ANNEX V


Specification No. 13
Title: Phytosanitary measures for consignments in transit
Reason for the standard: Transit of consignments of regulated articles is a measure which facilitates trade, since it allows consignments to be transported more rapidly and at less expense without application of the usual procedures at import and re-export. Countries should therefore evaluate whether they can allow a modification of import procedures for consignments of regulated articles in transit, provided adequate alternative simpler procedures are followed which adequately reduce risk. 

Scope and purpose: The standard should provide guidance on appropriate procedures, particularly in relation to those which are in any case applied to consignments in transit for customs purposes. This standard recommends procedures to be followed in countries of transit, to allow consignments of regulated articles to pass in transit under procedures less stringent than those for import and re-export. Such procedures should also be evaluated to assure that they provide adequate protection to the ultimate importing country from any phytosanitary risks arising in the country of transit.

Tasks
In drafting a standard, the following transit scenarios should in particular be considered.

1. Countries may evaluate whether normally prohibited commodities may enter and transit, and under what conditions.

2.  They may evaluate whether commodities normally subject to certain restrictions at import may be exempted wholly or partly from those restrictions, or be subjected to other lighter restrictions.

3.  Consideration of the relationship between domestic measures and transit measures, in order to avoid more restrictive measures for articles of same phytosanitary risk.

4. Where it is possible for the commodities to pass in transit for customs purposes, countries may evaluate whether the customs procedures are in themselves sufficient for their phytosanitary security, or whether they need to be supplemented by other procedures.

5.  Countries may also consider whether consignments in transit are exposed to infestation or contamination by pests which may present a risk to other countries (in transit or at final import) and whether appropriate procedures can be proposed to reduce these risks.

6. Consider the components of an in-transit system such as arrangements for arrival in the country, safeguarding, routes of travel, tracking and requirements related to departure from the transit country.

Provision of resources: To be determined

Proposed work programme: To be determined

Steward: Ringolds Arnitis

Collaborator: EPPO

Expertise: To be determined

Participants: A working group of 5-7 phytosanitary experts.

Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its fifth session, April 2003. Approved by the Standards Committee in November 2003.

References: To be determined

Specification No. 3 (2nd revision) Revision of ISPM No. 2 Guidelines for pest risk analysis
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