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15. GOAL 7: REVIEW OF THE STATUS OF PLANT PROTECTION IN THE WORLD

15.1 Electronic certification

141. The Secretariat presented an update on international developments with regard to electronic certification52. The outcome proposed was a global standard for phytosanitary electronic certification. The Secretariat reported on the “Electronic Phytosanitary Certification International Workshop” that was held in Ottawa, Canada, on 19-21 May 2009. The meeting had been organized by NAPPO and Canada. It was encouraging that there was a substantial increase in the number of countries interested in electronic certification and that a significant number of developing countries had attended the workshop. Much of the Secretariat’s paper had been based on outcomes from that meeting. The Secretariat advised that reference throughout the paper to ‘Annex’ needed to be changed to ‘Appendix’ as inclusion of electronic certification as an Appendix in ISPM 12 was not intended to create obligations for members.

142. The concept of phytosanitary electronic certification only relates to the transmission of phytosanitary certification data from one country to another by electronic means. The different phases of the process were outlined, as well as proposed future steps and tasks. The Secretariat noted that there were already working groups functioning; it would be good to continue with these working groups on Phyto eCert within the CPM work programme. The Secretariat noted that the aim would be to have an international standardized approach that could be implemented on a bilateral basis.

143. Some members proposed changes to various parts of the text, including to add that procedures for re-export should be developed for a transitional period when electronic and paper certificates are used in parallel, and to ensure that the development and adoption of ISPMs 7 and 12 was not delayed. Another member mentioned that challenges would include transmitting data in a more secure manner, as well as issues of ownership and responsibility. One member requested confirmation that the process undertaken by IPPC would be the standard setting process and suggested that the completion date of 2012 be maintained. Some members thanked the Secretariat for its work, mentioned electronic certification activities they had undertaken and noted that technical assistance might be needed for developing countries to adopt electronic certification.

144. The CPM:

1. Considered the report on Phyto eCert and recommended improvements in the proposed Phyto eCert work programme as presented in Appendix 18.

2. Agreed that this be given high priority;

3. Adopted the proposed work programme with Phyto eCert to be included as an appendix to the revised ISPM 12, with the proviso that the revision of ISPMs 12 (and 7) and their adoption should not await or be delayed by the parallel work on electronic certification, and to be made available on the IPP as an Phyto eCert toolkit;

4. Agreed to submit this appendix to ISPM 12 through the standard setting process.

5. Agreed to an annual open-ended working group on Phyto eCert for the next two years, to be funded from extra-budgetary resources, to facilitate the exchange of experiences and improve collaboration and cooperation between interested countries;

6. Welcomed further initiatives by the Technical Consultation among RPPOs to encourage countries to participate fully in the development of the Phyto eCert programme and make resources available as appropriate.

__________________________________________________________________________________

APPENDIX 18

PHYTO eCERT WORK PROGRAMME

1. Generally agreed concepts and processes

· The content of the certification data exchanged using electronic certification should contain the same elements as a paper certificate, in accordance with ISPM 12.

· The certificate data exchanged should be formatted using XML.

· The certificate data XML structure should follow the agreed Phyto XML data Schema that aligns with the UN/CEFACT SPS data Schema.

· Both the content of the XML message and the method of transfer should ensure the authenticity of the information being exchanged electronically. The means of transmission must be such as to provide certainty that the electronic certification data has been supplied by the NPPO of the exporting country.

· The transfer protocol implemented should ensure that the electronic certification data is protected so that the data cannot be changed or read by any party during transfer.

2. Definitions

	Phyto eCert (IPPC) 
	the authenticated and secure electronic transmission of phytosanitary certification data, including the certifying statement, from the National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO) of the exporting country to the NPPO of the importing country. 

	eCert (UN/CEFACT) 
	electronic certification system for government-to-government sanitary and phytosanitary certificates issued for traded food and agricultural commodities (ECE/TRADE/C/CEFACT/2009/8). 

	Schema 
	a data model that represents the relationships of a set of concepts within a domain 

	UN/CEFACT 
	the United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business has a mission to improve the ability of business, trade and administrative organizations, from developed, developing and transitional economies, to exchange products and relevant services effectively. 

	XML 
	Extensible Markup Language 

	XML Schema 
	a way to define the structure, content and, to some extent, the semantics of XML documents 


3.
The work programme

1.
The UN/CEFACT eCert standard will be that on which the IPPC Phyto eCert will be based, while learning from the food safety and animal products' electronic certification systems that has been officially in use over the past 10 years.

2.
Establish the core IPPC Phyto eCert working groups as virtual expert working groups that will allow the initial work through NAPPO and interested countries to continue with broader participation and global recognition within the IPPC framework. These expert working groups will work through e-mail and via internet-based systems such as Skype. Part of this process will include collecting, compiling and sharing experiences, challenges and best practices. Work areas will be established on the IPP to facilitate this work. Any budget or resources necessary to undertake this work will be extra-budgetary.  The primary tasks of these virtual expert working groups will be to:

a. Develop a phytosanitary XML Schema to facilitate the operation of an effective global Phyto eCert system. Some countries have already developed draft XML Schemas and agreed to work together to develop a common draft and to begin field testing. A number of the eCert active developing countries agreed to assist in this process.

b. Establish the business rules through which the Phyto eCert system will function. This activity will confirm the appropriate data elements from ISPM 12 (and those associated in ISPM 7) to ensure they are clearly understood and well defined for the operation of electronic certification globally.

c. Identify and develop the appropriate specifications for a two way data transmission process ensure the security of both the certification data dispatch and retrieval processes.

d. Develop and publish on the IPP a Phyto eCert toolkit to facilitate capacity development by interested countries.

e. Develop documentation for export certification that explains procedures necessary during the transitional period when paper and electronic phytosanitary certification systems will need to run in parallel. This is particularly relevant to re-exports.

f. Discuss and propose enhancements, monitor changes to the UN/CEFACT SPS Certificate Schema as progress continues on Phyto eCert.

3.
Establishment of an annual meeting on Phyto eCert to facilitate this process by sharing developments, best practices and encouraging the involvement of all interested countries. However, extra-budgetary resources will be necessary for this initiative.

4.
Encourage RPPOs to become familiar with these developments, to become active in this area and particularly provide coordination and assistance when possible during the field testing phase of the programme. The annual TC-RPPOs has already added electronic certification as a fixed item on their agenda and has established a Phyto eCert Advisory Group.

5.
Phyto eCert systems are already being developed for field testing between some trading partners through bilateral agreements.

6.
Phyto eCert will be included as an appendix to ISPM 12, developed through the standard setting process.


Page 1 of 3
Page 2 of 3


Page 3 of 3

