SBDS 2009

SDBS 2009/02

[image: image1.emf]Seventh Meeting of Subsidiary Body for Dispute Settlement
25 March 2009 – FAO, Rome, Italy

Secretariat Report
Agenda Item 4

I. General
1. The Secretariat has made an attempt to improve the reporting to the SBDS on IPPC phytosanitary disputes, but this was not possible towards the end of 2008 and early 2009, due to resource constraints. The only report was undertaken in June 2008.
2.
The Secretariat was requested by the WTO to identify phytosanitary experts for a dispute progressing through the WTO Dispute Settlement system involving apples. Given the relatively short notice provided by the WTO, and the severe resources constraints of the Secretariat in the second half of 2008, this proved very difficult to undertake appropriately. This was particularly true for some of the pests that were less commonly researched. It is essential that the WTO and IPPC Secretariats come to some agreement on the notification period and expected level of response to improve cooperatoin in this area.
II. Phytosanitary Disputes
2.
The IPPC Secretariat noted the phytosanitary dispute regarding the interpretation of “public officer”. This relates to the issuing of phytosanitary certificates.

3.
A contracting party made an inquiry regarding wood products (railway sleepers) being shipped from West Africa to South America via Europe as industry had not waited for the appropriate import requirements or phytosanitary certificate before shipping the product.

4.
A contracting party in Southern Africa is actively investigating whether or not it should formally notify the IPPC Secretariat of a phytosanitary dispute regarding the export of citrus.

III. Advocacy Material

5. The IPPC Dispute Settlement manual is now available in 5 FAO languages through the IPP at https://www.ippc.int/id/144307.

IV. IPPC Implementation Review and Support System
6.
Although some components of the IPSS are ongoing activities of the CPM work programme, the system as a whole has not progressed due to a look of resources. This will be reported more fully at the Fourth Session of the CPM in CPM 2009/18.
