GOVERNMENT NOTICE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND RURUAL DEVELOPMENT:

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURUAL DEVELOPMENT

No.

PLANT QUARANTINE REGULATIONS IN TERMS OF

THE PLANT QUARANTINE ACT, 1997 (ACT _____ OF 1997)

The Minister of Agriculture, Water and Rurual Development has by virtue of the powers vested in him by section ____ of the Plant Quarantine Act, 1997 (Act _____ of 1997), promulgates the regulations set out in the Schedule, and where the regulations relate to fees, they have the concurrence of the Minister of Finance, and shall become effective on _________.

SCHEDULE
DEFINITIONS

In these regulations, unless the context otherwise indicates, any word or expression defined in the Act shall have that meaning and  --

Permanent Secretary  means the Permanent Secretary: Agriculture and Rural Development;

Director means the Director of Plant Quarantine;

Section means a section of the Act; 

Division means the Plant Quarantine Division;

The Act means the Plant Quarantine Act, 1997 (Act ____ of 1997);

Fruits and Vegetables  include all edible portions of food plants in the raw or unprocessed state;

Plants/Planting Material means living plants and parts thereof including seeds;

Plant Products means any unmanufactured material of plant origin (including seeds in so far as they are not included in the term "plants") and those manufactured products which, by their nature or that of their processing, may create a risk for the spread of pests;

Pest means any species, stain or biotype of plant, animal, or pathogenic agent, injurious to plants or plant products;

Quarantine Pest means a pest of potential economic importance to the area endangered thereby and not yet present there, or present but not widely distributed and being officially controlled;

Soil is defined as the loose surface material of the earth in which plants grow, in most cases consisting of disintegrated rock with an admixture of organic material and soluble salts;

Officer means any designated employee of the Plant Quarantine Division authorised by the Minister of Agriculture to enforce the provisions of the Plant Quarantine Act and regulations issued pursuant thereto.

GENERAL

1.  All fruits and vegetables, planting materials (including seed), or any other article, the entry of which presents  a pest risk to the agriculture of Namibia, is subject to examination at the time of arrival in Namibia by an Officer of the Plant Quarantine Division, and if necessary to treatment for the prevention of pest entry, or to destruction or return to the country of origin, as the case warrants.

2.  Importation’s by or for the Ministry of Agriculture are exempt from the prohibitions and restrictions contained in the following regulations. Such importation’s are, however, subject to such measures as prescribed by the Plant Quarantine Division to prevent the entry and dissemination of pests.

3.  The ports of arrival listed in Table I are designated ports of entry for plant quarantine purposes and service is available at these ports during normal working hours.

SECTION I

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF PLANTING MATERIAL
1.  The entry of plants (cuttings, scions, stocks, tubers, etc.) for planting purposes is limited to the smallest possible propagative unit consistent with good horticultural practices.

2.  Importation’s of plants (rooted cuttings or any other plant division) is limited to soil‑free plants and plant parts. An approved packing material may be used around the roots of plants after the soil has been removed.

3.  Plants (rooted cuttings, seeds, etc.) are not admissible if established in a growing medium. The entry of such material makes an adequate inspection of the plant roots impossible.

4.  While these regulations are meant to be specific concerning the entry of planting material, the entry of any plant part of the genera, listed in Annex I, whether for propagation or not, is regulated by the following section because of the risk of introducing dangerous pest.

SECTION II

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
These regulations are designed to prevent the introduction and establishment of dangerous fruit flies as well as other economically important pests not known to occur or of limited distribution in Namibia.

1.  An import permit must be obtained in advance for each importation of admissible fruits and vegetables

2.  Importation of soft, fleshy fruits and vegetables is prohibited from all countries where dangerous fruit flies are known to occur. 

3.  Fruits and vegetables arriving in passenger baggage or personal effects without the necessary permit will be confiscated and destroyed.

4.  Frozen fruits and vegetables are admissible under permit. 

5.  Dried, processed, preserved or candied fruits and vegetables that have been prepared in such a manner as to make them innocuous as pest carriers and are not otherwise prohibited by regulations contained in other sections are enterable subject to verification of their condition and freedom from pests.

SECTION III

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF OTHER PLANT PRODUCTS
Banana leaves


no restriction if free from pests

(for cooking purposes)

Citrus peel
 

prohibited entry from Argentina, Brazil,

                                                         
Paraguay and Uruguay.  Enterable from other 

                                                         sources if thoroughly dried or steeped and free

                       


from pests

Cocoa (beans & pods)

entry limited to processed beans, pods not admissible

Coffee



entry of unroasted beans limited to samples of one pound or less, under

permit and subject to treatment.  Otherwise, entry limited to roasted beans.

Coir, copra


no restrictions except freedom from pests

Corn & plant relatives

plant parts enterable under permit subject to treatment

Cotton
 


lint, linters, seed, unprocessed fibre, cottonseed cake, 





hulls, meal and other unmanufactured parts of the 





              cotton plant admissible under permit subject to 






provisions designed to prevent the introduction of the

                   


Boll Weevil ( Anthonomus grandis )

Lumber


             subject to inspection to verify freedom from pests,

                                                        may also require treatment

Rice


             rice straw and hul nterable under permit subject to treatment. 

                                                        Manufactured articles of rice straw         enterable  without restriction

                                                        if processed or treated to prevent the introduction of stalk borers.

                                                        No restriction on the entry of polished rice

Sugarcane

             all parts of the sugarcane plant prohibited entry

Used Bagging

             used bagging of the type used to contain grain, cotton, field seeds,

                                                        coffee or underground plant pests is prohibited entry.

____________________

*     Entry status will be determined by PQ Division at time of permit issuance based on pests present in the       

      exporting country.

**   Amelioration of regulations if satisfactory treatment can be made.

*** Verification at time of arrival for frozen condition.

SECTION IV

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF PESTS

The entry of pests as defined is limited under permit issued to and destined for recognised scientific and research institutions. Such importation’s will be subject to safeguards as specified on the permit. Pests not known to occur in Namibia are listed in Annex II

SECTION V

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF SOIL

The entry of soil is limited to entries under permit issued to and destined for recognised scientific and research laboratories.

Such importation’s will be subject to specific safeguards as specified on the permit.

In general the entry of soil will be authorised under the following conditions, in addition to those stated above.

Entry is limited to small quantities

The soil must be shipped in sturdy, tightly sealed containers

The soil may be used only in the  permittee’s  laboratory

It must be incinerated or otherwise sterilised at the conclusion of the tests.

The entry of any plant or plant products, machinery, equipment or conveyances of any kind carrying or contaminated with soil is strictly prohibited. To become enterable such articles must be freed from the contaminating soil in a manner approved by the plant quarantine officer.

SECTION VI

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF HONEYBEES

The entry of all living stages of honeybees (Apis spp.) is limited to entries under permit.

Entry of used bee keeping equipment (hives, frames, etc.) is prohibited.

SECTION VII

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF NON‑PLANT ARTICLES

.

Non‑plant articles infested or infected with soil or pests are subject to such cleaning, treatment or disinfection as may be necessary to eliminate any pest risk associated with their entry into Namibia.

.

SECTION VIII

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF MATERIAL FOR

EXPERIMENTAL PURPOSES

Material imported under permit for experimental purposes is subject to conditions of entry as stated on the permit. The conditions imposed will be those that offer maximum security against pest dissemination.

SECTION IX

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF REGULATED MATERIALS  

IN THE MAIL

Regulated articles moving in the mails are subject to the applicable regulations and schedules contained herein.  The regulations shall be enforced under co-operative agreement of the Postal, Customs and Plant Quarantine Services.

SECTION X

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ENTRY OF PACKING MATERIALS
Any plant or plant part prohibited entry by other sections of these regulations is not authorised entry as packing material.

The following are specifically prohibited entry as packing material.

Citrus plants and plant parts

Coffee plants and plant parts

Cotton plants and plant parts and cotton products

Forest litter

Grass plants and plant parts

Leaves and stems of plants in general

Rice straw and hulls

Sugarcane plants or plant parts

Soil

Packing material specifically authorised includes:

Sterilised peat or sphagnum moss

Excelsior or wood's wool

Osmunda fibre

Exfoliated vermiculite

Ground cork

Shavings

Coconut fibre 





SECTION XI

SAFEGUARD REGULATIONS

1.  Articles subject to safeguard regulations are likewise subject to permit requirements as directed by the Plant  Quarantine Division.

2.  Procedures employed will be those that impose a minimum of inconvenience to the shipper and carrier and still be considered consistent with proper precautions against pest introduction or dissemination. Articles subject to this section but which are not in compliance with the requirements may be seized, destroyed or otherwise       disposed of.

3.  Inspection of articles covered by the safeguard regulations will be performed as soon after arrival as practical and the conditions necessary to prevent pest dissemination will be specified at that time if prior arrangements had not already been made. The material will not be released from Custom's custody until such requirements have been met and so indicated by the Plant Quarantine Officer.

4.  Any treatments deemed necessary under this section are made at the owner's or other responsible person's risk.

5.  Plant material that has been refused entry is subject to safeguard regulations until reexported or destroyed.

6.  Garbage entering the territorial waters or temporarily in the ports of Namibia is subject to such safeguards as specified by the Plant Quarantine Division in cooperation with other governmental agencies such as Public Health, Animal Quarantine, etc. The landing of garbage is strictly prohibited except in unusual circumstances and in these instances, prior approval must be obtained from the appropriate agency.  Garbage retained on board in transit vessels and aircraft must be closed in tightly sealed, pest proof containers to prevent escape.

SECTION XII

EXPORT REGULATIONS

The Plant Quarantine Division will issue phytosanitary certificates based upon inspections performed at the written request of exporters to aid them in meeting the entry requirements of the importing country.

The issuance of a phytosanitary certificate in no way releases the exporter from compliance with any export regulation of the government of Namibia.

The phytosanitary certificates used are on the model of those suggested by the International Plant Protection Convention.

SECTION XIII

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
1.   Application for import permit, approval for export and issue of  phytosanitary  certificate

(1) An application for -

(a)  the issuing of a permit for the import of regulated goods into Namibia shall be as set forth in Form 1 and shall be accompanied by the fee specified in paragraph 1 of Table 2,and 

(b)  the export of domestic plants and plant products from Namibia shall be as set forth in Form 2 and contain the information required therein.

(2) An application form referred to in 1(1) shall ‑

(a) be completed in triplicate by the person requiring the import permit or approval for the                          export concerned; and

(b) in the case of an import permit, after having been thus completed, be submitted to the              Plant Quarantine Division at least 30 days prior to the date of arrival of the regulated               goods concerned at a port of entry.

(3) The fee specified in paragraph 2 of Table 2 shall be payable for the issue of a phytosanitary                  certificate.

2. Ports of entry

(1) The importation of regulated goods into Namibia on the authority of a permit shall take place only        through a port of entry specified in Table 1, unless the Plant Quarantine Division has determined          some other place.

(2)
(a) An application for the determination of another port of entry shall be lodged in writing                           together with a properly executed Form 1.

(b) The reasons why the regulated goods con​cerned cannot be imported through a port of                            entry specified in Table 1 shall be furnished in such application.

3.  Presentation of regulated goods for inspection

Regulated goods imported into Namibia on the authority of a permit shall be presented to a Plant Quarantine Officer for inspection upon arrival in such a manner that ‑

(a) access to the regulated goods concerned or the containers thereof can readily be obtained;                      and

(b) all marks, printing or writing on the containers of the regulated goods concerned or on the       labels attached thereto can readily be read.

4.  Inspections outside official office hours

(1) If a person requires that an inspection of regulated goods be carried out at a time other than during        the official office hours of the executive officer, an application for a consent in this connection              shall be made on a form which is obtainable from the Plant Quarantine Division for this purpose.

(2) The fee specified in paragraph 3 of Table 2 shall be payable in respect of an inspection of regulated       goods which is carried out outside the official office hours of the Division.

5.  Serving of orders or notices

(1) An order or written notice referred to in section 13 (1)(d) of the Plant Quarantine Act shall be               served on a user of land or a person referred to in that section by ‑

(a) forwarding such order or notice by registered post to the user of land or such person;

(b) delivering such order or notice to the user of land or such person or to his or her                                     authorised representative;

(c) delivering such order or notice at the residence or place of business of the user of land or         such person, to some person who is apparently not younger than 16 years of age and                apparently resides or is employed there; or

(d) delivering such order or notice, in the case of a user of land or such person who is a                               juristic person, at the registered office of such juristic person.

(2) A copy shall be kept of every order or notice served in terms of 5 (1).

(3) When an order or notice is served in terms of 5 (1)(a) the executive officer shall ‑

(a) place the order or notice in an envelope which is addressed to the user of land concerned at      his or her last known postal address and post it by prepaid registered letter; and

(b) at the time of registration thereof make application to be provided with an                                 acknowledgement by the addressee of the receipt thereof as provided in regulation 44(5)         of the Postregulations published under Government Notice R.550 of 14 April 1960:                 Provided that ‑

(i)  a receipt form which is completed as provided in regulation 44(8) of the said       regulations shall be sufficient acknowledgement of receipt for the purposes hereof;  and

(ii)   if no such acknowledgement of receipt is received, this fact shall be recorded by the executive officer on a copy of the order.

(4)  When an order is served in terms of 5(1)(c) or (d), the person by whom it has been delivered shall immediately after delivery thereof make an entry on a copy of that order to -

(a) indicate the manner in which; 

(b) the person to whom; 

(c) the place at which; and 

(d)  the date on and approximate time at which, the order concerned has been so delivered

(5) The entries referred to in 5(3) shall immediately after having been made be signed by the person by      whom the order has been delivered.

6.  Evidence of service of orders

(1)  If an order is served in terms of 5(1)(a), the Director shall obtain and preserve the following documents as evidence of the service thereof -

(a) the certificate of posting of the registered letter concerne​d, which was issued by the post office at which such letter was registered; or

(b) the acknowledgement of receipt or the receipt form referred to in 5(3)(b), for the registered letter concerned.

(2)  If an order is served in terms of 5(1)(b), (c) or (d), the Director shall obtain the copy of the order concerned on which the entries and signature respec​tively referred to in 5(4) and (5) appear from the person by whom that direction was served and preserved it as evidence of service.

7.  Submission of appeal

(1) Any person who wishes to appeal in terms of Section 20 (1) of the Plant Quarantine Act, a refusal or conduct by an officer shall note his or her appeal with the Permanent Secretary within 60 days of the date of the refusal or conduct concerned. 

(2) An appeal referred to in 7(1) shall be in the form of a written statement which has been confirmed on oath and shall specify ‑

(a) the refusal or conduct against which is appealed; and

(b) the grounds on which the appeal is based.

(3) The fee specified in paragraph 4 of Table 2 shall accompany every appeal.


(4) If an appeal is noted by a person who is not the user of land in respect of the land or the owner of                        the article to which the refusal or action concerned relates, the appeal shall be accompanied by a                         statement in which that person discloses his or her interest in such refusal or conduct.

8.  Inquiries into appeals

(1)
(a) The Permanent Secretary shall refer an appeal which has been noted in terms of 7(1) for                   inquiry and a report to a staff member of the department other than the Plant Quarantine                        Officer or another staff member concerned against whose refusal or conduct that appeal is                     brought.

(b) The staff member referred to in 8(1) to which an appeal is referred, shall be of the same level as the Plant Quarantine Officer or another staff member against whose refusal or conduct the appeal is brought.

(2)
(a) An appellant may request or be requested to appear at an inquiry referred to in 8(1) before                              the staff member to whom the appeal has been referred as contemplated in 8(1) to be heard                                  and questioned, and the appellant may be assisted or represented by a legal representative.

(b) The procedure at an inquiry referred to in 8(2) shall be recorded.

(3)  Any request in terms of 8(2) by an appellant to appear before the staff member concerned to be heard and questioned shall be made in writing and shall accompany the appeal concerned.

(4)  An appellant shall be notified in writing of -

(a) the date on which;

(b) the time at which; and

(c) the place at which,

      he or she is to appear before the staff member concerned who is to report on an appeal, to                      be heard and questioned.

(5)  The Permanent Secretary shall immediately after he or she has received the report of the staff member who conducted the inquiry referred to in 8(1), submit each appeal and his or her recommendation thereanent, together with such report, as well as all other relevant documents, to the Minister for consideration.

9.  Address for noting of appeals

An appeal which is noted in terms of 7(1) shall ‑

(a)  when forwarded by post, be addressed to the Permanent Secretary, Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Private Bag 13184, Windhoek; and

(b) when delivered by hand, be delivered to the Permanent Secretary, Department of                                    Agriculture and Rural Development, Corner of Peter Muller Street and Robert Mugabe                          Avenue, Windhoek.

10.  Payment of fees

(1)  Postage on and delivery costs any application or other document which is submitted or furnished in terms of these procedures, as well as on or of anything else per​taining thereto shall be prepaid by the sender thereof.

(2)   Any fee payable in terms of these procedures shall, be paid by cheque, postal order or                           money order made out in favour of the Permanent Secretary: Agriculture and Rural                                Development, and be forwarded or delivered to the executive officer or, in the case of the fee                referred to the Permanent Secretary. 

(b) If any fee referred to in 10(2) is delivered by hand, it may be paid in cash.

(3)  Fees paid in terms of these procedures are not refundable.

11.  Address for submission of documents

(1) Any application, notice or document as well as anything else pertaining thereto, which in terms of                       the Act or these procedures is required to be submitted to the Director shall -

(a)  when forwarded by post, be addressed to the Director: Plant Quarantine Division, Private Bag 13184, Windhoek; and 

(b)  when delivered by hand, be delivered to the Direc​tor: Plant Quarantine Division, Corner of Peter Muller Street and Robert Mugabe Avenue, Windhoek.

12.  Particulars of identification mark or seal

An identification mark or seal shall contain the date on which the item concerned is seized and a serial               number allocated by the officer concerned.

13.  Repeal of regulations.


Government notice AG. 30 of 18 May 1989 is hereby repealed. 

FORM 1

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO IMPORT REGULATED GOODS

I,                                                                                                                              
( full name of applicant )

of                                                                                                                             ( address of applicant )

hereby apply for a permit in terms of the Plant Quarantine Act, to import into Namibia the regulated goods of which the particulars appear below, from

                                                                                                                    (name and address of foreign supplier )

                                                                
( Country of origin )

Name and quantity of regulated goods to be imported (specify common and botanical  name )

Port of entry                                                   
Expected date of entry                                          
Purpose of import (consumption, propagating, etc.)                                                                                                 

.................................


..............................


Signature of applicant
                                        Date.

                                                                FOR OFFICIAL USE:
Permit number                 Date issued                       
Signature of Plant Quarantine Officer

(Note:
This form shall be submitted in triplicate to the Director: Plant Quarantine Division, Private Bag 13184, Windhoek, at least 30 days prior to the date of arrival of the article concerned in Namibia).

*
In the case of a plant, plant product, pathogen, insect or exotic animal the common name as well as the 


scientific name thereof shall be specified.

FORM 2

APPLICATION TO EXPORT DOMESTIC PLANTS AND PLANT PRODUCTS

I,                                                              ..................................................................( full name of applicant )

of                                                                                                                                ( address of applicant )

hereby apply in terms of the Plant Quarantine Act to export to

                                                                                                                           (  name and address of consignee )

                                                                ..............................................................
( name of country of import )

the following domestic plants/plant products* 

                                                                                                                                     Name of variety Quantity

of plant/plant (number or mass) product

Distinguishing marks                                                                                           Means of conveyance                   
Address where inspection is to be undertaken                                                                                                          

Additional declaration required (if any) by the country of import (To be completed by applicant)

Signature of applicant




Date

                                                                FOR OFFICIAL USE:
Certificate number             Date issued                      
Signature of Plant Quarantine Officer

(Note:
This form shall be submitted in triplicate to the Director: Plant Quarantine Division, Private Bag 13184, Windhoek).

*
Delete whichever is not applicable.

TABLE 1

PORTS OF ENTRY

1.
The harbours of Walvis Bay and Luderitz.

2.
The borderposts at Noordoewer, Oranjemund, Ariamsvlei (Nakop), Ngoma, Katima Mulilo and                           Oshikango.

3.
The Windhoek International and the Eros airports.

4.
The main Post Office in Windhoek.

5.
Railway stations in Namibia. 

TABLE 2

FEES PAYABLE

No.                     Purpose                                                                        Amount

1.
Application for import permit
                 

N$50-00.

2.
Issue of phytosanitary certificate

                             N$    30-00.

3.
Per inspection, at a time other than 

during the official hours of the 

Plant Quarantine Officer, of regulated goods 

imported into Namibia, per hour or part

of an hour ( minimum 2 hours plus travelling time )

N$ 50-00.

4.
Per appeal, in terms of section 20(1) 

of the Act





N$300-00.

ANNEX I 

SPECIFIC PROHIBITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS

Althea

See cotton

Avocado
All plants and plant parts for propagation

sun blotch

purposes are prohibited from Palestine, Peru

virus

and California in the U.S.A.

Seeds are admissible under permit from all

seed weevils

countries except Brazil, Colombia, Hawaii,

Mexico, Sri Lanka and those in Central America.

Banana

All plants and plant parts (except seed)

various pests

capable of propagation are prohibited from

all countries. Seeds are admissible under

permit.

Citrus

All plants and plant parts (except seeds) of

various pests

the tribe Citrinae are prohibited from all

countries. Seeds are admissible under

Xanthomonas
permit subject to surface sterilisation.

citri
Cocoa

All plants and plant parts (except processed

virus diseases

beans, see Sect. III) are prohibited from all

Monilia roreri
countries.

Coconut &
All plants and pant parts for propagation

various pests

Oil Palm

are prohibited from all countries.

Coffee

All plants and plant parts (except coffee

rust, berry

beans, see Sect. III) are prohibited from

borer

all countries.

Cotton

All plants and plant parts (except seed) of

the genera Althaea, Gossypium, Hibiscus,

Malva and Malvaviscus for propagation purposes

are prohibited from all countries. Seed of

Althaea, Hibiscus, Malva and Malvaviscus are
viruses

enterable under permit subject to inspection

and treatment if necessary.

Other cotton products regulated by Sect. III.

Forest Trees
Entry under permit restricted to seed.

various pests

Grasses and

Grains (except
Entry under permit restricted to seed


viruses

Sugarcane)

Malva

See cotton

Malvaviscus
See Cotton

Mango   
All plants and plant parts ( except true seed )

for propagation are prohibited from all

countries. Seed admissible under permit

seed weevil

only from sources in Western Hemisphere

(excluding Brazil).

Potato

All plants and plant parts (except true seed)

for propagation are prohibited from areas

where the Golden Nematode ( Globodera rosto‑
chiensis ) is known to occur. Admissible under


permit from other sources if produced and

certified as being grown in an area free from

Potato Wart ( Synchitrium endobioticum ) and

Ring Rot ( Corynebacterium sepedonicum ). True

seed admissible under permit from all sources.

Rice

All plants and plant parts for propagation

are prohibited from all countries. Rice seed

viruses 


straw, etc. regulated by Sect. III.


nematodes

Sugarcane
All plants and plant parts for propagation

various

are prohibited from all countries. See also

pests

Sect. III.

Sweet

All plants and plant parts for propagation

various

Potato

are prohibited from all countries.


pests

Tobacco

Entry under permit limited to seed.

Yams

All plants and plant parts for propagation are

viruses

prohibited from all countries.

Aleurites 
Mycosphaerella aleuritidis in China and Brazil

Banbuseae
Ustilago shiraiana
Datura

Host of tobacco viruses

Eucalyptus
Pestaliota disseminate and viruses

Morus

Mosaic virus

Myristica}
Under permit

Pimenta }

Ornamentals
Entry of items such as roses; bulbs (dahlia,

gladiolus, amaryllis, canna); carnations; and

chrysanthemum under permit only






ANNEX II

PESTS NOT KNOWN TO OCCUR IN NAMIBIA
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