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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Third Session

Rome, 7 – 11 April 2008 

Report on the International Promotion of the IPPC and Cooperation with Relevant Regional and International Organisations

Agenda Item 14.1 of the Provisional Agenda

I. Background
1.
Goal 6 (International promotion of the IPPC and cooperation with relevant regional and international organizations) of the CPM Business Plan requires the CPM to, among other things, maintain an ongoing liaison with specific international and regional organizations to identify and implement areas of common interest. It also requires that there be liaison and collaboration between the Secretariat and the executive staff of the Regional Plant Protection Organizations.
2.
The following is a brief summary of the IPPC Secretariat activities under this goal that were undertaken in 2007.
II. CAB International
3.
The IPPC Secretariat continued to participate in discussions between CAB International (Africa), Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate and the University of Nairobi towards the establishment of a Regional Centre of Phytosanitary Excellence in Kenya.

III. Codex Alimentarius
4.
Informal liaison continued between the Secretariats of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the IPPC on areas of mutual interest.
IV. Convention on Biological Diversity
5.
Cooperation between the IPPC and CBD Secretariats is governed by a Memorandum of Cooperation agreed to by the two Secretariats and is mandated by relevant decisions of the governing bodies, in particular decisions VI/23, VII/13 and VIII/27 of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD, and decisions of the Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures taken at its sixth and seventh meetings on the issue of cooperation with CBD.
6.
In 2007, there was no formal meeting between the two Secretariats to review the current joint work plan, which contains the following elements: 

· Promoting collaboration at the national level among NPPOs and agencies responsible for biodiversity-related issues

· Addressing gaps in the international regulatory framework for invasive alien species

· Development of standards of mutual interest under the IPPC and development of guidance and standards under the CBD and the Biosafety Protocol

· Terminology

· Capacity-building and technical assistance

· Mechanisms for sharing information through the International Phytosanitary Portal, the clearing house mechanism of the CBD, and the Biosafety Clearing-House

· Other specific matters arising from decisions of the CPM or COP.

· Both the CBD and IPPC will continue to work together to avoid duplication, use each others expertise as appropriate and encourage cooperation at both the international, regional and national levels.

7.
A representative from the IPPC Secretariat attended the Canada-Norway expert workshop on risk assessment for emerging applications of living modified organisms held in early June 2007 in Montreal, Canada. The risk assessment process used by parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety was discussed. The group worked through the challenges of risk assessment in four categories, namely transgenic fish, trees, viruses and plants, as these are all increasingly important areas of development. Common ground needs to be further developed in the use of the principles of risk assessment as in practiced by both the Cartagena Protocol and the IPPC. A full report of this meeting is available from the CBD Secretariat.
8.
As a result of the discussion from the above workshop, the IPPC Secretariat was invited to the Central and Eastern European regional workshop on capacity-building and exchange of experiences on risk assessment and risk management of living modified organisms held in the Republic of Moldova in late November 2007. The topic proposed was: an overview of the ISPMs and their relevance to risk assessment of LMOs under the Biosafety Protocol. Due to lack of resources, the IPPC Secretariat was unable to partcipate at this workshop.
9.
The CBD Secretariat invited contracting parties and the IPPC Secretariat to submit any information on their efforts to address invasive alien species to the CBD Secretariat, no later than 19 November 2007. The IPPC Secretariat is unaware of any submissions that were made by contracting parties.
10.
The Technical Panel for the Glossary, at the request of the Standards Committee, has converted the draft explanatory document on terminology of the CBD in relation to the glossary of phytosanitary terms into a supplement to ISPM No. 5 (Glossary of phytosanitary terms). This draft will be presented to the Standards Committee in May 2008.
V. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
11.
The meeting of the Technical panel on pest free areas and systems approaches for fruit flies (TPFF) was hosted by the Joint FAO/IAEA Division in Vienna in December 2007. The Joint Division funded the travel costs of participants upon request including the travel costs of the IPPC Secretariat staff. 
12.
The TPFF continues to have a member from the Joint FAO/IAEA Division. This member’s expertise in fruit fly management and his responsibilities in the Joint FAO/IAEA Division for developing harmonized approaches to fruit fly control have helped coordination between the IPPC and IAEA programmes. The FAO/IAEA publication entitled Trapping guidelines for area-wide fruit fly programmes (2003) was used as the starting point for the development of a draft ISPM on fruit fly trapping.
VI. International Centre for Insect Physiology and Ecology
13.
The IPPC Secretariat continued its collaboration with the International Centre for Insect Physiology and Ecology (ICIPE).
VII. International Forestry Quarantine Research Group
14.
The International Forestry Quarantine Research Group (IFQRG) met in Rome, Italy in September 2007, and was hosted by the IPPC Secretariat. The Secretariat and several members of the Technical panel on forest quarantine (TPFQ) attended this meeting. IFQRG discussed and responded to several questions posed by the TPFQ. As is alse reported under CPM agenda item 14.2, some of the main agenda points were bark risk (in relation to the results of IPPC bark survey and bark size and pest risk), plants for planting, Phytophthora spp. in forests and trade, the analysis of phytosanitary risks of forest products and ISPM No. 15 treatments. IFQRG reached consensus on several issues related to forest quarantine and put in place action plans to continue research. Results from these scientific discussions are contained in the meeting report which is posted on IFQRG’s website (www.forestry-quarantine.org).
VIII. International Seed Federation
15.
The International Seed Federation (ISF) has prepared a discussion paper outlining its  concerns in relation to the recent changes in the international seed trade and export certification, for the expert working group which will meet in early February 2008 to revise  ISPMs No. 7 and 12. 
IX. International Seed Testing Association
16.
Due to lack of IPPC Secretariat resources there was little liaison with the International Seed Testing Associaition (ISTA) during 2007. This was unfortunate as it had been hoped that the two organizations could have held an open symposium (organized by ISTA), with the objective to identify areas of overlap between ISPMs and ISTA standards, ascertain how synergies may be obtained and identify areas where the two organizations could work together. The IPPC Secretariat will endeavour to progress this in 2008.
X. Montreal Protocol and activities related to alternatives to methyl bromide
17.
The Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer met in Nairobi in June 2007. Further discussions were held in regards to cooperation between the Ozone Secretariat and the IPPC Secretariat on the implementation of decisions taken by CPM-2 (please refer to paragraph 172 of the report of CPM-2) and MOP-18 (Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer). As recorded in the report of the above meeting, it was agreed that:
a) Detailed information would be exchanged on the mandate, work and membership of the technical bodies under both international agreements to enable the participation of common experts who would participate in the work of both the IPPC and Montreal Protocol technical bodies;
b) A joint brochure would be published by the two Secretariats on issues of common interest on methyl bromide uses for quarantine and pre-shipment purposes, in time for the Nineteenth Meeting of the Parties;
c) Further work would be carried out on joint data collection and database establishment on methyl bromide uses for phytosanitary purposes and alternatives thereto, and the International Plant Protection Convention secretariat would request the national plant protection organizations to provide relevant data as a follow‑up to the decision of CPM-2;
d) Draft standards, one of which is on alternatives to methyl bromide, would be made public on 20 June 2007 for 100-day review through the International Plant Protection Convention website and the Ozone Secretariat would inform Parties to the Montreal Protocol to enable comments to be submitted through their national plant protection organizations;
e) The IPPC secretariat would keep the Ozone Secretariat informed regarding the updating of the document referred to in the decision of CPM-2, entitled “Recommendation on the future of MB for phytosanitary purposes”, which was expected to start in June this year [2007].
18.
In August 2007, the IPPC Secretariat assisted the Ozone Secretariat in the preparation of a brochure entitled “Methyl Bromide: Quarantine and Pre-shipment Uses”. This brochure explains the meaning of quarantine and pre-shipment use of methyl bromide, as it is permitted under the Montreal protocol, and explains the different usage of similar terms between the two international agreements. It was published and distributed by the Ozone Secretariat at the 19th Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol held 17-21 September 2007 in Montreal, Canada. In addition the IPPC Secretariat also printed copies for distribution at various events, and some copies are available at the documents desk.
19.
A Vice-Chair of the CPM, Ms Bast-Tjeerde, made a presentation at the annual international research conference on methyl bromide alternatives and emission reductions, held in San Diego, United States on 29 October-1 November 2007. She provided information on the IPPC itself, the significance of the use of methyl bromide as a phytosanitary measure, and efforts made under the IPPC to reduce or replace methyl bromide use. She outlined the elements of the draft ISPM on reducing or replacing methyl bromide use, which had just completed country consultation. She also introduced the above mentioned brochure. Main points raised in relation to the presentation related to accurate recording of methyl bromide use for quarantine purposes, and the need to increase the promotion of methyl bromide recapturing technology in cases where methyl bromide use is necessary.
XI. Regional Plant Protection Organizations
20.
The Secretariat worked closely with the North American Plant Protection Organization (NAPPO) in the organization of the Nineteenth Technical Consultation among Regional Plant Protection Organizations, which was held in Ottawa, Canada. The meeting discussed many issues and is reported on under agenda item 6. It was agreed that a review/update of the ongoing involvement and implementation of the CPM Business and Operational Plans would be a standing agenda item for all future Technical Consultations among RPPOs.
21.
The IPPC Secretariat gave a presentation entitled “Invasive Alien Species - an International Perspective” at a Symposium on Invasive Alien Species (IAS) organized by NAPPO in St. John’s, Canada in October 2007. The presentation outlined the use of the IPPC and ISPMs for the management of IAS and provided a perspective on global activities in regards to invasive alien species.
XII. Standards and Trade Development Facility
22.
The IPPC Secretariat is a member of the STDF working group, which met on three occasions in 2007. A memorandum of understanding has been signed between the STDF and FAO/IPPC for supervising the implementation of phytosanitary projects funded under the STDF.
XIII. WTO-SPS Committee
23.
The IPPC is an official observer organization at the regular meetings of the WTO Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures. The SPS Committee met three times in Geneva in 2007 (March, June and October) and the IPPC Secretariat provided information to the meeting on general IPPC matters as well as commenting on, and updating activities being undertaken on, specific items of interest to the SPS Committee, such as equivalence and pest free areas.
24.
Members of the Secretariat and a FAO Regional Plant Protection Officer took part in various workshops organised by the SPS Committee during the year.
XIV. World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)
25.
Informal liaison continued between between members of the Secretariats of the OIE and IPPC on areas of mutual interest. 
26.
The CPM is invited to:
1.
Note the report.
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