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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fifth Session

Rome, 22 - 26 March 2010

Description of Member Consultation Periods

Agenda Item 9.9 of the Provisional Agenda

I. Background

1.
During the CPM Bureau Meeting in June 2009, it was suggested that there is confusion about the member consultation processes for draft International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs), particularly the differences between the formal June-September 100-day member consultation period and the subsequent submission of comments 14 days prior to CPM. The Bureau asked the Secretariat to prepare a paper for CPM-5 that clearly distinguishes between how comments are treated in both periods, stressing that June-September is the key period for making comments.

II. Overview and comparison of member consultation periods
2.
There are two consultation periods for draft ISPMs.

a) Comments on draft ISPMs at an early stage in their development.

b) Comments on ISPMs at a later stage, just prior to adoption by CPM.

3.
The first opportunity for comment is during the 100-day formal member consultation period, which runs from June to September. At this stage the ISPM is under development and may undergo extensive changes as a result of member comments. The second opportunity for comment occurs prior to presentation of the standard to CPM for adoption, after the draft ISPM has been revised based on comments provided during the 100-day member consultation period and after consideration by the Standards Committee. This second period begins six weeks before CPM and ends 14 days prior to CPM.

4.
The June-September 100-day member consultation period is considered the primary opportunity for members to participate in the development of draft ISPMs. All member comments received during this period are compiled by the Secretariat. They are integrated into draft ISPMs as appropriate with oversight and review by the SC-7 and SC. These member comments are not presented to the CPM because they have already been reviewed by the SC and incorporated into draft ISPMs as appropriate.
5.
During the period prior to CPM, members may comment on the revised versions of draft ISPMs that are being presented to the CPM for adoption. The Secretariat compiles the comments submitted during this period and distributes them at CPM as a conference room paper in the languages they were received in. This allows CPM to consider these comments and decide whether to incorporate them into the draft ISPMs, as appropriate, before adoption.

6.
The 100-day member consultation period is the key comment period. Members should endeavour to provide all substantive comments on the draft at this time so that they may be properly considered and integrated into the draft. If members make a large number of substantive comments in the period before CPM, it may be impossible to properly consider the proposed changes and CPM may be unable to adopt the draft standard given the time pressures imposed by the CPM timetable.

7.
The CPM is invited to:

1. Note that there are two member consultation periods for ISPMs, and that the 100-day June-September consultation period is the key comment period.
2. Note that comments made in the period before CPM should only be for essential changes to the draft.

3. Note that comments from all members received during both periods are considered when developing ISPMs, but that only the comments received just prior to CPM are distributed and discussed at CPM.
	This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAO's processes and contribute to climate neutrality. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and to avoid asking for additional copies. 
Most FAO meeting documents are available on the Internet at www.fao.org

	W/W0000/e



[image: image1.png]