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Proposal 1:
Lessons learned from jurisprudence:  Revisiting the role of science in phytosanitary measures

Justification: Several cases related to SPS measures have gone through dispute settlement in the WTO.  In every case, several key factors have played decisive roles in determining the outcomes of the disputes.  These include:  scientific evidence (quality and quantity), pest risk analysis (including methodology), dealing with uncertainty (including the role of precaution), and the role of technical justification in applying measures.  A review of the SPS cases related to phytosanitary measures would stimulate a discussion on how countries deal with scientific evidence in the context of PRA, and in determining appropriate measures to manage risk.  

Recommended speaker:
Gretchen Stanton from WTO-SPS Secretariat (note she may also be able to recommend additional speakers).
 

Proposal 2:
Revisiting treatment efficacy and the role of Probit 9: Implications for pest risk management

Justification: Treatment efficacy is an important consideration in the development and adoption of new treatments.  For decades, Probit 9 levels of efficacy have been viewed as a de facto treatment standard, in spite of the fact that there may be little technical justification for that level of efficacy in many cases.  Furthermore, the requirements for demonstrating Probit 9 levels of efficacy are often impossible to show for certain types of pests or commodities. These factors remain a challenge in developing new treatments, and in exploring alternative options for pest risk management, including in particular systems approaches.   Alternative levels of efficacy to Probit 9 can be used in lower risk situations, or in combination with other risk management measures.  However, the concept remains widely misunderstood and misapplied resulting in little agreement or harmonization on treatment efficacy alternatives or approaches.  A scientific symposium conducted in the venue of the CPM could help create common understanding of the concept and highlight key issues with respect to the state of technology, options for treatments and the role of scientific evidence and technical justification in determining requirements for treatment efficacy.

Recommended speakers:
USDA-APHIS will nominate speaker(s)
