IPPC Open-Ended Working Group on Electronic Phytosanitary Certification
Rebecca Lee of NAPPO reported on this meeting which was held in Korea from June 7-10, 2011, in Seoul, Republic of Korea. 

Electronic phytosanitary certification is now officially a part of the working program of IPPC. In March this year, the CPM adopted the revised version of ISPM 12, explicitly mentioning electronic certification and having a blank appendix on this issue. A Working Group meeting was also approved, with the Republic of Korea as host. Over the first few months of 2011, a steering committee gradually emerged consisting of representatives from IPPC, The Netherlands NPPO, New Zealand NPPO, Korea NPPO) and NAPPO. There were 43 participants from 23 countries and two regional organizations, and financial support was provided by New Zealand, Korea and the IPPC. 
The general objective of the meeting was to determine what needs to be developed so that a standardized phytosanitary electronic certification system is defined for implementation between NPPOs. 

The specific objectives were to:
· determine the standardized contents (data elements) of the electronic phytosanitary certificate 

· determine the standardized way of secure and authentic transmission of the electronic phytosanitary certificate from an exporting NPPO to an importing NPPO

· determine how to get the standardized elements of electronic phytosanitary certification accepted and widely used

· determine how to make the standardized elements of electronic phytosanitary certification available to all NPPOs

· determine the elements needed to have a smooth transition from paper certificates to electronic certificates

· establish a work program and an international forum for 2011-2012 to further resolve challenges identified during the meeting, working towards the formulation of a draft appendix for ISPM 12.

Some highlights of the meeting include:
· Agreement to change the commonly used term “eCert” or “eCertification” to “ePhyto” in order to better reflect the electronic transfer of information contained on a phytosanitary certificate, rather than to give the erroneous idea of a certification process.
· Participants were brought up to date on progress with a summary of the results from the meeting two years previous in Ottawa. 

· The group reiterated their agreement to use the SPS XML Schema for electronic certification developed by UN/CEFACT as a basis for the development of a XML data map for ePhyto. Some countries have already moved forward on this.

· To get an idea of the electronic systems in place at the moment in different countries, Korea, Kenya, Australia and Mexico shared their experiences regarding phytosanitary electronic certification and their future plans. All four countries are very active in setting up electronic certification and have an internal electronic system to facilitate the issuance of phytosanitary certificates. Some countries are also ready to start actually sending electronic certificates or have facilities that paper certificates can be verified through an electronic database by the NPPO of the importing country, thereby preventing fraud.

· Code lists were discussed, as well as how the Appendix to ISPM 12 should be presented.
· Discussion groups provided an opportunity for exchange of experiences and ideas on the following topics: 
· Standardization required to facilitate worldwide exchange of ePhytos
· Development of an exchange mechanism

These in turn led to the establishment of three working groups, which began discussing their topics at the meeting, defining a work program which hopefully will lead to a draft Appendix to ISPM 12 by early 2012:
Working Group 1: IPPC XML Schema and ISPM 12 mapping

Working Group 2: Harmonization of ISPM 12 Code Lists.

Working Group 3: Harmonization of data exchange and security protocols.

Further detail on this event, including presentations, background documents and the meeting report, can be found at www.ippc.int.
