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TECHNICAL CONSULTATION AMONG REGIONAL PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATIONS
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Rome,  11 – 14 September 2006 

Summary of Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO) Activities in 2005-2006

I. Secretariat of the Pacific Community Land Resources Division
A. Summary of Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO) Activities in 2005-2006
1.
This short brief gives an overview of the Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO) activities during the past 12 months. The priorities of the PPPO including technical capacity building activities are implemented by the Biosecurity and Trade Support Component of the SPC Land Resources Division.  
Overview of the PPPO
2.
The PPPO consists of the Members of the Pacific Community. Currently there are 26 Members of the Pacific Community consisting of twenty two (22) Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs) and 4 founding members.
3.
Pacific Island Countries and Territories Members are: American Samoa, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), Fiji Islands, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), Palau, Papua New Guinea (PNG), Pitcairn Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and Wallis and Futuna. 
4.
The four founding countries: Australia, France, New Zealand, and the United States of America. The United Kingdom withdrew at the beginning of 1996 from SPC (at the time the South Pacific Commission), rejoined in 1998 and withdrew again in January 2005.
5.
The Land Resources Division of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community is the Secretariat of the PPPO.
Contracting Parties to the IPPC
6.
To date Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Tonga are contracting parties to the IPPC. The Federated States of Micronesia have sent their Instrument of Adherence to the FAO-DG so we expected an announcement of their membership to be publicized in the not too distant future.
Participation in international standard setting process
7.
The IPPC contracting parties from the region attended the 1st CPM meeting which was held at the FAO-HQ, Rome in April this year. 
8.
Two regional consultation workshops were conducted on the draft ISPMs during the period. They were held in Samoa, Apia in August 2005 and in Rarotonga, Cook Islands in August 2006. The Cook Islands Government co-funded the workshop in Rarotonga and the SPC funded the participation of the French OCTs in both workshops. The PPPO believes the annual regional consultations on the draft standards are very important as it enables its members who are unable to attend the CPM or other standard setting activities to participate actively in the standard setting process. However, it acknowledges the financial constraints faced by the IPPC Secretariat and FAO. The PPPO Secretariat is hearted by the gesture of the Government of Cook Islands and thus encourages others amongst its Membership assist the like what Cook Islands did. Several Members of the PPPO vouched their willingness to co-sponsor future regional consultations. 
9.
Resources permitting the next regional consultation on the draft ISPMs would be held in Papeete, French Polynesia.  
10.
The three SC members from the SWP regional attended the scheduled SC meetings for the period. The SPTA representative (Samoa) from the region attended the SPTA meeting in October 2005.
11.
The PPPO Secretariat distributed electronic copies of the approved ISPMs and other relevant information on the workings of the IPPC on CD to its Members attending agriculture related regional meetings during the course of the year.
12.
PPPO information including Member contact details have been updated on the IPPC. The PPPO secretariat has distributed regular notices and circulars related to the IPPC and international standards to the Members. 
Implementation of International Standards on Phytosanitary Measures
13.
The level of implementation or use of each standard varies from PICT to PICT but generally all PICTs have used some of the standards in the delivery of their phytosanitary measures. SPC has assisted PICTs implementation of these standards and will continue to assist within its means.
Pest List Database
14.
The Pest List Database (PLD) for the Pacific is an information system to record agricultural pest occurrences within a country and to provide various reports of those pest occurrences. There are two types of the related but separate operating versions of the PLD which are the national stand-alone PLD and the regional online version of the PLD called the Pacific Islands Pest List Database (PILD).
15.
To date 13 countries have the national PLD set up and operating. The PLD systems have been set up both the agriculture research and biosecurity (quarantine) services of the Agriculture Ministries in these countries. SPC continues to provide technical support to the national systems through refresher training of the national systems on location, regional training and audits of both the regional and national systems and through email and telephonic support.
16.
The Regional PLD was launched online in May 2005.  The site can be visited at: http://www.spc.int:8088/pld/index.jsp .
Biosecurity law harmonization and operational manuals
17.
SPC has been working on harmonizing the biosecurity (quarantine) related laws in the region for the past 3 years. A consultant legal drafter working with the SPC and the relevant national agencies has now completed draft biosecurity bills for 13 jurisdictions. 
18.
The countries are Cook Islands, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Marshal Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. 
19.
SPC is also drafting an operational manual to enable effective biosecurity operation in its Member countries. This is a complementary activity to the biosecurity law harmonization and should facilitate closer working network amongst the PICTs. 
Trade facilitation
20.
Trade facilitation continues to be one of the major focus areas of the SPC-LRD. The recent activities in the area includes R&D into pre-export (quarantine) treatments for fresh produce exports, development of system approach to pest risk management for export trade of fruit fly host commodities,  development of training materials, training, participation in trade related conference, meetings, symposium, etc., trade negotiation and technical advisory services.
21.
The SPC is also implementing a regional trade facilitation initiative aimed at promoting agriculture trade amongst the islands of the Pacific and their metropolitan neigbours Australia and New Zealand. The initiative has enabled the expeditious market access for Pacific products in to the Australia and New Zealand markets. 
Biosecurity helpdesk
22.
The SPC-LRD established a biosecurity helpdesk as part of its technical advisory services to better serve its clients (PPPO Members). The helpdesk predominantly receives and processes email equerries on matters related to biosecurity, trade facilitation and plant protection including advice on import risk analysis.

23.
The helpdesk can be contacted by email at spcbiosecurity@spc.int from outside SPC or alternatively by contacting the Biosecurity and Trade Facilitation Adviser at the SPC.
Pest surveys
24.
SPC routinely conducts pest surveys in the Member countries and these surveys forms the basis for establishing pest occurrences status in the individual countries. The survey specimens are forwarded to the established diagnostics centres for identifications and once the authenticated identification of the organism is reverted to the SPC then the records are entered in the PLD as public records.
25.
In the past two years pest were conducted in Wallis and Futuna (all pathogens), Samoa (nematodes and virus / virus-like pathogens), French Polynesia (virus / virus-like pathogens), Palau and parts of FSM (Nematodes and fungi, then virus / virus-like pathogens in separate surveys), Niue (vanilla viruses, plus some other virus / virus-like pathogens), Rotuma (all pathogens), Tonga (nematodes and fungi). Identifications are entered into the PLD as received, survey reports are being prepared. Reports of earlier surveys of Cook Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, New Caledonia, Vanuatu, and Samoa were published as SPC technical papers. Certain survey highlights were published in three international plant pathology journal papers. 
26.
Weed surveys were conducted in Wallis and Futuna, Samoa, Tuvalu, New Caledonia and French Polynesia. To date authentication of weed survey records have been completed and are available for Tuvalu, Vanuatu and Wallis and Futuna.
Pest surveillance, outbreak investigation and incursion responses
27.
The fruit fly surveillance programme is carried out in all PICTs with varying intensity. The surveillance in monitoring regimes in countries that are exporting fruit fly host commodities are intensive than smaller non-trading states that concentrate of surveillance at entry points are high risk sites.
28.
We are currently undertaking a region wide invasive ant surveillance programme to establish the baseline data for invasive ants in the island. The surveillance programme is a precursor to a large region wide initiative called the ‘Pacific Ant Prevention Plan’.
29.
Cook Islands successfully eradicate an incursion of papaya ring spot virus and giant African snail.
30.
Weed containment programmes are currently undertaken for Jerusalem thorn in Fiji, Parthenium weed in PNG and Mimosa pudica in Tuvalu.
31.
Pest outbreak investigation were conducted for Phytopthora bud of betel nut in Guam, a unknown disease of betel in PNG and a variety of weed introduction following the import of bulk soil for a sports field in Tuvalu. In the Tuvalu case, 19 species of know weeds were introduced in the name of development.
Fifth Session of the Regional Technical Board of the PPPO
32.
The 5th session of the PPPO was held at the Raffles Gateway Hotel, Nadi, Fiji Islands from the 5-9 June 2006.
33.
The meeting elected a new executive committee to lead the PPPO for the next 3 years. The new executive committee consists of Papua New Guinea (chair), Australia (vice-chair), Fiji and Vanuatu (Melanesian representatives), French Polynesia and Samoa (Polynesian representatives), and Palau and Republic of Marshall Islands as the Micronesian representatives. The PPPO executive committee will be assisted by the Biosecurity and Trade Facilitation Adviser of the SPC-LRD as executive secretary of the PPPO and the head of the PPPO secretariat.
34.
The other major matters discussed at the meeting included revise of the PPPO Constitution; development of a new regional standard on movement of germplasm in tissue culture; ISMP 15 compliance and accreditation of fumigation facilities and fumigators; IPPC Membership; participation in international standard setting processes; trade facilitation; harmonisation of biosecurity laws; working relationship with other border management agencies; networking and technical capacity building.
35.
The SPC also reported to the Members on its programmes and interventions in the individual countries. 
Awareness programmes
36.
The SPC conducts public awareness on all its activities including biosecurity and trade matters using all types of mass media. The LRD division as a strong information and publication team which produces awareness and educational materials for a wide range of target audience including children, farmers, para-professionals, technical specialists, etc. It also runs region-wide public awareness campaigns on quarantine matters linked to major events in the regional such as the South Pacific Games which is held every 4 years.    
Future Focus
37.
The future focus of the PPPO or at least that of the PPPO Secretariat for the next few years will be:
1. Full operational biosecurity centre of import – export technology. All three units of the IMPEXTEK will be fully operational and making impact on regional trade. 
2. Complete all draft national Biosecurity Bills and assist with national processes in enacting the bill into law.
3. Encourage and facilitate PICTs ratification of 1997 IPPC text.
4. Trade facilitation
5. Strengthen collaborative activities with relevant agencies and/or institutions (border management, invasive species, biosafety, ballast water etc.)
6. Phytosanitary Capacity Evaluation (PCE)
7. ISPM 15 compliance and accreditation of fumigation facilities and kiln dryers in the region.
8. Increasing trade amongst the Pacific Islands,
9. Pest surveys, and
10. Improvements in the operational capacity of the biosecurity services in the region
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