Definitions of Phytosanitary Capacity

IPPC Concept Paper

The Commission on Phytosanitary Measures’ IWG-TA defined phytosanitary capacity as the ability of individuals, organizations and systems to perform appropriate functions effectively, efficiently and sustainably in order to protect plant health from the effect of pests, to improve the phytosanitary status of the country and to ensure the phytosanitary condition of exports as required by importing countries in accordance with the IPPC.
Invited Discussion Paper – John Hedley
phytosanitary capacity (of a country or territory)

The ability to accomplish the functions of an NPPO so as to meet the plant protection requirements and trade facilitation needs of the country or territory

Australia Discussion Paper – Lois Ransome
‘The ability of contracting parties to ensure that individuals, organisations and systems along the farm-to-table continuum perform phytosanitary functions effectively, efficiently and sustainably in order to protect plant health and life.’

CABI Discussion Paper (discussion of defintion of capacity and phytosanitary capacity extracted from pp. 2,3)
Capacity
UNDP defines capacity as: “The ability of individuals, organisations and societies to perform functions, solve problems, and set and achieve objectives in a sustainable manner”.
The  UNDP definition contains three elements: people, activity, objectives.

Phytosanitary Capacity
A definition of national phytosanitary capacity is required that:
· Includes the three elements of the UNDP definition

· Can be applied to any country

· Takes account of the fact that required capacity is different in different countries

· Includes both plant protection and trade facilitation objectives

