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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fourth Session

Rome, 30 March – 3 April 2009 

Formal objection submitted by Japan
Item 9.3 of the Provisional Agenda
1.
Information submitted by Japan in relation to Agenda Item 9.3 of the Provisional Agenda (Adoption of international standards – under the special process, document CPM2009/22) is provided in Annex 1. An Excel spreadsheet was also provided, and is available on the IPP . Limited numbers of copies will be made available at the documents desk during the Session.
Annex 1

Formal objection submitted by Japan
Irradiation phytosanitary treatments: 

Annex 11 - Irradiation treatment for Grapholita molesta
Annex 12 - Irradiation treatment for Grapholita molesta under hypoxia
1.
Japan appreciates efforts made by members of the Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments (TPPT) in preparing the draft phytosanitary treatments for member consultation.
2.
We, however, would like to make a formal objection to irradiation treatments for Grapholita molesta (Annex11) and for Grapholita molesta under hypoxia (Annex12) for the reason that the proposed irradiation treatments are not consistent to presented scientific evidence. The effective absorbed dose for Grapholita molesta should be 232 Gy for 200 Gy.
3.
The rationales for the objection are as follows:
1. Hallman,G.J. (2004a)
 describes that “the maximum dose 232 Gy measured during the treatment at a dose of 200 Gy, should be the dose recommended for quarantine disinfestations purposes (for Grapholita molesta)”.   
2. The TPPT applied different criteria for G. molesta than for the other 12 insect pests. We reviewed the publications referred to for the 14 irradiation treatments to clarify what criteria were used by comparing three doses: 
a) Target dose described in the references, 
b) Measured maximum absorbed dose; and 
c) The recommended dose by authors of the references (See to an attachment: Excel file).

4.
As a result of our analysis, for 12 other protocols other than those for G. molesta, TPPT used either “B” (when the measured maximum dose (B) was higher than the target dose (A)) or “C” recommended by the authors. However, it seems that the TPPT made an inconsistent determination for G. molesta. Therefore, we recommend the absorbed dose of 232 Gy for G. molesta.
� Hallman, G. J. 2004a. Ionizing irradiation quarantine treatment against oriental fruit moth (Lepidoptera: Tortricidae) in ambient and hypoxic atmospheres. J. Econ. Entomol. 97: 824-827.
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