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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fourth Session

Rome, 30 March – 3 April 2009 

Report of the 20th Technical Consultation among Regional Plant Protection Organizations
Agenda Item 7 of the Provisional Agenda
1.
The 20th Technical Consultation among Regional Plant Protection Organizations (TC-RPPOs) was held in Rome, 25-28 August 2008
. Seven RPPOs were represented: the Asia and Pacific Plant Protection Commission (APPPC), Southern Cone Plant Health Committee (COSAVE), European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO), Inter-African Phytosanitary Council (IAPSC), North American Plant Protection Organization (NAPPO), Regional International Organization for Agricultural Health (OIRSA) and the Pacific Plant Protection Organization (PPPO). The two RPPO’s not represented were the Andean Community (CA) and the Caribbean Plant Protection Commission (CPPC). 
I. Review of RPPO Activities
2.
Each RPPO described the major events and activities undertaken within its region during the previous 12 months related to the following:
· the development of new regional standards for phytosanitary measures, strategic and biennial work plans, 
· involvement with workshops (including on draft ISPMs, the International Phytosanitary Portal and pest risk analysis), 
· information exchange, 
· assessments and networking of diagnostic laboratories, 
· phytosanitary capacity evaluation, 
· invasive alien plants, 
· fruit fly programmes, 
· regional pest detection surveys, 
· training in phytosanitary measures and pest risk analysis, 
· development of contingency plans against pests of regional interest 
· and the harmonization of Biosecurity legislation within a region.
3.
The IPPC Secretariat gave a brief presentation on its 2008 activities, which included updates on the standard setting programme, information exchange, dispute settlement, technical assistance and certain activities associated with the implementation of the IPPC. There was significant discussion on the limited resources (especially staff) available to the Secretariat and possible ways the RPPOs could assist in supporting the Secretariat. It was agreed the RPPOs would support the various components of the CPM work programme whenever practically possible e.g. hosting regional workshops on draft ISPMs, ensuring communications reach NPPOs, and working with countries to ensure the Secretariat is informed as rapidly as possible whenever an IPPC contact point changes.

II. PCE Tool
4.
The new version of the PCE was discussed and some of the RPPOs will assist in the testing of the PCE 2008 prototype. The TC welcomed the development of the new system and looked forward to seeing it in operation. 

III. Public Officer
5.
Following up on the ongoing discussion of the use of the term “public officer” from the previous three TCs, the TC in principle supported that the term “public officer” should be defined by national law and that there is no single definition to be used by all contracting parties. However, no written text was provided,.  The TC noted the finalization of the revision of ISPMs 7 &12 will also depend upon an acceptable agreement on the specific text of the definition of a “public officer”.
IV. Recognition of new Regional Plant Protection Organizations
6.
The TC noted that with the possible entry into force of the Near East Plant Protection Organization (NEPPO) and the possible replacement of the Caribbean Plant Protection Commission (CPPC) with the Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA), these new bodies will need to apply to the IPPC for recognition as an RPPO (if they decide this is desirable). This is not an automatic process, nor initiated by the IPPC Secretariat. However, the Secretariat would be available for discussions and to provide guidance, if requested.
V. CPM Work Programme

Standard Setting
7.
Most RPPOs were once again very involved in their regions in helping member countries develop comments on the draft ISPMs sent for country consultation.
8.
The TC noted that there is a trend of increased trading partner participation, from outside the RPPO region, in the comment period for draft Regional Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (RSPMs). Examples were provided where this has taken place in the past and the TC encouraged this increased transparency and participation when appropriate.

Information Exchange
9.
The TC agreed that information exchange should be a permanent point on the TC agenda. RPPOs would be asked to report back on how they promote information exchange among their members within the framework of the IPPC.
10.
The FAO Legal Office advised that NPPOs could report through their RPPO as long as they provide notification to the Secretariat indicating that this is how they will meet their IPPC reporting obligations. If a country decides to communicate via its RPPO it is clear that the responsibility for the information rests with the NPPO. The meeting welcomed this advice, which would streamline procedures and enable countries to fulfil their reporting obligations more easily. In particular, this would greatly facilitate national pest reporting through RPPO databases / reporting systems.
11.
For those RPPOs which do not have the capacity to maintain their own websites, it was decided that provisions would be made by RPPOs to maintain country data on the IPP.  The Secretariat would work with these RPPOs to design more appropriate functionality.
12.
The TC agreed that that there is an urgent need for an update, from a global perspective, on electronic certification in terms of current technologies and practical implementation issues. Some countries have progressed e-certification significantly over the past 3 years, while some developing countries have expressed strong reservations regarding resource commitments needed to participate appropriately in e-certification processes. The TC encouraged the Secretariat to participate more actively in this process within the limits of its available resources. NAPPO is planning a global meeting on e-certification and it is hoped this meeting will contribute to a better understanding of global developments and needs.

Capacity building
13.
A number of RPPOs reported that they are either facilitating or actively managing various capacity building projects in their regions e.g. harmonised Biosecurity regulations in the region and border control.
14.
Some RPPOs reported they are actively undertaking specific phytosanitary tasks (e.g. phytosanitary inspection, surveillance and reporting) on behalf of member countries when appropriate within the framework of the IPPC, and when requested by countries to do so.
15.
The TC agreed that in order to begin accumulating information on IPPC and ISPM implementation issues with respect to the Implementation, Review and Support System (IRSS), the RPPOs will prepare an annual report for the TC concerning implementation issues in their regions.
16.
OIRSA agreed to share information on the criteria for the recognition of diagnostic laboratories with all members of the TC in the immediate future.

VI. Topics for CPM-4
17.
The TC noted topics for keynote speakers at CPM-4, initially suggested in 2007, remained valid, while several RPPOs favoured a session on “the risks of aquatic plants as pests”.  Several RPPOs suggested the issue of “the safe movement of germplasm” would also be of interest, given concerns about whether the work of the International Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources creates phytosanitary risk or plant quarantine issues. The previous list of possible topics included:
· Implementation and the practice of using PRA Standards
· Databases of diagnostic laboratories in terms of where experts are located and their expertise
· Implementation of Systems Approaches
· PIPE – Pest Information Platform for Extension and Education
· Aquatic plants
18.
The TC thought that it would be very useful for more than one topic to be covered in an extended session.

VII. Procedure for organizing TC-RPPOs
19.
The TC noted that in the future, invitations to the TC for RPPOS will be sent by the Secretary to the IPPC and no longer by the Director-General. This is simply because the meeting is not considered an inter-governmental meeting but a technical consultation. However, the legal office noted that the TC will still be held within the framework of FAO and under the authority of the Director-General.

VIII. Current and Emerging Major Pest Issues
20.
The TC noted two emerging plant health topics that will be discussed in depth at the 21st TC:
· increasing need for pest surveillance, particularly in light of climate change; and
· the potential invasiveness of certain “biofuel” crops.

IX. TC-RPPOs work programme for 2008/2009
21.
For a detailed description refer to Appendix 1 – work programme of the technical consultation among RPPOs for 2008/2009.
22.
The TC noted the resource constraints which impede the IPPC Secretariat’s ability to fully support the organization, preparation and running of the 20th TC for RPPOs, and it expressed the hope that this situation would improve in 2009. The Secretariat greatly appreciated the extra work undertaken by some TC participants to ensure the meeting’s success and the completion of the report. 

X. Next TC-RPPOs
23.
The next TC-RPPOs will be held in Uganda in 2009.
24.
The CPM is invited to: 

1.
Note the report. 

Appendix 1

WORK PROGRAMME of the TECHNICAL CONSULTATION
AMONG RPPOS FOR 2008/2009

	
	Activity / Topic
	Responsible body

	1
	In 7.2 of the Business Plan, the TC suggested that “compliance” should be replaced by “implementation”, as agreed at CPM3.
	Secretariat

	2
	Subjects for possible discussion at CPM4 to be presented to the SPTA
	Secretariat

	3
	Include RPPOs databases as an active avenue for reporting under the IPPC
	Secretariat

	4
	Should NEPPO and CAFPSA enter into force during 2008/09, then they should be made aware of the requirements for recognition as RPPOs.
	Secretariat

	5
	Increased involvement by RPPOs in regional workshops on draft ISPMs available for country consultation
	all RPPOs

	6
	Possible increased involvement by RPPOs in the training of IPP editors
	all RPPOs

	7
	Emergency response and contingency planning – exchange  
	EPPO/COSAVE

	8
	Prepare a paper for the 21st TC on: Purpose and use of regional pest lists
	all RPPOs

	9
	Prepare a paper for the 21st TC on: Economic impact of plant protection programmes
	NAPPO/PPPO

	10
	Prepare a paper for the 21st TC on: Movement of germplasm
	PPPO

	11
	Prepare a paper for the 21st TC on: Electronic certification
	NAPPO/EPPO

	12
	IRSS – input from RPPOs required on priorities in different regions. Secretariat to provide guidance to RPPOs
	IPPC Secretariat

	13
	Quarterly reminders to all RPPOs about the tasks to be undertaken in the work programme
	IAPSC (or EPPO)

	14
	IAPSC to confirm the date and venue of the 21st TC by 30 September 2009

If hosting by IAPSC not possible, then EPPO to host 21st TC in Portugal.
	IAPSC

EPPO

	15
	TC did not want the FAO Weed Risk Assessment work to be used as the basis for the forthcoming development of an ISPM on plants as invasive species as it was not appropriate
	Secretariat

	16
	Establish a rota for TCs for the next 5 years
	21st TC

	17
	IPPC and ITPGR Secretariats to collaborate to promote awareness of international and national phytosanitary requirements 
	Secretariat


� The full report of the 20th TC-RPPOs  is available on the IPP: � HYPERLINK "https://www.ippc.int/id/13396?language=en" ��https://www.ippc.int/id/13396?language=en�
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