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International Plant Protection Convention                                   
TC-RPPOs_2013

EPPO
Agenda item 5.5

European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO)

The Director-General of EPPO, Mr. Arnitis, highlighted the activities in EPPO which are of most importance for the IPPC.

In June 2013, the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations (WP PR) approved 17 phytosanitary Standards. These Standards will be presented to the EPPO Council for final approval in September, 2013. The approved EPPO phytosanitary Standards cover a variety of different topics. 
The WP PR approved the revision of the EPPO A1/A2 List of pests recommended for regulation including the addition of new pests to the A1/A2 lists: 
· Pests absent from the region (A1): Apriona germari, A. japonica, A. cinerea, Oemona hirta 

· Pests present in the region (A2): Phytophthora kernoviae , Phytophthora ramorum, Thaumatotibia leucotreta and Baccharis halimifolia 

· Transfer from the A1 to the A2 List: no pests this year 

One new Standard providing guidance on PRA was approved: the Screening process for the identification of the need of a commodity PRA for imports of plants for planting. 
EPPO has an extensive programme on diagnostics. As result of this activity seven new and revised standards were approved:

•
Fungi: Hymenoscyphus pseudoalbidus 

•
Virus: Tomato chlorosis virus and Tomato infectious chlorosis virus 

•
Insects: Tetranychus evansi, Trogoderma granarium (alignment of IPPC protocol in EPPO format), Bactrocera zonata, Drosophila suzukii 

•
Horizontal diagnostic standards: Standard on nematode extraction 

Four Standards providing guidance for official control including eradication and containment measures on Agrilus planipennis, Anoplophora glabripennis, Anoplophora chinensis and Meloidogyne chitwoodi and M. fallax were also approved. 

EPPO has an Alert list in order to provide a warning about pests possibly presenting a risk to EPPO member countries. Pests are also chosen from the Alert list to be the subject of PRA. Modifications to the list of pests (including invasive alien plants) on the Alert List during the last year are as follows:

· Additions: Agrilus auroguttatus, Ophiomyia kwansonis, Thaumastocoris peregrinus, Syndrome des basses richesses, Cardiospermum grandiflorum, Gunnera tinctoria
· Deletions: Enaphalodes rufulus, Halyomorpha halys, Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. lactucae, Phytophthora pinifolia, Tomato torrado virus

EPPO’s strategy and work programme foresees that five PRAs are performed every year including one for an invasive alien plant. The WP PR agreed with the following priorities for PRA:
· Aromia bungii 

· Microstegium vimineum
· Study on wood chips and wood waste
One of EPPO’s core activities is to organize Workshops and Conferences in the region. This provides a platform for discussion on important new topics for NPPOs in the region. An EPPO/NEPPO Workshop on surveillance, an EPPO/NEPPO Workshop on ISPMs 7 and 12, an EPPO/ Q-DETECT Workshop for phytosanitary inspectors, the 2nd Workshop for Heads of Laboratories and an EPPO/FAO Workshop on Pest reporting and exchange of phytosanitary information were organized during 2012/2013. 
In order to strengthen collaboration with NEPPO two workshops were organized at the end of 2012. In addition an annual meeting with NAPPO was organized in Cyprus before CPM-8.
In collaboration with the IPPC and FAO regional offices a Regional Workshop was recently held near Moscow (July, 2013). The comments from this Workshop have been very important for all EPPO members to establish their views on the draft ISPMs and help to formulate a common view from the EPPO region. 
The EPPO Secretariat has developed a system allowing EPPO member countries to send pest reports (the format is compatible with the IPPC format) electronically (with a possibility to forward them to other bodies such as the IPPC). This allows different levels for security to be created (e.g. one person entering data, another one authorizing publication) and provides the possibility to enter different levels of information.

In order to raise public awareness about phytosanitary issues EPPO continued activities in this field. A poster was prepared to be displayed in airports/seaports to inform travellers about the risks of moving plant material. This has been made available to NPPOs and it is now their responsibility to circulate it and ensure that it is displayed. 
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