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TECHNICAL CONSULTAION AMONG REGIONAL PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATIONS
Eighteenth Session

Rome, 11 – 14 September 2006 

Presentation of the Inter-African Phytosanitary Council / African Union (AU-IAPSC) Yaounde – Cameroon                                                           Dr. Koumba Koumba Daniel Director of AU-IAPSC
I. Introduction
1.
The Inter-African Phytosanitary Council is one of the nine Regional Plant Protection Organization (RPPO) of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.  It was created in 1951 following FAO recommendations to relay its activities in Africa in the field of plant protection.  In 1954 the founding members made up of Belgium, Great Britain, France, Portugal, Spain and South Africa met to lay down the foundation. In 1966, they signed a document creating a council. The office was set up at the Common Wealth Institute of Entomology, London. In the same year there was a general meeting in Nairobi –Kenya where northern African countries were admitted as members of this organization.  It should be recalled that from the date of creation till 1967; year of the office, transferred to Yaoundé-Cameroon; the Institute underwent several transformations and nominations.  In 1969, the Inter-African Phytosanitary commission became the Inter- African Phytosanitary Council (IAPSC) and it is fully managed by the General Secretariat of African Union and African member countries.

2.
The AU- IAPSC is the partner of African countries in the domain of plan protection. It protects the health of garden from plant pests through warning, advising training and information of African countries on International Standards and Phytosanitary measures. 

II. Organization of AU-IAPSC
3.
This Organization includes three governing bodies:

· The General Assembly.
· It is a supreme organ of the IAPSC, which is made up of the plant protection services of African Union member countries. It holds once every two years to put major guidelines of the IAPSC for the next two years.
· The steering Committee,
· It is made up of Regional Economic Committees (RECs) and meets at least one every year.
· The Scientific Secretariat or AU-IAPSC Yaoundé office
· It has two Departments and two sections:
· The Department of plant Quarantine and legislation; Weed and Natural Substances.
· The Department of Pests and pesticides;
· Documentation and Information Section
· Administrative and finance Section 
4.
These different departments and sections contribute to the smooth functioning of AU-IAPSC office;
III. Objectives
5.
The goal of AU-IAPSC is to coordinate plant protection procedures in the fifty and three (53) member countries of the African Union, by ensuring that sufficient, safe and quality food and feed is available to the entire people of Africa; agricultural products meet world standard market at competitive prices and finally that acceptable plant protection policies and practices are environmentally safe for plant and plant products, animals and human beings. 
6.
Specific objectives are many and are reviewed as new challenges come, how ever they can be summarized in four points which are as follows:
· To promote safe, efficient and sustainable plant protection techniques and methods;
· To develop regional strategies against introduction and spread of plant pests;
· To enhance harmonization of African phytosanitary legislations, plant quarantine, Pesticides homologation and encourage capacity building of national plant protection organization;
· To keep inform plant protection organization through publications of phytosanitary news bulletin.
IV. Activities
7.
The IAPSC intervenes in each member of African countries, however for efficacy reasons, the sub-regional approach is more appropriate; thus taking into consideration, Agro-ecological, Geographical, political and economic grouping, the fifty-three countries of Africa are divided into six (6) zones.
· The Sahelian west African sub-region(Zone1A) with seven (7) countries;
· The Forest west African sub-region (zone1B) with nine (9) countries;
· The central Africa sub-region (Zone 2) with ten (10) countries;
· The east Africa sub-region (zone 3) with ten (10) countries;
· The southern Africa sub-region (zone 4) with twelve (12) countries.
· The northern African sub-region (zone) with five (5) countries.
8.
Activities of this institution include among others:
· Coordinate plant protection activities in the field of plant pests and diseases, noxious weeds, integration pest and weed management, certification of biodiversities, and harmonization of legislation in Africa:
· Organize training on phytosanitary regulation, pest risk analysis, plant quarantine, pesticides management, seed pathology, pesticide plants, integrated pests management
· Update lists of plant pests in Africa;
· Set up research and agricultural production net works;
· Survey of plant pests and noxious weeds in Africa:
· Help in the harmonization of inspection regulations among African countries;
· Help national plant protection organization to undertake awareness campaigns on phytosanitary issues.
· Help countries of the continent to build and equip. quarantine laboratories for pest diagnosis;
· Organizing different meetings with partners.
V. Standards under development
9.
The AU-IAPSC enhances or encourages national plant protection organization to adopt the international standards phytosanitary measures, or to harmonize the existing standards per sub-region.  It favors contacts among member countries and help them finding solution to problems related to standards, thanks to the intervention of identified experts.
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