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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fourth Session

Rome, 30 March – 3 April 2009 

Report from the Ozone Secretariat, United Nations Environment Programme: Progress under the Montreal Protocol on Issues of Relevance to the IPPC
Agenda Item 8.4 of the Provisional agenda
1.
A report on relevant activities of the Ozone Secretariat of the United Nations Environment Programme, prepared by its Secretariat, is provided in Annex 1.
Annex 1

Report from the Ozone Secretariat, United Nations Environment Programme: Progress under the Montreal Protocol on Issues of Relevance to the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)
1.
At the twenty-eighth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol (28OEWG) held from 7 to 11 July 2008 in Bangkok, the Ozone Secretariat informed the Parties on the adoption of the IPPC Recommendation on replacement or reduction of the use of methyl bromide as a phytosanitary measure. The Recommendation (Appendix 6, Report of CPM-3) was distributed as an information document at the 28OEWG.

2.
At the Twentieth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol held from 16-20 November 2008 in Doha, the Parties adopted decision XX/6 “Actions by Parties to reduce methyl bromide use for quarantine and pre-shipment purposes and related emissions”.  Items of key relevance to the IPPC are highlighted below:

(a) The Parties recognized with appreciation the efforts of the IPPC and the Ozone Secretariat in reviewing alternatives to methyl bromide for phytosanitary purposes particularly under ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade) and the IPPC recommendation on Replacement or reduction of the use of methyl bromide as a phytosanitary measure;

(b) The Technology and Economic Assessment Panel (TEAP) has been requested to review all relevant, currently available information on the use of methyl bromide for Quarantine and Pre-Shipment (QPS) applications and related emissions, to assess trends in the major uses, available alternatives and other mitigation options, and barriers to the adoption of alternatives or determine what additional information or action may be required to meet those objectives.  TEAP has been requested to carry out this review in consultation with the IPPC secretariat.

(c) The Ozone Secretariat, in cooperation with TEAP and the IPPC Secretariat and other relevant bodies, has been requested to organize a workshop to discuss the report of the work referred to in paragraph 2(b) above to determining possible further actions.  The workshop will be organized on 3 November 2009, immediately prior to the Twenty‑First Meeting of the Parties (MOP21) which is scheduled to be held from 4 to 8 November 2009 in Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt.  

(d) The Montreal Protocol Parties are encouraged to put in place a national strategy to help them to reduce the use of methyl bromide for phytosanitary measures in accordance with the IPPC recommendation adopted at CPM-3 and to inform the Ozone Secretariat of such strategies before MOP21. 
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