Specification No. 2 (revised)

Title: Revision of ISPM No. 1 (Principles of plant quarantine as related to international trade)
Reason for revision: FAO Conference adopted ISPM No. 1 in 1993. This was before the revision of the IPPC and also before the completion of the GATT Uruguay Round negotiations that resulted in the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) and the establishment of the World Trade Organization. The adoption and coming into force of the SPS Agreement (1995) and the adoption of IPPC (1997) represent further development of the original concepts that formed the basis for ISPM No. 1. This means that the standard is now inconsistent with the IPPC (1997) and describes principles differently than equivalent concepts in the SPS Agreement. Revision of ISPM No. 1 is needed to correct and update the standard.

Scope and purpose: The standard identifies and describes general and specific principles as related to the application of phytosanitary measures in international trade. It is a reference standard that aids the understanding of obligations in the IPPC and the SPS Agreement and provides guidance for the evaluation of fundamental elements in phytosanitary systems.

Tasks:

The overall task is to undertake a complete review of ISPM No. 1 with the aim of updating the standard for consistency with the IPPC (1997) and to improve clarity as well as completeness.

In particular, attention should be given to:

1. ensuring that each principle is short, focused and unambiguous;

2. revising the title and text as phytosanitary principles;

3. full alignment with the IPPC (1997) and the agreed interpretation of the term phytosanitary measure;

4. consideration of whether non-discrimination is two principles as in the SPS Agreement 
    (Art. II.3 and Art. V.5);

5. consideration of whether the titles of “technical justification” or “risk analysis” is more appropriate;

6. principles which should be deleted;

7. principles which should be combined, modified or added. 

Provision of resources: It was agreed at the Fifth Session of the ICPM to convene a working group to undertake the revision of ISPM No. 1 primarily by e-mail and/or conference calls.

Proposed work programme: The revision of ISPM No. 1 has been identified as a priority in the work programme. An e-mail working group may be convened during 2003-4 depending on the availability of IPPC Secretariat resources to coordinate the group.

Steward: Reinouw Baast-Tjeerde / John Hedley

Expertise: A working group of 5-7 experts having broad familiarity with phytosanitary systems and specific familiarity with the IPPC and the SPS Agreement, and representing diverse geographical regions. 

Participants: to be determined - the Glossary working group may provide a core of participants 

Approval: Incorporated into the work programme at the Fifth Session of the ICPM in 2003. Specification modified by the SC-7 in May 2003, and then following SC-20 comments obtained by e-mail.

References: ISPM No. 1, discussion papers from the IPPC Secretariat, including drafts that have been previously prepared, including the discussion paper from March 2001.
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