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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010

Update on an Open-ended Workshop on the International Movement 
of Grain – submission from Canada 
(document in English and French only)
Agenda Item 15.3 of the Provisional Agenda

1.
The IPPC Informal Working Group on Strategic Planning and Technical Assistance (SPTA) met in October 2009 to discuss the concept of the open-ended workshop and tried to identify extra budgetary funding sources. At that meeting, Canada mentioned that it would explore the possibility of finding resources and hosting the workshop after consultation with various Canadian partners involved in the trade of grain. After a recent consultation with its stakeholders, Canada did get support in principle for hosting the open-ended workshop in Canada in 2011.

2.
The open-ended workshop could be held for 2-3 days in early to mid 2011. In accordance with the proposed participation as provided for in the Terms of Reference for the open-ended workshop (see CPM 2010/14 under the same agenda item), it could involve 40-60 participants from developed and developing countries involved in exporting and importing grain. Canada is determining whether internal budgets or other sources of funding are available to cover some of the logistical components of the event (e.g. meeting rooms, interpretation). However, external support and funding to cover the participation of members from developing countries (e.g. travel, accommodation, meals) and other costs (facilitators, hospitality (including breaks), translation of documents) would still be required.

3.
While Canada continues to seek financial resources from within its own networks, additional support is required and is being sought from the CPM (in-kind support or funds) as well as active participation from member countries in this important international event.

4.
Contracting parties are encouraged to support the open-ended workshop on the international movement of grain, and to offer financial or in-kind support.
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