PPPO Summary report – 26th TC-RPPO held in Antigua, Guatemala


Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO) Report at the 27th TC of RPPO – Memphis, Tennessee, USA
The PPPO was recognised as an RPPO in 1997.  Today it has 22 members Pacific Island Countries and Territories with its metropolitan member countries members of Australia, New Zealand and United States of America.  The Executive Secretariat of the PPPO seats with the Secretariat of the Pacific Community.  There are 13 contracting parties to the IPPC.  Those not contracting parties have been encouraged to sign up.
1. Standard Setting Bodies

The Executive Secretariat attending the 26th TC RPPO held in Antigua, Guatemala in 2014 and reported on the activities of the PPPO.  In April 2015, PPPO members attended CPM 10 were Samoa, Cook Islands, Australia, New Zealand and the Executive Secretary for PPPO.
The annual Regional IPPC workshop was held in Suva, Fiji from the 29th to 31st July 2015.    The regional IPPC workshop was for three days where members were able to comment on the three ISPM standards and also to use the OCS for comments.  The PPPO was also blessed with the attendance of the IPPC Secretariat.  The IPPC Secretariat and the IPPC Capacity Development Committee chairperson facilitated training to PPPO members on National Reporting Obligations for IPPC contracting parties.

 Information Exchange

· The NPPO contact point are updated annually as NPPO’s are normally changing within its members.  E-newsletter - newsletter is a means of sharing any information whether it be training workshops, regional meetings etc - to all NPPOs in the PICs
· Another area where information is shared to the NPPO in the region is through the PPPO mailing list. This list comprise of all NPPO contacts of the south west pacific region and is used as an information exchange platform in keeping abreast with regional topical biosecurity and plant protection issues. 
2. Technical Assistance provided by PPPO to its members

The PPPO is funded by project funds.  This funds meets the financial needs of its members to participate in regional workshops and regional meeting such as PPPO Executive Committee meeting, Draft ISPM meeting, PPPO Full board regional meeting, and training organized by IPPC, Australia or New Zealand.
As part of SPCs commitment to its members, SPC-LRD established a biosecurity helpdesk as part of its technical advisory services to better serve its clients (PPPO Members).  The helpdesk predominantly receives and processes email equerries on matters related to biosecurity, trade facilitation and plant protection including advice on import risk analysis 

3. 8th Board meeting of the Pacific Plant Protection Organisation(PPPO) and the 17th Regional Technical Meeting of Plant Protection(RTMPP)
The 8th board meeting of the PPPO and 17th RTMPP meeting was held in Nadi Fiji from the 21st-25th September 2015.  A total of 71 participants (including observers) attended the meeting.  At the meeting, Vanuatu was elected the Chair of the PPPO with Australia the Vice Chair.  Also there were nominations for the PPPO Executive committees for the next two years.  Executive committee members were endorsed by the three regions in the Pacific namely Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia.

Nominees were: 

 Melanesia – Fiji and New Caledonia

Micronesia – Nauru and Republic of the Marshall Island
Polynesia – Tonga and Niue
The terms of office is two years.  At the meeting the members agreed to a two yearly meeting of the PPPO board rather than the triennial meeting that it used to have previously. 

Other areas of discussion at the meeting was:

· PPPO secretariats report on the activities of the PPPO

· Update on the IPPC activities.  Update was done by Lois Ransom of Australia in her position as Bureau member.  Ms Ransom noted that not many Pacific members were at the last CPM. She let members know that funding is available for developing countries to attend the meeting. She reinforced that representation of the South West Pacific region on the Bureau was an opportunity for the Pacific.
The IPPC have a new Secretary who has already shown strong leadership. 
On the subject of the E-Phyto – There will be a global Symposium in South Korea. North America is looking at funding a Pilot hub for e-phyto exchange. The APPPC is looking at e-phyto readiness for participation in a global pilot hub.

There is a new focus in the IPPC on the implementation of standards beginning with a pilot on surveillance. The CDC has developed a manual.  The PPPO board was also informed that CPM 11 will be from the 4th to 8th April 2016.
The IPPC is looking at developing a new strategic plan. 
· IPPC Dispute Avoidance and Settlement System by lois.  The Bureau member updated the board on the bureau discussions on the Dispute avoidance ad settlement system which included the following:

a. Phytosanitary dispute is defined as disagreement over the imposition of a phytosanitary measure between two or more countries.

b. CPM agreed that dispute avoidance should be the first step in solving phytosanitary disagreements.

c. Strong recommendation to avoid disputes with suggestions of ways to avoid this very lengthy and expensive exercise. 

d. Countries can also look to standards for guidance and actively report non-compliance.

e. There are steps that can be found on the International Phytosanitary Portal:       https://www.ippc.int/en/core-activities/dispute-settlement/

· Standard Setting was led by SC Chair – Dr Bart Rossel.

Several standards have been subject to formal objections. Phytosanitary treatments as phytosanitary measures are now being drafted by the Technical Panel for Phytosanitary Treatments. This could be of great benefit to the PPPO region. 

Of particular relevance to the PPPO is the treatment on Heat Treatment Forced Air for papaya for fruit fly which will be up for adoption at CPM this year if approved by the SC. Tonga noted concern on how specific the standard was and whether that would have trade implications. 

Dr Rossel noted that no experts were nominated for the expert working group for the waste standard from the Pacific, even though the topic was nominated by the Pacific.  SWP will seek CPMs approval to keep the Waste standards with the IPPC workplan as it is important to the region.

The PPPO board was also informed that the surveillance standard (ISPM 6) will be reviewed in October.
· IPPC Capacity Development Committee Update – Chairperson – Sally Jenning

Presented on the phytosanitary information available from the IPPC website such as pest surveillance protocols, standards implementation manuals. This information is provided so that countries do not need to re-invent the wheel and can utilize existing information sources.

ii.
Updated on phytosanitary capacity evaluation (PCE) as principal tool to evaluate capacities of quarantine systems.

iii.
Requested countries provide CDC with their priority training needs.
· PPPO Business Plan and resource mobilisation

· Phytosanitary Capacity building
· Update on the Sea container Standard by John Hedley. 

The IPPC has been working to develop a standard on sea containers for some time. There will be a Special Session at CPM devoted to sea containers to look at different aspects including risk aspects, industry concerns and practical NPPO problems. Not all countries are aware of the risk of pest movement with sea containers or do wish to address them. Next year there will be the third expert working group meeting
· PPPO logo.  The PPPO secretariat proposed the development of a PPPO logo to provide further recognition of the PPPO and noted that other RPPOS have their unique logos.  The PPPO board supported the proposed development of a PPPO logo.  SPC to initiate a competition, open to higher education institutions to design a logo for the PPPO.
· PPPO Website.  Endorsed that PPPO have a stand alone website.  PPPO Secretariat to work on this proposal.
· New and emerging pests

At the 8th PPPO board meeting saw the launching of the Regional Handicraft Manual.  This was funded by the Australian government under the Pacific Horticultural Agricultural Market Access project (PHAMA).    

It is important to note that the workplan of SPC-Biosecurity and Trade is based around the PPPO work plan.  
4. Pest Surveillance activities
The PPPO conducts Crop pest surveillance when NPPO requests for this technical assistance annually.  In 2015 pest surveillance was done for Palau, Vanuatu Tuvalu and Yap.  Collection of arthropod samples has been sent to the NZ laboratory for identification authentication.  To date some results have been received and country Pest List Database has been updated.  On a positive note PPPO has worked with Cook Islands NPPO to eradicate Oriental Fruit-fly from the island.
The Pacific region is well known for IAS both plants and insects.
In 2015, PPPO has assisted Tuvalu and Nauru on delimiting surveys for Yellow Crazy Ants (YCA).  PPPO is also working with other partners on a project to address Yellow Crazy Ants in Tokelau and Kiribati in terms or management, control and capacity building for its biosecurity officers at the border.  It is hoped that the finding of the project will be guide for the other PICTs that have YCA in its environment.
5. Capacity Building
· PPPO has been actively involved in capacity building for its members.  In 2014 there was an annual Biosecurity Training – North Pacific where participants were from Guam, FSM, Palau, RMI, and Saipan.  Training was in March 2015
· Regional Global Quarantine awareness Training for Palau, Vanuatu and Solomon Islands (covering international agreements, organizations and standards)
· Plant Health Systems Analysis course.  This was funded under the US-APHIS and International Service.  The training was from 8th to 19th June 2015.  A total of 7 participants from the PPPO member countries were selected to attend the training.  The training was for two weeks covering a range of topics such as:

·   Regulatory Framework for Plant Protection

· Phytosanitary Terminology 

· What is Risk, Overview of Risk Analysis, Resources for PRA 

· Approaches to Pest Risk Assessment – Collaboration Tools

· Qualitative Risk Assessment, PRA guidelines, elements process overview

· Pest Lists, Pest Initiated PRA
· Bio-Surveillance for Effective Safeguarding: Pest Lens

· Fundamentals of Risk Management

· Systems Approaches

· Application of GIS to Plant Health 

· Phytosanitary Treatments and the Use of Treatment Schedules

· Plant Inspection Stations

· Trapping and Surveillance
6. Legislation Review
PPPO with financial assistance from FAO (SAP) engaged a consultant to review the Biosecurity legislation for Fiji and Cook Islands.  At present, Cook Islands Crown Law needs to send their comments through to the PPPO Secretariat who will then forward it to the consultant to include the comments.  For Fiji the work had to be withdrawn due to issues beyond the PPPO Secretariats control.
7. Market Access Activities
This is an output within the PPPO work-plan to assist its members to engage in trade with each other and also internationally.

In 2015 PPPO assisted the following on market access activities:

· Assisted Niue of Honey Bee health Survey
· Worked with NPPO Tuvalu in developing a Market Access submission to NZ for export of breadfruit chips
· Assisted Cook Islands Noni Marketing Ltd to get Chinese Organic Certification
· Feasibility study of Papaya Export to NZ from the Cook Island
· NPPO Fiji assisting mature ginger access to the Australian market.
8. RPPO Collaboration

PPPO and APPPC had been working in collaboration on the following:

· Surveillance workshop

· E-phyto workshop 
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