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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fourth Session

Rome, 30 March – 3 April 2009

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Statement

Agenda Item 8.4 of the Provisional Agenda

1.
A statement from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), prepared by its secretariat, is provided in Annex 1. 

Annex 1

Fourth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures

Rome, Italy, 30 March – 4 April 2008

IAEA Statement

1.
The IAEA, through its Joint FAO/IAEA Division of Nuclear Techniques in Food and Agriculture, has been actively supporting the Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) during the last 5 years to review and develop international standards and in creating phytosanitary capacity in IPPC Member States in order to level the playing field in international agricultural trade.

2.
In terms of normative activities, the Joint FAO/IAEA Division has participated in the development of the following adopted ISPMs Nos. 3, 18, 26 and 30. In addition we have also contributed to the development of the draft ISPM on Systems Approaches for Fruit Flies, and a draft annex to ISPM No. 26 on Trapping Procedures for Fruit Flies. 

3.
Our Joint Division has also organized and funded the last two annual meetings of the IPPC Technical Panel on Pest Free Areas and Systems Approaches for Fruit Flies that we hosted in Vienna and we are now in the process of organizing the next meeting that will also be held in Vienna in August 2009. With the current shortage of staff within the IPPC Secretariat we have also agreed to provide fuller Secretariat support to this meeting in the preparation of the documents and the finalization of the report. Some of our staff are, and have been, members of this panel, who are able to provide technical support and access to additional expertise within our organization. 

4.
The Joint FAO/IAEA Division also hosted another IPPC panel: the Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments, which also met in Vienna and which is involved in developing post-harvest Phytosanitary treatments, including irradiation treatments for fruit flies. In addition, we provided technical expertise to the panel during their preparation of responses to member comments on several irradiation Phytosanitary treatments.  These treatments are intended for inclusion as annexes to ISPM No. 28, Phytosanitary treatments for regulated pests.

5.
In terms of capacity building, the Joint FAO/IAEA Division has devoted part of its technical assistance delivery to the implementation of the ISPMs in developing countries and in strengthening the State Member phytosanitary capacity in Latin America, Africa and Asia. The establishment of national or regional (transboundary) area-wide integrated pest management projects against major insect pests automatically includes a component on ISPM implementation, through national or regional workshops and technical meetings.

6.
The most recently event was the organization and funding of the FAO/IAEA Regional Training Course on Pest Risk Analysis as Part of SIT Application for Asian countries. Part of the course was based on the use of IPPC pest risk analysis training materials. Since these materials focus more on pest risk assessment and less on risk management, jointly developing complementary risk management training materials could be another future area of collaboration with the IPPC Secretariat.
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