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IAEA Statement

1.
The IAEA, through its Joint FAO/IAEA Division of Nuclear Techniques in Food and Agriculture, has been actively supporting the Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) during the last 6 years to review and develop International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) and in creating phytosanitary capacity in IPPC Contracting Parties in order to level the playing field in international agricultural trade.

2.
In terms of normative activities, the Joint FAO/IAEA Division has participated in the development of the following adopted ISPMs Nos. 3, 18, 26 and 30. In addition we have also contributed to the development of the draft ISPM on Systems Approaches for Pest Risk Management of Fruit Flies, a draft annex to ISPM No. 26 on Fruit Fly Trapping, and the draft ISPM on Phytosanitary Procedures for Fruit Fly (Tephritidae) Management.

3.
Our Joint Division has also organized and funded the last three annual meetings of the IPPC Technical Panel on Pest Free Areas and Systems Approaches for Fruit Flies that we hosted in Vienna and we are now in the process of also organizing the next meeting that will also be held in Vienna, Austria in October 2010.

4.
In support of the IPPC Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments, the Joint FAO/IAEA Division provided technical expertise and supporting data which helped facilitate the successful adoption of eight irradiation treatments for pests of quarantine importance. These treatments were adopted by the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures for inclusion in ISPM No. 28 on Phytosanitary Treatments for Regulated Pests.

5.
The Joint FAO/IAEA Division also recently commenced a Coordinated Research Project on the Development of Generic Irradiation Doses for Quarantine Treatments. It is hoped that this research network will determine generic and specific doses for pests and pest groups of quarantine importance (29 insect species from 13 arthropod families). Based on this research, submissions in response to the IPPC’s call for phytosanitary treatments may be made. Once adopted, these phytosanitary treatments may help facilitate trade by reducing technical barriers to the international trade in agricultural produce.

6.
In terms of capacity building, the Joint FAO/IAEA Division has devoted part of its technical assistance delivery to the implementation of the ISPMs in developing countries through national or regional workshops and technical meetings. During the last six months, two FAO/IAEA Regional Training Courses on “Area-wide Integrated Pest Management of Tephritid Fruit Flies” and “Surveillance of Tephritid Fruit Flies in Support of Planning and Implementing Area-wide Integrated Pest Management Programmes” were held in respectively China and Thailand. These courses were attended by 60 participants from 19 countries of the Asia and Pacific region.
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