E


CPM 2010/CRP/8

March 2010
[image: image1.png]ey s || Bk A B
sl | R R &
daoitl aa || R M H A

Organisation
des

Nations
Unies

pour
l'alimentation
et
l'agriculture

ﬂponoson bCTBEHHAA U

CENMbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHas
opraH13aums
O6beANHEHHBIX

Hauwin

Organizacién
de las
Naciones
Unidas

para la
Agricultura
yla
Alimentacién





2
 CPM 2010/CRP/8
1
 CPM 2010/CRP/8

COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
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Advice to members on a Methyl Bromide Alternatives Information System (MBAIS) database by Australia
Agenda Item 14.1 of the Provisional Agenda 

I. Introduction

1.
Methyl bromide (CH3Br) has been used for many years as a general purpose fumigant to kill a variety of plant pests. However, it is an ozone depleting substance.

2.
The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (1987) sets out a mandatory timetable for the phase out of ozone depleting substances, including methyl bromide. All reductions include an exemption for methyl bromide pre-shipment and quarantine uses.

II. Methyl bromide alternatives Information System

3.
The Methyl Bromide Alternatives Information System (MBAIS) has been developed to collate information on alternatives to methyl bromide use as a general purpose fumigant. It contains information on methyl bromide alternatives for quarantine and pre-shipment and non-quarantine uses being researched or used in Australia, and/or used internationally.

4.
Registered users can use the MBAIS to:

· find alternatives that may be considered in development or modification of phytosanitary measures that currently use methyl bromide
·   share information about alternatives and their research, adoption and implementation
· establish linkages with other expertise on methyl bromide alternatives.
5.
T he MBAIS was originally developed by the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry to provide information on Australian alternatives to methyl bromide fumigations for plant and plant product commodities by:

· identifying alternatives to methyl bromide being researched, or in use in Australia and/or those alternatives in use internationally for quarantine pre-shipment (QPS) and non-QPS use; and,
· providing information that would enable the identification of gaps, particularly where where there are no technical and economic alternatives to methyl bromide fumigation.
6.
Since its development, the scope of MBAIS has been expanded to include international research on methyl bromide alternatives.

7.
In December 2008, a news item on the MBAIS was placed on the Australian page of the International Phytosanitary Portal to notify of the existence of the database and invite users from other countries to review and add to the information contained in the system. 
8.
Australia encourages all contracting parties to register, use and contribute to the database to create a global source of quality and contemporary alternatives to methyl bromide.

III. Records and users

9.
There are currently 480 records in the system, which have been sourced from treatment manuals, databases, statistics, peer reviewed scientific journals, conferences, technical reports, media and by harnessing the knowledge and expertise of contributors.

10.
To access the MBAIS, application is made to the administrator to register.  The entry of records must follow a standard, which is outlined in a users manual.  This is to ensure that the data in the system remain of high quality and optimises the value of the database.
11. 
Registered users can search, add or edit records. They can suggest other data contributors. Searches on the system can be made by methyl bromide alternative, contact’ name or by commodity group (as categorised by the IPPC Recommendation (2008) Replacement or Reduction of the Use of Methyl Bromide as a Phytosanitary Measure).
12.
There are over 100 subscibers to the system from government, industry, regulators and from Montreal Protocol groups, with most from Australia and New Zealand. There are some subscribers from the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Japan and the Netherlands, including from companies and consultancy groups.
IV. Registering
13.
To find out how to become a registered user, please contact the Australian IPPC contact point.
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