Non Compliance

2006
1. Interception of quarantine pests and diseases on imported orchid plants

From the past three years, a renewed interest has been noted in the development of the orchid industry, and the volume of import of orchid plants and flowers has increased significantly mainly from Thailand, Taiwan, Malaysia, and Indonesia. To facilitate introduction of new cultivars, our service has allowed for more flexible import conditions with a view to boost the orchid industry while at the same time satisfying the demand for the hotel sector. 

However, imported orchid consignments were intercepted by our services on several occasions because they did not meet the present phytosanitary requirements in terms of pests and diseases. There have been cases of non compliance with our import conditions, no certification of pesticide treatment, no certification against viruses, plants with visual symptoms of viral infection and importation of older plants. 

Around 80 symptomatic and asymptomatic leaf samples from 9 consignments were tested for Cymbidium Mosaic Virus (CyMV) and Odontoglossum Ringspot Virus (ORSV) by ELISA and several samples were found positive for both viruses. CyMV and ORSV both constitute a threat to the emerging orchid and vanilla industries.

The following diseases and pests of economic importance intercepted from imported orchid plants from different countries have been summarised in the table 12 below.

Table 1: Interception of quarantine pests and diseases on imported orchid plant

	Origin
	Genus
	Disease(s) 
	Pest(s)

	Thailand


	Phalaenopsis
	CyMV
	

	
	Vanda
	CyMV
	

	
	Dendrobium
	CyMV 
	

	
	Cattleya
	CyMV and ORSV
	

	
	Oncidium
	CyMV and ORSV
	

	Malaysia
	Dendrobium spp.


	Co Infection CyMV and ORSV
	

	Taiwan
	Oncidium sp.
	CyMV 
	Live spiders (Arachnida)

	
	Phalaenopsis spp.
	CyMV
	Live thrips (Thysanoptera)

	
	Cattleya
	CyMV
	Live snails (Gastropoda)


A meeting was held with importers under the chairmanship of the CAO to raise awareness of the phytosanitary risk associated. In light of our recent interceptions, our service has taken the necessary phytosanitary actions to review our import conditions so as to minimise the risk of introduction of exotic pests and diseases. Conditions has been categorised for 3 types of orchids importation namely mericlones, for hotel display and for cut flowers

2007

2. Interception of quarantine pests and diseases on imported orchid plants

From the past three years, a renewed interest has been noted in the development of the orchid industry, and the volume of import of orchid plants and flowers has increased significantly mainly from Thailand, Taiwan, Malaysia, and Indonesia. To facilitate introduction of new cultivars, our service has allowed for more flexible import conditions with a view to boost the orchid industry while at the same time satisfying the demand for the hotel sector. 

During 2007 one orchid consignment imported from Thailand was intercepted by our services due to failure to comply with our import requirements in terms of pests and diseases. The consignment consisted of 1409 phalaenopsis, 1003 dendrobium and 173 oncidium. The consignment was sorted out and symptomatic plants were removed and destroyed while the apparently healthy plants were released. Post entry quarantine was carried out for a period of 6 month during which 607 phalaenopsis, 58 dendrobium and 13 oncidium were rogued due to diseases symptoms.

Around 20 symptomatic and asymptomatic leaf samples were tested for viruses of quarantine importance. Cymbidium Mosaic Virus (CyMV) and Odontoglossum Ringspot Virus (ORSV) were found positive for both viruses. Some plants showing bacterial infection symptoms were sent to CABI International for identification and Erwinia chrysanthemi was detected based on fatty acid analysis. Erwinia chrysanthemi has been reported to responsible for vascular wilt, stunting, necrosis and soft rot in a range of plants. CyMV, ORSV and Erwinia chrysanthemi constitute a threat to the emerging orchid and vanilla industries.

3.  Interception of Cucumber seed consignment from India with tamered phytosanitary Certificate

A consignment of 250kg Cucumber seed was imported by a local company from Mumbai, India. The consignment was accompanied by a Phytosanitary Certificate issued by the Regional Plant Quarantine Station of Sewri (E), Mumbai. However it was noted that at Section 18 of the Phytosanitary Certificate whereby Additional Declaration are specified, and where the Authorised Officer of the National Plant Protection Service of Bombay has apparently inserted the following “Requirement not presented” has been tampered.  The “not” has been concealed with correcting fluid, so that the statement read “Requirement ___ Presented”.  The following declaration appears to have been otherwise inserted “Seeds were inspected and found free……………….Cucumber green mottle virus”.  The Font type as well as the colour of the ink used is not similar to the ones used in the other Sections of the Phytosanitary Certificate.

The National Plant Protection Service of India was contacted and requested to verify the authenticity of that Phytosanitary Certificate.  The NPPO of India after investigation forwarded to our Service the original Phytosanitary certificate issued to the Exporter. From the original it became apparent that the Phytosanitary Certificate submitted to our Service at the time of clearance of the consignment has been falsified. The NPPO of India was requested to initiate appropriate disciplinary action against the company and at the level of the NPPO in Mauritius, decision was taken not to issue any Import Permit for importation of seeds from that exporter company.

4.  Interception of vegetable seed consignment from South Africa and India with deficient phytosanitary Certificate

A consignment of seed imported from South Africa was intercepted because of deficiency in phytosanitary certification.  The company was requested to contact its supplier for additional certification of seeds of bean, beetroot, carrot, parsley, broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, cucumber, egg plant, leek, lettuce, okra, pea, capsicum, radish, squash, tomato, celery and sunflower 

A second consignment of seed imported from India was intercepted with deficient phytosanitary certification for carrot, watermelon, bittergourd, tomato. The importer company was requested to contact its supplier for proper certification.

2008

5.  Interception of live insect on palm biomass imported from Malaysia

A consignment of Palm Biomass imported from Malaysia was inspected at the Mauritius Container Terminal and found to contain live insects and larvae inspite that the consignment was accompanied by a Phytosanitary Certificate stating that the consignment was fumigated. A sample of the palm biomass was to the NPPO and sent to the Entomology Division for Identification of the insect and larvae. The NPPO found that high risk was associated with the consignment, containing live insects and larvae, which could endanger our agricultural economy. Subsequently the consignment was reshipped back to the country of origin.

6.  Interception of Broad bean seeds imported from Asian Vegetable Research and Development Center (AVRDC), Taiwan 

A consignment of 31 varieties of broad bean imported by the Agricultural Research and Extension Unit (AREU) was intercepted due to non compliance with our import conditions. The seeds were planted in the quarantine greenhouse and monitored for any quarantine disease. These underwent growing on tests and no diseases of quarantine importance have been observed. The seeds were released to AREU

7.  Interception of in vitro orchid plantlets from Australia.

The consignment was non compliant with our import regulations with no Plant Import permit and no phytosanitary certification. The plants were in decomposition state and were destroyed by incineration.

8.  Interception of in vitro cassava plantlets from International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), Ibadan, Nigeria IBADAN

The consignment was non compliant with our import regulations with phytosanitary certification against viruses. The different varieties were transplanted in FARC greenhouse and monitored for any quarantine disease. After hardening the plants will be transplanted in the field for multiplication at AREU Central Experimental Station (CES). The plants will be monitored for a period of time in AREU CES 

2009

9.  Interception of Bird feeds from Holland 

A consignment of bird feeds imported from Holland was intercepted due to the presence of prohibited graminaceous seeds among the pellets, The whole consignment was detained at the NPPO and reshipped back to Holland

10.  Interception of Aneth Herbs from France.

In a consignment of fresh vegetables, fresh aneth leaves were intercepted at PATS. Samples were sent to the Entomology Division and aphids, Mysus persicae (family: Aphididae) were detected. The consignment was subsequently destroyed by incineration.

11.  Cut flowers from Kenya

A consignment of fresh cut flowers imported from Kenya was intercepted due to symptoms and presence of aphids. The Entomology Division eventually confirmed the presence of aphids and the consignment was destroyed.

12.  Araceae Bulbs from Madagascar.

A consignment of 29700 units of aquatic bulbs from the araceae family was intercepted at the SSR International Airport. The bulbs were meant for aquatic plants in aquariums. Some bulbs were in a decomposition state while others were showing signs of rotting, coated with fungus and emitting unpleasant odour. Examination of the extract of thee bulbs revealed presence of live nematodes. The consignments was subsequently reshipped back to Madagascar

2.6.9 Interception of imported seeds

Seed samples imported by AREU from Vietnam were recalled by our Services as a result of the following non-compliance: 

· Sweet Pepper (Capsicum annum) and 2 pack of 5 g (Not certified by Phytosanitary Certificate1500/09 of 26 May 2009 issued by the Plant Protection Organization of Vietnam) 

· Corn (Maize) (Zea mayz L.), pack of 500 g (No Plant Import Permit was issued for maize seed)

· Cucumber, bittergourd and eggplant from Bangalore India  (not certified on by phytosanitary certificate)

