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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fourth Session

Rome, 30 March – 3 April 2009 

Amendment to the IPPC Standard Setting Procedure (Annex 1 of the Rules of Procedure of the CPM) and the Provisions for the Availability of Standard Setting Documents (Report of CPM-3 (2008), Appendix 12)

Agenda Item 9.7 of the Provisional Agenda

I. Introduction
1.
Standard setting procedures
 adopted by the Third Session of the Commission of Phytosanitary Measures (CPM-3, 2008) require the Standards Committee (SC) to give members feedback on how their comments are considered when draft standards are redrafted, particularly in cases where substantive comments made during member consultation are not incorporated into the draft standard. 

2.
The IPPC Standard Setting Procedure (Annex 1 of the Rules of Procedure of the CPM) and the Provisions for the Availability of Standard Setting Documents (Report of CPM-3 (2008), Appendix 12) now require the provision of, "A summary of major issues discussed and of SC reactions to substantive comments that were not incorporated into the standard is produced as part of the SC report and posted on the IPP". [emphasis supplied]

II. Issues related to Standards Committee summaries of draft standards
3.
While drafting the report of the meeting of the SC from November 2007, stewards, the SC-7, SC and the Secretariat attempted to summarize discussions relating to substantive comments that were not incorporated into draft standards. 

4.
At the November 2008 meeting of the SC, the SC-7 indicated that producing summaries of SC reactions to substantive comments not incorporated into draft standards was not feasible with the existing resources available. The overwhelming workload of the SC-7, SC, and the stewards prevents them from drafting such summaries. 

5.
In addition, given the multiple steps and many changes made to draft ISPMs and the number of member comments received, it is difficult to draft a succinct and meaningful summary explaining why specific comments have not been incorporated into draft standards.  

6.
The SC carefully discussed and analyzed this issue, and recommended to propose that the CPM reconsider obligations that require the SC report to contain summaries of SC reactions to substantive comments that were not incorporated into draft standards.

7.
The CPM is invited to:

1. Note, that, for reasons of resource constraints, workload, and complexity, it is not feasible for the SC to produce summaries of their reactions to substantive comments that are not incorporated into each draft standard. 
2. Note, that the Secretariat and the SC can, however, provide a summary of major issues discussed as part of the SC report.
3. Reconsider, obligations contained in the IPPC standard setting procedure that require the SC report to contain summaries of SC reactions to substantive comments that were not incorporated into draft standards.
4. Agree, that a summary of major issues discussed will be included as part of the SC report.
�  CPM-3 (2008) adopted a number of procedures regarding the IPPC standard setting process. The CPM-3 report is available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.ippc.int/id/202719?language=en" ��https://www.ippc.int/id/202719?language=en�. 
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