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Rome, 7-11 April 2008

Report of the Convention on Biological Diversity

Agenda Item 7.3 of the Provisional Agenda

1.
Information provided by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity is attached.
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The scale of human activitics such as aquaculture/mariculture, civil and military transportation, and
international trades are constantly growing larger around the world. This contributes to non-native species
invasions, a phenomenon cumulatively considered to be a serious factor in the global loss of native
biological diversity. Disease risks to humans, domcesticated animals and wild animals may be associated
with the live animal trade as well. The cost that the world pays for the loss of biodiversity is on the scale
of billions of dollars every year — and this only accounts for the known cases. Moreover, this estimate
increases when one takes into account the cost of eradication of invasive alien specxes (1AS) and
mitigation of the impacts that they have on endemic species. Clearly, the risks of invasive alien species
are substantial. If we are to addregs these risks, precauuonaxy measures must be considered. If we are to
meet the 2010 Biodiversity Target, the spread invasive alien species must be mitigated. And yet, as global
travel and trade expands, so does the threat of invasive alien species.

While the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is now in an enhanced phase of implementation,
rmuch of our work on the ground reties on partnering with relevant organisations. In the International Plan
Protection Convention (IPPC), the CBD has found an invaluable partner whose knowledge and expertise
has helped to strengthen our own programme of work on invasive alien species (IAS). Combining efforts
and creating synergies is the only way through which the world can begin to limit the impacts of IAS apd
ultimately eradicate them.

Since the seventh Conference of the Parties (COP 7) to the CBD in 2004, IPPC and CBD have been
working together to develop mechanisms to address the threats posed by IAS. At COP 8, the CBD was
mandated to continue work in this critical area by consulting with relevant international bodies and
instruments, such as the IPPC, the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ), and the World Trade Organization (WTO)
regarding whether and how to address the lack of international standards covering invasive alien species.
in particular animals, that are not pests of plants under the IPPC, and 10 report on the results of these
consuliarions for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advice (SBSTTA) and by the COP at its ninth meeting.

Last month at the FAQ in Rome, SBSTTA invited the IPPC to continue its efforts to expand, within its
mandate, its actual coverage of invasive alien species that impact on biodiversity, including in aquatic
environments. To follow-up on this, the secretariats of the IPPC and CBD met during the SBSTTAI3 to
develop a joint programme of work in order to assist prevention, detection and eradication of invasive
alien species at national, regional and global levels. I gratefully note that the secretariat of the IPPC have
given us access to their National Plant Protection Organisations, enabling the CBD to address the threats
of IAS and to interact with as many experts as possible. Indeed many of the CBD's efforts are
dramatically strengthened by generous co-operations to jointly-organized programme of work.

1 therefore looked forward to continued partnership between our two conventions. I thank you for your
support and wish you a fruitful meeting.
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