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INTER-AFRICAN PHYTOSANITARY COUNCIL CONSEIL PHYTOSANITAIRE INTERAFRICAIN

25 th  TECHNICAL CONSULTATION AMONG REGIONAL PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATIONS

Colonia del Sacramento, Uruguay, 26th – 30th  August  2013,
Inter - African Phytosanitary Council (IAPSC)
1.  Standards setting process

          The Pan African consultation workshop on the review of the 2012 draft International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) was scheduled in Douala, Cameroon on 12-14 September by IAPSC. 43 participants from member states` National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOs), IPPC secretariat and IAPSC attended the workshop and reviewed 3 draft standards. Substantive and editing comments were made on the drafts using the Online Comment Systems. Member states representative were highlighted on the implementation problems of ISPM15 and possible actions to improve the current situation; introduced to the IPPC technical resources web page; the Overview of Implementation Review and Support System (IRSS) and fulfillment of reporting obligations in the International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP).  
       IAPSC supported African member states in reviewing documents and agenda of the eight Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM-8) scheduled in Rome Italy; by organizing a technical meeting in Entebbe, Uganda on 11-13, March 2013. 27 National Plant Protection Organizations officials from 23 African member states and IAPSC attended the meeting. 22 working documents to be examined at the 8th CPM meeting; were reviewed, for Africa common position; Recommendations were made on the documents and consensus arrived at how to make intervention at the CPM meeting for effective and efficient participation. At the CPM-8 meeting, IAPSC further coordinated participation of member states to side events, evening sessions and various ad-hoc sub-commissions; it supported NPPOs for their presentation at the CPM plenary; and circulated a synthesis of the comments/positions to NPPOs. The honorable participation of the African group at the CPM-8 meeting in Rome, Italy was acknowledged, thanks to the assistance of IAPSC to the delegates.
In prospect, IAPSC is organizing another pan African consultation workshop in Dakar, Senegal on 28-30 September 2013, to review the 2013 draft ISPMs. Invitations have been sent out to different NPPOs officials for participation.

2. IPP editors
     African countries IPP editors for each NPPO who are responsible for updating national information including pest reports in liaison with NPPO contact points do face difficulties to cooperate with IAPSC, despites several attempts.  IAPSC does not have any opportunity to train African IPP editors since the two (English and French) that were undertaken some years back by FAO in collaboration with our office. Reflection is on-going to improve the situation which impact of those who were trained is not felt.
3. Pest Reporting/information exchange
        IAPSC is made up of 54 member states of the African Union. No effort has been undertaken to reschedule the training on how African member states should improve on countries pest reporting.  However within the framework of the 2013 budget program funded by the African Union Commission, IAPSC has carried out a field survey in some countries: Burundi, Chad, Egypt, Gabon Ghana, Togo and Tunisia to examine their current situation in Biosafety and germplasm exchange, Fruit flies IPM, Pest list update and policy for the harmonization of pesticides registration in Africa. Problems encountered: not all NPPOs are ready to share their pests list. Its establishment is limited by the insufficient resources being it human, materials and financial. The capacity limitation is also marked by the staff rotation after been trained. At time, other African NPPOs do report directly to the IPPC secretariat without acknowledging IAPSC; thus rendering the RPPO coordination work difficult.
4. Electronic certification
  During the last meeting, all NPPOs were encouraged to anticipate in the development and exchange of information in the technical consultation. African countries in their majority are still issued manual phytosanitary certificate to facilitate trade of plant and plant products.  Only about 3 to 5 countries have initiated working with electronic certificate, regarding some commodities like cut flowers. Effort consists of promoting this practice.
5. Other activities undertaken by IAPSC
        IAPSC is an intergovernmental organization in charge of plant protection and quarantine services in Africa. It has elaborated a 4 years strategic plan (2014-2017) which is being scrutinized. A harmonized document for agricultural and public health pesticides registration was developed and distributed to member states for comments. A survey protocol for early detection of emerging pest issues facing respective countries and enhance reporting is under preparation. Most of these activities under implementation fall in the annual budget program funded by the African Union Commission. For the passed years the budget program has been reduced; rendering difficult the implementation of approved activities.  IAPSC is preparing a TCP with the FAO on Coconut yellowing disease and at the same tine organizing a workshop on Pests Rapid Alert and Response systems in Africa.  Elaborating a list of pests that are pressing to gain entry and establishment in Africa or emerging pests of concern for the Africa region constitute a major challenge for IAPSC. 
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