Interception of quarantine pests and diseases on imported orchid plants

From the past three years, a renewed interest has been noted in the development of the orchid industry, and the volume of import of orchid plants and flowers has increased significantly mainly from Thailand, Taiwan, Malaysia, and Indonesia. To facilitate introduction of new cultivars, our service has allowed for more flexible import conditions with a view to boost the orchid industry while at the same time satisfying the demand for the hotel sector. 

However, imported orchid consignments were intercepted by our services on several occasions because they did not meet the present phytosanitary requirements in terms of pests and diseases. There have been cases of non compliance with our import conditions, no certification of pesticide treatment, no certification against viruses, plants with visual symptoms of viral infection and importation of older plants. 

Around 80 symptomatic and asymptomatic leaf samples from 9 consignments were tested for Cymbidium Mosaic Virus (CyMV) and Odontoglossum Ringspot Virus (ORSV) by ELISA and several samples were found positive for both viruses. CyMV and ORSV both constitute a threat to the emerging orchid and vanilla industries.

The following diseases and pests of economic importance intercepted from imported orchid plants from different countries have been summarised in the table 12 below.

Table 1: Interception of quarantine pests and diseases on imported orchid plant

	Origin
	Genus
	Disease(s) 
	Pest(s)

	Thailand


	Phalaenopsis
	CyMV
	

	
	Vanda
	CyMV
	

	
	Dendrobium
	CyMV 
	

	
	Cattleya
	CyMV and ORSV
	

	
	Oncidium
	CyMV and ORSV
	

	Malaysia
	Dendrobium spp.


	Co Infection CyMV and ORSV
	

	Taiwan
	Oncidium sp.
	CyMV 
	Live spiders (Arachnida)

	
	Phalaenopsis spp.
	CyMV
	Live thrips (Thysanoptera)

	
	Cattleya
	CyMV
	Live snails (Gastropoda)


A meeting was held with importers under the chairmanship of the CAO to raise awareness of the phytosanitary risk associated. In light of our recent interceptions, our service has taken the necessary phytosanitary actions to review our import conditions so as to minimise the risk of introduction of exotic pests and diseases. Conditions has been categorised for 3 types of orchids importation namely mericlones, for hotel display and for cut flowers

