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1. Introduction

The Government of Azerbaijan started a process of consultation to improve the capacity of the plant quarantine/protection activities in 2003. This was undertaken with the aim to review of the phytosanitary capability and assist in development of national phytosanitary system in Azerbaijan. 
 

State Phytosanitary Control Service - National Plant Protection Organization – was established in 2004 as a part of the agricultural system in the country and deals with pest quarantine and protection in the national level. Estimation and improvement of phytosanitary capability of the NPPO of the Azerbaijan Republic undertaken by the FAO missions. The main objective of the assistance was to strengthen the phytosanitary capabilities of the Plant Protection and Plant Quarantine Divisions supervised by the Ministry of Agriculture for compliance with new regional and international obligations and WTO accession. Projects of FAO (TCP/AZE/2801, TCP/AZE/2901, TCP/AZE/2901 (A)) were considerable support for country. In the fame of these projects trainings have been organised by FAO for stakeholders and quarantine inspectors at border quarantine points on contemporary phytosanitary measures and procedures. FAO also assisted in the trade implications of international treaties and to the national consultant in finalising the strategic master plan for development of national phytosanitary system of Azerbaijan. Officer of the IPPC Secretariat, (AGPP), Felipe Canale (FAO International Phytosanitary/Trade Consultant), Jorma Rautapää (FAO International Phytosanitary Training Consultant, TCDC) and Andrei Orlinski  (Phytosanitary Training Consultant (TCCT/TCDC) have shown the importance to conduct the sensitisation workshop for stakeholders on contemporary phytosanitary measures and trade implications of international treaties. In 2004 Victor Mosoti, FAO Legal Officer for Development Law Service reviewed and advised first version of the Low on Plant Protection of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
In 2004 TIKA (Turkish International Cooperation & Development Agency) rendered considerable technical assistance in the equipping plant quarantine expertise laboratories.  The organization also conducted trainings on the organization of fumigation, plant quarantine inspection trainings on the “Main quarantine principles and inspection” and “Main quarantine principles and fumigation operating” for staff members of the service.
2. Situation
· Starting in 2005 NPPO worked out its legislation and in May 12, 2006 Low on Phytosanitary Control of the Republic of Azerbaijan and 26 regulations were approved by government. Currently the Low on Phytosanitary Control of the Republic of Azerbaijan is under reviewing procedure and changes proposed for consistency to the WTO Agreement of the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

· The Azerbaijan Republic has joined to the Convention on the establishment of European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization in 2007 with the Republic’s declaration regarding it the occupied territories. 
· Plant Quarantine Examination laboratory and Control-Toxicology Laboratories has been checked with the assistance of Federal Ministry of Germany on Foods, Agriculture and Consumer Protection for accreditation purposes according to ISO/IEC 17025 requirements and a report form has been developed. In July 02, 2008 these laboratories were accredited.
· The “one window” principle of the control of transport means and goods passing the border check-points will be implemented from January 1, 2009, according to the decree issued by President Ilham Aliyev. Customs bodies will control the documents of goods and transport means passing the border check-points, as well as their veterinary, phyto-sanitary, hygienic and other certificates and veterinary, phyto-sanitary and sanitary control over them on the border. 
· Government has signed intergovernmental Agreements on cooperation in the field of plant quarantine and protection with 7 countries (Belarus, Iran, Moldova, CIS, Uzbekistan, Romania, Ukraine). Relevant Agreements are developed with more than 20 countries and submitted for country consultation.
3. Planning the short-term actions for developing national capabilities
· Study and decision-making on proposed changes to the Law for consistency to the WTO Agreement of the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures in the nearest future and to adopt it. Adoption of the ISPM’s in national level or to develop national standards or other normative-legal acts using ISPM’s as model. 
· Ensure development of information keeping systems on imported consignments of plants, plant products and other regulated articles and associated phytosanitary risks.
· Develop of pest surveillance  programme that will be useful for pest risk analysis and annual pest risk reports.
· Establishment central and regional reference laboratories for pest diagnostics in the situation of increasing trade of agricultural consignments. 
· Establishment of pest free areas and areas of low pest prevalence and to work out quarantine pest eradication system.
· Improving international cooperation and participation of phytosanitary experts of Azerbaijan in IPPC and other international activities to protect national and regional interests of the country.
· Develop bilateral phytosanitary agreements with major trade partner countries. 
· Technical provision for language trainings (preferable English).
4. Specific technical assistance needs
· Establishment reference laboratories and provide local points with appropriate and minimum materials and equipments. Needed a financial support of the donor organizations. 
· Information exchange with countries that have experience in working together custom authorities. Needed a tool to share information or information from the countries that “one window” principle was applied. 

· Establishment a computer network between NPPO and internal quarantine/protection points for facilitation of information sharing. This partly (computer facilities and internet connections) could be implemented by the Service. Needed help in  programme providing (supply) and appropriate training for the users of programme.
· Provide sufficient funds to develop specific survey programs to conduct regular inspection of territories where plants and plant products are produced, stored, processed, transported and sold (lands, storage facilities, transforming factories, conveyances, market places, etc.).
· Translation of the documents from English language into Azeri language in order to facilitate their implementation. Needed national operational manuals and guidelines in Azeri language. 
· To create a group of experts for conducting Pest Risk Analysis from available in Azerbaijan. Adequately qualified specialists working in research institutions with the aim to identify appropriate phytosanitary measures, which should be applied by the NPPO.

· Help in learning necessary languages (first of all English) for maintaining effective connections, participation in international activities and using available important sources of information in foreign languages.
