E


CPM 2009/INF 12

March 2009
[image: image1.png]ey s || Bk A B
sl | R R &
daoitl aa || R M H A

Organisation
des

Nations
Unies

pour
l'alimentation
et
l'agriculture

ﬂponoson bCTBEHHAA U

CENMbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHas
opraH13aums
O6beANHEHHBIX

Hauwin

Organizacién
de las
Naciones
Unidas

para la
Agricultura
yla
Alimentacién





2
  

CPM 2009/INF 12

3

COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fourth Session

Rome, 30 March – 3 April 2009

Report of the International Forestry Quarantine Research Group 
Agenda Item 8.4 of the Provisional Agenda 
1.
A report of the International Forestry Quarantine Research Group to the Fourth Session of the CPM prepared by IFQRG is provided in Annex 1.
Annex 1

Report of the International Forestry Quarantine Research Group 
1.  

The International Forestry Quarantine Research Group (IFQRG), formed in 2003, is an independent science group that carries out analysis and scientific research in response to issues identified by international quarantine bodies.  The group has an open membership with input from the science and plant health regulatory communities and industry.  Currently there are about 60 active members from 25 countries.  The Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM), the Standards Committee (SC) and the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine (TPFQ) have all utilized IFQRG in obtaining answers to key science questions.  The Chair of IFQRG is also a member of the TPFQ.
2.
The TPFQ identifies areas for which research is needed or where scientific data is missing and requests assistance from IFQRG to obtain this information.  Where possible IFQRG attempts to provide data gained through arranging collaborative research amongst the international science community. Harmonized analysis of data from this research provides information that is used by the TPFQ to help make decisions for the development of international standards. 
3.
Much of the work of the group has focused on science needs related to the modification and revision of ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade). In the past, both the revision of the methyl bromide schedule and the analysis of phytosanitary risks associated with bark on wood were moved forward based on information provided to the TPFQ by IFQRG.  Future work will support the new forest quarantine related standards currently under development.
4.
IFQRG is working in the following areas in response to requests by TPFQ:

· Development of wood treatment testing criteria (e.g. pests to include, statistical approaches for efficacy testing).

· Analysis of the costs and benefits of implementing ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade) internationally.

· Analysis of international trade of forest tree seed and summary of scientific publications related to seed pest issues.

· Summary of scientific information supporting pest risk mitigation through measures such as debarking, sawing, planning, chipping, etc. proposed for inclusion in the standard for regulating the international movement of wood.
5.
In preparation for the next meeting of IFQRG, 14-18 September 2009 at FAO headquarters, a call for papers on the above issues will be going out to scientists in all countries. It is hoped that these papers will help gather information on these issues and generate discussion on how IFQRG can collaborate to obtain the needed information that remains missing. IFQRG, in particular, strongly encourages the submission of papers from scientists in developing countries to ensure that all perspectives on phytosanitary issues are considered.  Funding mechanisms are being explored to facilitate participation of members from developing countries in the next IFQRG meeting in order to ensure the participation of the widest science community possible.

6.
IFQRG will continue to respond to the needs of the CPM and its subsidiary bodies providing a sound scientific basis for the development of new standards related to forest quarantine.
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