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1. Introduction

❑ Opportunities for integrating African Phytosanitary Programme (APP) activities into those of 

FAO’s plant protection activities are numerous and strategically important, e.g.:

o reinforcing plant health systems,

o reducing pest risks,

o enhancing agricultural productivity,

o promoting safe agricultural trade,

o enhancing market access, and

o supporting food security in Africa.

❑ Success depends on collaborative planning, capacity building, policy coherence, and leveraging 

digital and scientific innovations.
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❑ The APP’s key tenets:

1) Safeguarding plant health, agriculture and natural resources against the introduction and 

spread of plant pests by helping NPPOs to improve their technical and phytosanitary capacity.

- APP supports PRA, pest surveillance, capacity development, and data management.

→ Save for a very few countries, a lot of the data systems in NPPOs are not digitized.

2) Promoting safe trade and the expansion of international and regional market access for 

agricultural products by supporting NPPOs to facilitate the import and export of agricultural 

products in accordance with the respective ISPMs.
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❑ Given the outlined tenets, the APP’s importance or role can therefore be seen in 3 main areas:

i. responding to threats posed by invasive alien species (IAS), transboundary pests, and climate 

change,

ii. enhancing Africa’s agricultural trade competitiveness and market access, &

iii. ensuring sustainable agriculture and food security across the continent.
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❑ In the context of the current APP training workshop, FAO’s plant protection activities can be 

summarised as follows:

1) Support to the IPPC

2) Pest and disease surveillance and control

o Examples - Locusts, African armyworm, Foc TR4, BBTV, Goss’s wilt 

3) Capacity building of NPPOs

4) Emergency preparedness, response and technical assistance

5) Data and information systems

6) Integrated pest management and short-term R4D

7) Policy and regulatory support



Africa Phytosanitary Programme · 23–27 June 2025

8) Regional and International Cooperation

o Collaboration with the CGIAR (e.g., IITA), CoE (e.g., ARC, Stellenbosch Univ) and non-profit 

intergovernmental organizations (e.g. CABI), NPPOs with capacity (e.g. KEPHIS, NPPOZA) on 

capacity building of NPPOs and scaling of novel technologies.



Africa Phytosanitary Programme · 23–27 June 2025

2. Key Areas for Integration
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1) Both APP and FAO are already working with NPPOs on the continent to build their capacities in 

implementing ISPMs and harmonization of African phytosanitary measures with IPPC standards.

o Example:  Development of guidelines for phytosanitary measure of potato cyst nematodes 

(Globodera rostochiensis and G. pallida) and Soft Rot Pectobacteriaceae.
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2) APP can also leverage the global initiatives of FAO’s Plant Production and Protection Division (NSP) to 

align its African phytosanitary priorities with FAO’s One Health programme, climate-resilient 

agriculture, and sustainable pest management strategies
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3) FAO is working with RECs (e.g., SADC, EAC, ECOWAS, COMESA,) to harmonize regulations and build 

regional phytosanitary capacity of NPPOs.

₋ FAO can facilitate joint regional action plans and knowledge sharing platforms in which APP 

participates and also starts working directly with the RECs.
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4) Scaling up the use of Phytosanitary Capacity Evaluation (PCE) Tools across Africa countries - FAO can 

coordinate technical support and funding for countries to implement identified gaps from PCEs.
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5) Strengthening surveillance systems, emergency preparedness and response for emerging plant health 

threats.

o Example:  BBTV, Foc TR4, Goss’s Wilt (causative pathogen - Clavibacter michiganensis subsp. 

nebraskensis).

o FAO’s TCPs can support awareness-creation, training, and emergency phytosanitary interventions.
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6) Implementation of ePhyto

o APP can work with FAO in capacity building activities for the adoption of the IPPC ePhyto Solution 

for electronic certification in STOSAR Phase II Project.
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7) Use of digital tools for pest surveillance to ensure transparency and credibility in pest status 

declarations.

o APP could forge close collaboration with FAO in capacity building of NPPOs in the use of digital tools 

(e.g. KoboToolbox) for collection of pest surveillance data, analysis, management and reporting.



Africa Phytosanitary Programme · 23–27 June 2025

3. Conclusion

❑ Africa’s phytosanitary capacity is slowly growing but greater integration is essential to respond 

effectively to the threats posed by transboundary pests and diseases as well as to enhance 

market access (regional and international).

❑ The APP provides a unique platform to align regional efforts with FAO’s global plant protection 

initiatives, including IPPC implementation, One Health and sustainable agrifood systems 

transformation. 

❑ By leveraging FAO’s technical expertise and regional coordination, the APP can scale impact, 

mobilize resources, and position the continent as a player in plant health governance.

❑ Let us grab this opportunity to build a cohesive, responsive, and innovative phytosanitary 

framework that enhances food security, trade, and biodiversity conservation across the 

continent.



 Train-the-Trainer workshop

IPPC Secretariat

Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations (FAO)

ippc@fao.org | www.ippc.int

Thank you

mailto:ippc@fao.org
http://www.ippc.int/

	Slide 1: Opportunities for African Phytosanitary Programme Integration in FAO Plant Protection Activities 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: 1. Introduction
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: 2. Key Areas for Integration
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: 3. Conclusion
	Slide 17: Thank you

