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COMPILED MEMBER COMMENTS

2008-005: Draft Specification on International movement of cut flowers and branches 

	Com.# no. 
	Para.# no. 
	Comment type 
	Comment 
	Explanation 
	Country 

	[1] 
	G 
	Substantive 
	This specification covers too many issues, many of which are covered in other standards (PRA, PFA, ALPP, Systems approaches etc.), there is no need to repeat all these here as these issues are likely to disregarded during country comments on the standard.
As cut flowers and branches are likely to be produced by many producers under various conditions such issues as water sources and seed quality are virtually impossible for NPPO's to inspect and are of minor importance to this commodity type.
The standard should concern itself mainly with the management of risks in cut flowers and branches.  I.e. what are the speciic risks in cut flowers and branches and how can these risks be mitigated (mainly by actions taken post harvest).
	
	Israel 

	[2] 
	G 
	Substantive 
	Mexico agrees and supports approval of this Draft Specification of ISPM and do not have major comments.
	
	Mexico 

	[3] 
	1 
	Substantive 
	DRAFT SPECIFICATION FOR ISPM: 
International movement of cut flowers and branches for decorative purposes (2008-005)
	Note that both cut flowers and branches can have multiple uses that do not apply under this standard; therefore we suggest being explicit in the title and scope as to exactly what is covered in the standard, which is cut flowers and branches used for decorative purposes. 
	United States of America 

	[4] 
	4 
	Technical 
	International movement of cut flowers and branches 1.
	1. Include foot page to clarify that the term may also include trees or shrubs cut for ornamental purposes as in the case of Christmas trees 
	Costa Rica 

	[5] 
	6 
	Editorial 
	A large volume of cut flowers and branches is moved in international trade. Cut flowers and branches are known pathways for quarantine pests. Very often, delivery of these perishable commodities is delayed because of pests detected at ports points of entry.
	Other entry points than ports are also relevant. 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Israel 

	[6] 
	6 
	Substantive 
	A large volume of cut flowers and branches is moved in international trade. Cut flowers and branches are known pathways for quarantine pests. Very often, delivery of these perishable commodities is delayed because of pests detected at ports of entry. Guidelines on how to minimize the risks of quarantine pests present in cut flowers and branches prior to importtion could contribute to lower the risks related to the international trade of these commodities and allow for reduced delays at the border.
	Clarify why the development of an ISPM is so relevant and what could be some benefits. 
	Canada 

	[7] 
	6 
	Substantive 
	A large volume of cut flowers and branches is moved in international trade. Cut flowers and branches are known pathways for quarantine pests. Very often, delivery of these perishable commodities is delayed because of pests detected at ports of entry. Specific guideline on phytosanitary measure is needed in order to mitigate the risk of introduction and spread of pests and facilitate the safe movement of cut flowers and branches. The guideline is useful for both importing and exporting countries.
 
	For more clarification. 
	Japan 

	[8] 
	6 
	Substantive 
	A large volume of cut flowers and branches is moved in international trade. Cut flowers and branches are known pathways for quarantine pests. Very often, delivery of these perishable commodities is delayed because of pests detected at ports of entry.  Change to read: A large volume of cut flowers and branches is moved in international trade and may harbor quarantine
 pests. Delivery of these perishable commodities may be delayed due to identification or treatment of pests detected at ports of entry. 
	Clearer, and language consistent with the Convention (harboring quarantine pests) 
	United States of America 

	[9] 
	6 
	Technical 
	A large volume of cut flowers and branches is moved in international trade. Cut flowers and branches are known pathways for quarantine pests. Very often, delivery of these perishable commodities is delayed because of pests are detected at ports points of entry associated to these commodities.
	1. We propose to delete the phrase because if a quarantine pest is detected, the NPPO should take the necessary phytossanitary measures to avoid the entry of the pest, and this normally causes delays 2. We replaced the term "ports" by "points" to be consisitent with ISPM 5. 
	Brazil 

	[10] 
	6 
	Technical 
	A large volume of cut flowers and branches is moved in international trade. Cut flowers and branches are known pathways for quarantine pests. Very often, delivery of these perishable commodities is delayed because of pests detected at ports points of entry.
	Use a glossary term 
	Uruguay 

	[11] 
	6 
	Technical 
	A large volume of cut flowers and branches is moved in international trade. Cut flowers and branches are known pathways for quarantine pests. Very often, delivery of these perishable commodities is delayed because of pests detected at ports points of entry.
	Use of glossary term 
	Argentina 

	[12] 
	8 
	Editorial 
	The purpose of this standard is to minimize the risks of quarantine pests moving with cut flowers and branches in international trade.

The standard will provide guidance to NPPOs to identify production practices and appropriate phytosanitary measures available to reduce the risk of quarantine pests present in cut flowers andbranches prior to 
	To conform with the sub-title of paragragh 7 and to be consistent with IPPC format and style.. 
	Ghana 

	[13] 
	8 
	Substantive 
	The purpose of this standard is to harmonize measures to minimize the risks ofreduce the likelihood of pest presence in quarantine pests moving with cut flowers and branches in international trade.
	Clearer and more correct. The standard itself does not reduce risk; its purpose is to harmonize measures that reduce risk. 
	United States of America 

	[14] 
	9 
	Editorial 
	The standard will provide guidance to NPPOs to identify production practices and appropriate phytosanitary measures available to reduce the risk of quarantine pests present in moving on cut flowers andbranches prior to importation.
	Clearer and simplified wording 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

	[15] 
	9 
	Editorial 
	The standard will provide guidance to NPPOs to identify production practices and appropriate phytosanitary measures, including production practices, available to reduce the risk of quarantine pests present in cut flowers andbranches prior to importation.
	The “production practices” may be part of the “phytosanitary meaures” that the PRA identifies as appropriate. 
	Brazil 

	[16] 
	9 
	Editorial 
	The standard will provide guidance to NPPOs to identify production practices and appropriate phytosanitary measures available to reduce the risk of quarantine pests present in cut flowers andbranches prior to importation.

The purpose of this standard is to minimize the risks of quarantine pests moving with cut flowers and branches in international trade
	To conform with the title in paragragh 7 and consistence with IPPC format and style 
	Ghana 

	[17] 
	9 
	Substantive 
	The standard will provide guidance to NPPOs to identify production practices and appropriate phytosanitary measures available to reduce the risklikelihood of quarantine pests present in cut flowers and branches used for decorative purposes prior to importation.
	It is more correct to say reduce likelihood in this case because the measures are aimed at reducing likelihood of entry rather than managing consequences (recalling that risk is a product of likelihood and consequences, but this is really only addressing the likelihood component of risk). Also, we are referring specifically to cut flowers and branches used for decorative purposes. There are other uses of cut flowers and / or branches; this standard is referring specifically to those used for decoration. 
	United States of America 

	[18] 
	9 
	Technical 
	The standard will provide guidance to NPPOs to identify pest risks associated with the international movement of cut flowers and branches and production practices and appropriate phytosanitary measures available to reduce the risk of quarantine pests present in cut flowers andbranches prior to importation.
	The standard should be about more than production practices and measures prior to importation. 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina,

	[19] 
	12 
	Editorial 
	1. Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment. 

3. Analyse current production practices with the aim of and identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following including, for example:
	Improved wording. 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

	[20] 
	12 
	Editorial 
	1. Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment.

3. Gather and aAnalyse information related to current production and trade practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:
	Wording proposed to clarify the scope of this task. 
	Canada 

	[21] 
	12 
	Editorial 
	1. Clarify Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment.

3. Analyse current production practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:
	There is the need to increase understanding as to how cut flowers and branches serve as pathways for pest introduction 
	Ghana 

	[22] 
	12 
	Editorial 
	1. Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

 

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment.

3. Analyse current production practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:
	
	Rwanda 

	[23] 
	12 
	Substantive 
	1. Identify/assess the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment and develop phytosanitary import requirements.

3. Analyse current production practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:
	2. The level of risks is a critical aspect to consider when developing phytosanitary import requirements. 
	Canada 

	[24] 
	12 
	Substantive 
	1. Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class (including possibility of fruit and other propagules for ornamental use) that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment.

3. Identify appropriate phytosanitary measures during the stages of cut lowers and branches production, harvesting, treatment, packing and transport, including, for example: Analyse current production practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:
	2- as this is covered by the management (task 8) it should be included in the risks. 3 - task 3 and 4 should be amalgamated. Current task 3 is not feasable for an EWG - they cannot analyse all production practices in the world - also as this commodity type is of a lower risk than P4P there is no need for them to do so. 
	Israel 

	[25] 
	12 
	Substantive 
	1. Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors or mitigating factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment, recognizing that the commodity class has traditionally been considered a low risk class destined for indoor consumption.

3. Identify particular risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions 

43. Analyse current production practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest riskpresence and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:
	Change to point 2: more correct; also cut flowers have been considered a relatively low risk pathway by most countries Move #5 (para 16) up to this section since it fits better here. These paras are talking about identifying risk so it is better placed in this part of the specification Change to old 3 (new 4): change risk to presence. In this case, we are talking about the presence of the pest in teh commodity. 
	United States of America 

	[26] 
	12 
	Technical 
	1. Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade as pathway of pests.

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment.

3. Analyse current production practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:
	1. For consistency with ISPM 5. 2. It is not clear the meaning of "subsets of commodity class". 
	Brazil 

	[27] 
	12 
	Technical 
	1. Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment. 

3. Analyse current production practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:
	It is not cclear which are subsets of the commodity class "cut flowers and branches" 
	Uruguay 

	[28] 
	12 
	Technical 
	1. Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment. 

3. Analyse current production practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:
	It is not clear which are subsets of the commodity class “cut flowers and branches” 
	Argentina 

	[29] 
	12 
	Technical 
	1. Identify the importance of pest movement and dispersal by means of cut flowers and branches in international trade.

• Economic importance
• Trade Barrier 
• Environmental impact 
• One important thing to note is whether a pest can find the new area (country importing the commodity) suitable for its establishment 
2. Identify and include guidance on particular pest risk factors pertaining to the commodity class cut flowers and branches or subsets of the commodity class that may need to be taken into account when NPPOs carry out pest risk assessment.
• Plant parts liable to carry pests
 • Flowers tend to carry pests within their petals (Thrips)
 • Leaves and Branches also may carry insect, fungal and viral pests
 • Petals on the flowers are also prone to fungal diseases like Botrytis 
3. Analyse current production practices with the aim of identifying how they influence pest risk and how they could be utilized in pest risk management, taking into consideration the following:

 

 

 
	All the mentioned areas should be considered when drawing up the standard 
	Rwanda 

	[30] 
	13 
	Editorial 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production systems (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

- cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild)
c. pest management practices

d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)
	Improved wording. See proposed deletion in 16. 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

	[31] 
	13 
	Editorial 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

c. pest management practices

d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)
	a. provide clarity to text. 
	Canada 

	[32] 
	13 
	Substantive 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

c. pest management practices

d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, segregation of material, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)

f. post-harvest conditioning (e.g. packing conditions, marketing flower arrangements/bunches)
	e. segregation of the material in the packing facility is an important factor to take in consideration as some material will be categorized as higher risk. f. Post harvest conditioning or handling should be considered as the measures implemented can influence the level of risks related to this commodity. For example, there is more handling done for flowers that are packed individually (e.g. gerberas that are put on a tray one by one to protect them from breaking) versus flowers that are sold in bunches (e.g. chrysanthemums). 
	Canada 

	[33] 
	13 
	Substantive 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle, soil conditions)

c. pest management practices

d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)
	Soil conditions may influence pest risk and therefore they should be considered. 
	Japan 

	[34] 
	13 
	Substantive 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production
b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

c. pest management practices
d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical), including  when devitalization treatments may be justifiable.)
e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems).
f. inspection methods
g where a systems approach or other production site requirement (PFA, ALPP etc.) may be justified
	a - not relevant b - It is unlikely that an NPPO will be able to be aware of such parameters for the mass production of flowers and cut branches. c- as above. d - devitalization should not be encouraged pro-rata but it should be justified, e.g. where there is a risk that imported material will be used for P4P. f - an impotant element in management. g - a systems approach etc. is unlikely to be the norm but may be justified in certain cases. 
	Israel 

	[35] 
	13 
	Substantive 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

c. pest management practices

d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)

f. the relative use and importance of measures such as measures on arrival, inspection, inspection techniques, preclearance and co-mingling in consignments. 
	This section appears to be addressing aspects of risk management, but we note that several normal NPPO practices are not mentioned explicitly in this section, including measures on arrival, the role of inspection, inspection techniques, preclearance and the relative importance of comingling in consignments. We suggest that these be considered here. 
	United States of America 

	[36] 
	13 
	Substantive 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources,seed sources/sources of planting material, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

c. pest management practices

d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation,packaging material, packaging system, use of cooling systems)

f. maximum pest limits
	Some packing material may serve as pathways for pest introduction and should be included in the standard. Seed sources/sources of planting material should be included in the list The maximum pest limits should be indicated in the standard as a guide to determine the efficacy of pest risk management options. 
	Ghana 

	[37] 
	13 
	Technical 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality of seeds or plants for planting used, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

c. pest management practices (e.g. inspections, treatments, management and disposal of infested plants)
d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)
	Not only seed is relevant, but other plant material, too (e.g. cuttings). Examples of pest management practices are useful. 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina

	[38] 
	13 
	Technical 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

c. pest management practices

d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, etc. including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)
	There could be other treatments. It is not clear why devitalization treatments are specifically mentioned for this commodity class. In addition the term “treatment” is defined in ISPM 5 
	Brazil 

	[39] 
	13 
	Technical 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

c. pest management practices

d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, etc including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures iIn packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)
	1) There could be other treatments. It is not clear why devitalization treatments are specifically mentioned for this commodity class. In addition the term "treatment" is defined in ISPM 5. 2) Safeguarding measures is not an IPPC term 
	Uruguay 

	[40] 
	13 
	Technical 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

c. pest management practices

d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, etc. including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)
	There could be other treatments. It is not clear why devitalization treatments are specifically mentioned for this commodity class. In addition the term “treatment” is defined in ISPM 5 
	Argentina 

	[41] 
	13 
	Technical 
	a. selection of the geographic location of the place of production

many cut flowers are produced in areas warmer than the areas they are sold which helps to control foreign pest establishment
b. production system (open, enclosed, water sources, seed quality, climatic conditions, crop cycle)

In some developed countries they use a system which encourages the re-use of water for irrigation this unfortunately causes a build-up of nematodes which may be of importance in Pest risk analysis as some nematodes may be found in the stems of cut flowers.
c. pest management practices

as much as possible harvest times need to be observed as flowers are very close to humans disposing them to pesticide poisoning. Some chemical like Methyl Bromide are still being used by some countries and this issue needs to be considered.
d. post-harvest treatments (physical/mechanical and chemical, including devitalization treatments)

e.   safeguarding measures in packing facilities and conveyances (e.g. screening, time of loading, protection of cargo to prevent infestation, packaging system, use of cooling systems)

cold chain management is very essential especially in the less developed countries were the bulk of exported cut flowers and branches comes from
	
	Rwanda 

	[42] 
	14 
	Editorial 
	4. Identify appropriate phytosanitary measures during the stages of cut flower and branches production, harvesting, treatment, packing and transport, taking into consideration the following including, for example:
	Improved wording. 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

	[43] 
	14 
	Editorial 
	4. Identify appropriate phytosanitary measures implemented during the stages of cut flower and branches production, harvesting, treatment, packing and transport, taking into consideration the following:
	Add new wording to clarify text. 
	Canada 

	[44] 
	14 
	Substantive 
	4. Identify appropriate phytosanitary measures during the stages of cut flower and branches production, harvesting, treatment, packing and transport, taking into consideration the following:
	The EWG should be free to identify the appropriate phytosanitary measures based on the pest risk identified by them 
	Uruguay 

	[45] 
	14 
	Substantive 
	4. Identify appropriate phytosanitary measures during the stages of cut flower and branches production, harvesting, treatment, packing and transport, taking into consideration the following:
	Immalgamated with task 3 
	Israel 

	[46] 
	14 
	Technical 
	4. Identify appropriate phytosanitary measures that minimize the risks of quarantine pests during the stages of cut flower and branches production, harvesting, treatment, packing and transport, taking into consideration the following:
	To clarify the purpose of identifying phytosanitary measures during the production stages. 
	Brazil 

	[47] 
	14 
	Technical 
	4. Identify appropriate phytosanitary measures during the stages of cut flower and branches production, harvesting, treatment, packing and transport, taking into consideration the following:
	The EWG should be free to identify the appropriate phytosanitary measures based on the pest risk identified by them. Therefore, phytosanitary measures should not be limited to the measures mentioned in this paragraph, because there are pests that can be eliminated by phytosanitary treatments or it can be possible to certify that the consignment is free from a specific quarantine pest by an inspection. 
	Argentina 

	[48] 
	15 
	Substantive 
	a. pest free areas, areas of low pest prevalence, pest free production sites or places of productionb. use of a systems approach.
	The EWG should be free to identify the appropriate phytosanitary measures based on the pest risk identified by them. Therefore, phytosanitary measures should not be limited to the measures mentioned in this paragraph, because there are pests that can be eliminated by phytosanitary treatments or it can be possible to certify that the consignment is free from a specific quarantine pest by an inspection. 
	Brazil 

	[49] 
	15 
	Substantive 
	a. pest free areas, areas of low pest prevalence, pest free production sites or places of production

b. use of a systems approach.

c. phytosanitary security and consignment integrity up to import border clearance
	Cut flowers and branches are a significant pathway for entry of pests as they often have high pest loads with a risk of escape during transport. Although reducing the pest levels prior to shipment will help alleviate this, secure and integral packaging is an important control measure during transport, inspection and clearance at the border 
	Australia 

	[50] 
	15 
	Substantive 
	a. pest free areas, areas of low pest prevalence, pest free production sites or places of productionb. use of a systems approach.
	The EWG should be free to identify the appropriate phytosanitary measures based on the pest risk identified by them. Therefore, phytosanitary measures should not be limited to the measures mentioned in this paragraph because there are pests that can be eliminated by phytosanitary treatments or it can be possible to certify that the consignment is free from a specific quarantine pest by an inspection 
	Uruguay 

	[51] 
	15 
	Substantive 
	a. pest free areas, areas of low pest prevalence, pest free production sites or places of productionb. use of a systems approach.
	The EWG should be free to identify the appropriate phytosanitary measures based on the pest risk identified by them. Therefore, phytosanitary measures should not be limited to the measures mentioned in this paragraph, because there are pests that can be eliminated by phytosanitary treatments or it can be possible to certify that the consignment is free from a specific quarantine pest by an inspection. 
	Argentina 

	[52] 
	15 
	Substantive 
	a. pest free areas, areas of low pest prevalence, pest free production sites or places of production
b. use of a systems approach.
	these will not be the norm but may be justiied in certain cases (immalgamated into task 3) 
	Israel 

	[53] 
	15 
	Technical 
	a. pest free areas, areas of low pest prevalence, pest free production sites or places of production

b. use of a systems approach.

As much as possible this must be encouraged because of the much reduced use of agrochemicals.
 
	
	Rwanda 

	[54] 
	16 
	Editorial 
	5. Identify particular risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).
6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

8. Provide guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.

9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	Whilst it is useful to indicate this it should be included with paragraph 13 above, and therefore deleted from this point. "Later" is not good concept for such task. 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina,Israel 

	[55] 
	16 
	Editorial 
	5. Identify particular pest risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural naturally occurring  conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).

6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

8. Provide guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for decorative/ornamental use.

9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	5.To clarify and it is not clear the use of the Terms “natural and semi-natural”. The ISPM 5 has the definition of “naturally occurring - A component of an ecosystem or a selection from a wild population, not altered by artificial means [ISPM 3:1995]” . 8. To be consistent with the Paragraph 144 of the April 2012 SC Meeting Report. 
	Brazil 

	[56] 
	16 
	Editorial 
	5. Identify particular risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).

6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and any other available bilateral work plans or agreement providing examples of developed regarding procedures that could be considered during the development of for this standard.

8. Provide guidance in the standard on how the risks related to fruits and other propagules traded for ornamental use could be managedo manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.
9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	7. Provides clarification on the intent, also suggesting to consider any work plan, not only bilateral ones (could be trilateral, regional, etc) 8. Suggested wording to clarify the sentence. 
	Canada 

	[57] 
	16 
	Substantive 
	5. Identify particular risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).

6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

8. Provide guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.

9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.

12. Identify main part of cut flower and branches as potential pathway of pest
13. Identify highest risk of plant life as cut flower and branches
	
	Indonesia 

	[58] 
	16 
	Substantive 
	5. Identify particular risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).

6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

8. Provide guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.

8. Consider the possibility that material intended for ornamental use could be diverted to propagation, and the risk associated with this.
9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	8 Some material sold for ornamental use can be propagated, therefore, the risks related to this commodity should be determined consequently. E.g. salix branches are sold for flower arrangements, but they will form roots when placed in water and therefore, could be planted outside. 
	Canada 

	[59] 
	16 
	Substantive 
	5. Identify particular risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).
6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

8. Provide guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.

9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	5 - The EWG does not need to discuss this - a general comment such "flowers collected in the wild are unprotected from pests and potentially are of higher pest risk". 
	Israel 

	[60] 
	16 
	Substantive 
	5. Identify particular risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.
7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

8. Provide guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.

9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	Move para 5 in this section up to before para 3 (see earlier comment for 12). Better placement of this content Delete para 6. It would be virtually impossible to develop a list of pests of global concern for cut flowers since this will vary substantially from one country to another. Countries need to identify their quaranatine pests, analyze the risk and determine appropriate measures based on the risk. We do not agree that developing a list of pests with measures here would be useful. 
	United States of America 

	[61] 
	16 
	Technical 
	5. Identify particular risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).

6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

8. Identify the importance of fruit and other plant parts for ornamental use, not being cut flowers or branches, in the movement and dispersal of pests. Provide, where appropriate, guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk associated with international movement of these plant parts. particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.
9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	Fruits and other plant parts are not covered by the definition of cut flowers and branches. They may however pose a risk. To include them in this specification they should be addressed specifically and their risk should be identified first. 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina

	[62] 
	16 
	Technical 
	5. Identify particular pest risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).

6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

8. Provide guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.
9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	1) For consistency 2) It is proposed to delete task 8 because we do not agree to include products other than those mentioned in the "scope and purpose" section and, additionally current definition is ISPM 5 is clear and uses the term plant. 
	Uruguay 

	[63] 
	16 
	Technical 
	5. Identify particular pest risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).

6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

8. Provide guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.
9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.

11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	1) For consistency. 2) It is proposed to delete task 8) because we do not agree to include products other than those mentioned in the scope and purpose section and additionally current definition of cut flowers and branches in ISPM 5 is clear. 
	Argentina 

	[64] 
	16 
	Technical 
	5. Identify particular risks associated with cut flowers and branches grown in natural and semi-natural conditions (i.e. collected in the wild).

 Flowers grown in a closed system require more chemicals –therefore the need to encourage more environmentally friendly chemicals
6. Consider including, at this stage or later, a list of major pest groups associated with cut flowers and branches in international trade, and appropriate phytosanitary measures.

Thrips, mites, caterpillars, agrobacterium and viruses- appropriate phytosanitary measures may include biological, cultural chemical control and in the cases of the diseases, certification programs must be encouraged.
7. Review existing relevant ISPMs, regional standards and available bilateral work plans developed regarding procedures that could be considered for this standard.

. ISPM 1
8. Provide guidance in the standard on how to manage the pest risk particularly pertaining to fruit and other propagules for ornamental use.Provisions for the possibility of invasiveness should be observed
9. Consider whether the standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.

10. Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties including potential operational and technical implementation issues.. Implimentation of the standard may be expensive for the smallholder farmer.
11. Recommend, if appropriate, the development of supplementary material to aid implementation by contracting parties.
	This ISPM 1 should be considered when drafting this particular standard. 
	Rwanda 

	[65] 
	24 
	Substantive 
	Five to seven experts who collectively have phytosanitary expertise in export and import systems dealing with international trade of cut flowers and branches, as well as production systems for cut flowers and branches.  Scientific expertise in specific areas (e.g. entomology, phytopathology) may be relevant.
	Additional specialized expertise could be relevant for the development of this ISPM as the various pests identified (e.g. insects vs fungi, lepidoptera vs mites) as posing risks in relation to cut flowers and branches will all have biological characteristics that differ and therefore, the risks mitigation measures may also be different. 
	Canada 

	[66] 
	24 
	Substantive 
	An expert working goup of fFive to seven experts who collectively have phytosanitary expertise in pest risk analysis, development of phytosanitary measures to manage the pest risk associated with the international movement of cut flowers and branches
In addition to those experts oneto two experts from export and import systems dealing with international trade of cut flowers and branches, as well as production systems for cut flowers and branches.
	The purpose of the draft specification is to minimize the risk of quarantine pest moving with cut flowers and branches in international trade and for that reason will be necessary to include more experts. 
	Mexico 

	[67] 
	24 
	Technical 
	Five to seven experts who collectively have phytosanitary expertise in export and import systems dealing with international trade of cut flowers and branches, and expertise in commodity risk assessment as well as production systems for cut flowers and branches.
	This would appear to be necessary for this group. 
	EPPO, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina

	[68] 
	24 
	Technical 
	Five to seven experts who collectively have phytosanitary expertise in export and import systems dealing with international trade of cut flowers and branches, as well as production systems for cut flowers and branches.
	May be an idea to add someone with experiance on post harvest treatments of flowers and branches. 
	Israel 

	[69] 
	30 
	Substantive 
	Participants and interested parties are encouraged to submit discussion papers to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org) for consideration by the expert drafting group.
	Australia has provided a discussion paper to the IPPC Secretariat 
	Australia 
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