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Expert Working Group on Information Exchange
Rome, Italy, 16-18 March 2005
Dear

 I am pleased to confirm arrangements for the ICPM Expert Working Group on Information Exchange and to formally invite you to participate. The Working Group is being organized by the IPPC Secretariat and will convene in Rome at FAO Headquarters from 16-18 March 2005.  The task of the Working Group will be to discuss the development of the International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP) and to plan for future updates and developments.  The Working Group, as well as related discussion documents will be in English.  Meeting documents and reference materials will be distributed to confirmed participants prior to the meeting (a draft agenda is attached).

At the Second Session of the ICPM it was recommended that, wherever possible, participants be funded by their Governments, however, limited resources are available to assist participants requiring travel (economy class ticket) and daily subsistence allowance (DSA). Participants requiring financial assistance may submit a request directly to the IPPC Secretariat no later than 16 February 2005.

Please note that the IPPC Secretariat is unable to make hotel arrangements for participants attending the meeting.  Participants coming from countries with Permanent Representations in Rome are encouraged to contact them for assistance in this matter.   Attention is drawn to the strict provisions in force regarding entry into Italy, including the refusal of entry to persons not having the required visas.  Participants requiring entry visas must obtain these from the Italian Consulate or Diplomatic Mission in their country before leaving for Rome.  

The IPPC Secretariat looks forward to working with you on this important subject and trust we will have enjoyable and productive discussions.         

Yours sincerely,

………………………………………………..
International Plant Protection Convention Secretariat

International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP) Support Group Meeting

16 - 18 March, 2005
FAO Headquarters

Rome, Italy

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1.
Opening of Session

2.
Appointment of Chair & Rapporteur

3.
Adoption of the Agenda

4.
Report of the First IPP SG meeting
5.
Changes to the IPP since the First Meeting of the IPP SG

· layout

· navigation

· data entry
6.
Strategic Direction No. 2 (Information Exchange) Work Programme 2005
7.
Feedback from IPP Workshops
· Malaysia
· Czech Republic
8.
Information Exchange Issues

· Password protected areas under NPPO areas
· Information from contracting parties vs NPPO
· News layout
· Alternate methods for data entry

· Update on e-certification

· Versioning

· IPP newsletter
9.
Improvements to the IPP
· Existing plans
· New features
10.
Suggested changes to the 2005 IPP Work Plan
11.
Improvements to the IPP Workshops
12.
Other items

13.
Adoption of the SG Report

14.
Close of Session
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