description of the form for providing information on pest free areas and
areas of low pest prevalence 

Required fields are marked with an asterisk (*). 

	Title* 

Enter a descriptive title. 

Publication date*
The date of data entry is filled in automatically. Type over the default date or click on the calendar to reflect the date that the PFA or ALPP was recognized. 

Type of recognition* 

Click on either PFA for Pest Free Area or ALPP for Area of Low Pest Prevalence. 

Location and description of the area* 

This field is free text with the possibility to upload additional files or links to additional information, e.g. supporting maps. 

Pest under consideration* 

Enter the scientific name of the pest.
Pertinent commodities or other regulated article(s)*

Click on the box labelled “Edit keywords” to select the commodity.
Additional information and documentation 

This field enables the user to attach additional files or links. Additional information could include a description of systems used to establish freedom from pest and/or data assembled; measures used to maintain freedom and/or regulations applied; checks to verify that freedom has been maintained, e.g. technical details of surveillance, survey, monitoring systems; agreement(s) between trading partners; scope of recognition, e.g. self, bilateral, regional.

Contact information 

Fields for address, email, telephone, etc using the same format as in other forms.

Submit 

Click “Preview” to view the data entered prior to submitting the form. Click “Submit” to save the data entered and click “Cancel” to close the form without saving the information.
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