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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010

Comments submitted by Japan
Agenda Items 8.4, 9.4, 9.7, 9.10, 13.6 and 14.1 of the Provisional Agenda 

1.
Attached are comments submitted by Japan on the following agenda points:

8.4
Report of the Ozone Secretariat

9.4
IPPC Standard setting work programme 

9.7
Adjusting translations, formatting and editing of adopted ISPMs 

9.10
Presentation of diagnostic protocols in English

13.6
CPM Recommendations
14.1
Report on promotion of the IPPC and cooperation with relevant international organizations
Comments of Japan on Agenda Item 8.4

Report of the Ozone Secretariat

1. Japan appreciates the efforts made by the IPPC Secretariat in cooperation with the Ozone Secretariat to reduce methyl bromide use.

2. From the viewpoint of environmental concerns, Japan recognizes the importance of the CPM recommendation; replacement or reduction of the use of methyl bromide as a phytosanitary measure. IPPC member countries have been making efforts to reduce methyl bromide use through developing alternative techniques.

3. On the other hand, in the field of plant quarantine, there are still challenges remained to develop feasible and economical alternatives. Under the circumstances, methyl bromide is one of the important options to satisfy requirements in terms of plant quarantine that is compatible with both interception of international movements of pests and trade. And there is also peculiarity of plant quarantine that incompliance to phytosanitary import requirement by exporting country may lead methyl bromide use in importing country.  

Japan suggests that the IPPC Secretariat takes initiative and coordinate with the Ozone Secretariat about the most effective and feasible way for solving this issue.

Comments of Japan on Agenda Item 9.4

IPPC Standard setting work programme (with proposed adjustments)

1. Japan appreciates the effort made by the Secretariat and all experts in drafting standards and would like to submit the following comments.

2. Japan notes that works on non-agricultural items such as containers, conveyances and used vehicles are emerging in standard setting works. Considering potential significant impact of these standards on international trade which relates to various stakeholders, Japan believes that it is important to further ensure transparency, inclusiveness and scientific basis in standard setting process of IPPC. 

3. With this regard, Japan would like to emphasize the following some points to be taken account of in the process.
i) ISPMs should be drafted based on appropriate pest risk analysis.  It would strengthen scientific basis of draft standards and help stakeholders to understand needs of phytosanitary management.  

ii) Sufficient time of member consultation should be ensured. It would facilitate NPPOs to communicate with stakeholders and make them involved in standard setting process at national level. 

iii) Effective involvement of stakeholders into standard setting process at international level should be encouraged. It would be possible, for example, to have meeting with relevant international organizations and international industry organizations, and to invite experts to drafting groups. 
Comments of Japan on Agenda Item 9.7

Adjusting translation, formatting and editing of adopted ISPMs

1. Basically Japan supports the proposal to establish the process for translation adjustment of adopted ISPM, taking into account the time constraint during the CPM. 

2. Japan believes it important to ensure consistency among FAO languages and not to introduce substantial changes to adopted ISPMs. With this regard, it is necessary that an appropriate multilingual person check the result of the adjustment. Japan proposes to change the proposed process in paragraph 7 of CPM 2010/18 as follows:

Proposal 1: add phrases to the sentence of process 6

Modified versions of ISPMs will be identified as such and posted on the IPP after the translation services have a provisional check on consistency among languages.

Proposal 2: delete process 10

Members that have not participated in the process described above are requested not to raise objections at CPM.
It is also important that members that have not participated in the process have an opportunity to submit comments. Accordingly para 10 should be deleted.

In addition, Japan would like to confirm the validity of English version while other language versions are under the adjusting process.

Comments of Japan on Agenda Item 9.10

Presentation of Diagnostic Protocol in English

1.
Japan supports to develop diagnostic protocols in English only, taking into account the benefit of cost saving. From the same point of view, Japan proposes to consider developing Annex to ISPM 28 in English only since Annex to ISPM 28 is also highly technical and the format has been established. 

Comments of Japan on Agenda Item 13.6

CPM Recommendations

1.
Japan appreciates the efforts made by every member who have participated in the discussion about CPM recommendations. Japan supports the proposed scope of the CPM Recommendations which reflects the differnce of establishing process between ISPMs and CPM Recommendations. In this connection Japan would like to point out that CPM recommendations should be clearly distinguished from ISPMs so that CPM recommendations are not used to circumvent lengthy procedure for establishing ISPMs. 

Comments of Japan on Agenda Item 14.1

Report on the promotion of the IPPC and Cooperation with Relevant Regional and International Organizations

1. Japan appreciates the efforts made by the Secretariat in cooperation with relevant regional and international organizations, especially with ICAO and IATA, as reported in paragraph 21, regarding the new topic for ISPM on minimizing pest movement by air containers and aircrafts. 

2. However, Japan recognizes a need for further cooperation with relevant international organizations since further work on non-agricultural products is expected in elaboration of ISPMs. Therefore, Japan recommends that the Secretariat make further efforts to identify appropriate international organizations and involve them in the process of establishing ISPMs on non-agricultural items, e.g., International Maritime Organization (IMO) for sea containers and conveyances. Also contracting parties may support the Secretariat by providing information on relevant international organizations.
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