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1. Background
[1] The use of harmonized phytosanitary measures for wood packaging material (WPM) as outlined in ISPM 15 (Regulation of wood packaging material in international trade) provides guidelines and technical specifications that reduce risk of introduction and spread of quarantine pests associated with WPM made from raw wood. 

[2] To analyze the regulatory effects that implementation of ISPM 15 has on the economies of a group of countries (Botswana, Cameroon, Kenya and Mozambique), Papayrakis and Tascotti conducted a study, supported by the Standards and Trade Facilitation Facility (STDF), to look at the value of exports and imports in the last 15 years. The study looked at many different aspects and includes multiple objectives: 

· Cost/benefit analysis of ISPM 15 implementation using statistical models to identify trade patterns across different sectors; 

· Review procedures, legislation and other controls in place for ISPM 15 implementation and associated challenges;

·  Evaluate ISPM 15 implementation generated benefits and losses and associated spread of these among stakeholders;

·  Raise awareness of ISPM 15 implementation in the participating countries and advise them on appropriate procedures for effective and cost-efficient implementation; and

· Through the results help other countries with ISPM 15 implementation. 

[3] The research team used qualitative information collected through interviews, micro data gathered during structured surveys directed at a total of WPM treatment facilities and macro data on trade flows (across all sectors) between the participating countries and trading partners. The study involved a range of stakeholders within the countries, including NPPOs, government ministries (including Customs), WPM facilities, local manufacturers and exporters and importers. 

[4] The qualitative information and micro data revealed that there is some confusion with applying the WPM treatments in ISPM 15, the re-treatment of broken WPM and methods to carry out import inspections in conjunction with Customs. The macro data revealed that across 120 different sectors of both exports and imports there is an increase in trade volumes following the implementation of ISPM 15. An interesting policy outcome from this data was that sectors with poorer implementation of ISPM 15 benefited the least in economic growth. 

[5] The lessons learnt from this study are that effective implementation of ISPM 15 has an economic benefit across many sectors. However, for this to be achieved NPPOs need to work in close collaboration with treatment facilities to ensure appropriate treatment and certification of WPM and awareness needs to be raised so that other stakeholders understand the importance of the risk associated with WPM. 

RPPO contributions to implement ISPM 15 
[6] To build on the outcomes of the STDF study the IPPC Secretariat is seeking to further understand the implementation issues associated with ISPM 15 in all regions. To do this it is proposed the TC-RPPOs consider the questionnaire that was used in the study and adapt this if necessary to then engage with their contracting parties to seek this information. 
[7] Considering the importance of implementation of ISPM 15, RPPOs are requested to:

· Review the questionnaire used in the STDF study and adapt if necessary (see document 19_TC-RPPO_2017_Nov).
· Engage with contracting parties in their regions to request completion of the questionnaire. 
· Discuss and recommend what to do with the results of the questionnaire. 
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