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	[2] 
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	[3] 
	This appendix was adopted by the [XX]th Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures in [month] [year]. 

	[4] 
	This appendix is for reference purposes only and is not a prescriptive part of the standard. 

	[5] 
	APPENDIX 1: Arrangements for verification of compliance of consignments by the importing country in the exporting country 

	[6] 
	The national plant protection organization (NPPO) of the importing country usually verifies compliance of consignments with phytosanitary import requirements on entry to the importing country. However, to facilitate trade logistics and release a consignment at destination, contracting parties may in some cases bilaterally negotiate an arrangement that allows some verification procedures to be performed by the NPPO of the importing country in the exporting country. 

	[7] 
	NPPOs of the importing country and the exporting country may establish and use a bilateral arrangement (hereinafter referred to as an “arrangement”) for verification procedures to be performed on consignments in the exporting country only on a voluntary and case-by-case basis and for a time period relevant to each situation. 

	[8] 
	The arrangement may only include procedures to verify compliance of consignments in line with ISPM 20 (Guidelines for a phytosanitary import regulatory system). Consignments should not be subjected to these verification procedures again at the point of entry. The NPPO of the importing country may, however, perform other verification procedures, such as document and identity checks, at the point of entry. 

	[9] 
	The terms of the arrangement for a particular regulated article should be developed once the pest risk analysis (PRA) is completed, the pest risk is assessed and pest risk management options are selected. The pest risk management options selected in the PRA may be described in the arrangement. 

	[10] 
	Irrespective of any arrangements between the NPPOs of the importing country and the exporting country, issuance of phytosanitary certificates remains the exclusive responsibility of the NPPO of the exporting country. The core principles stated in Articles I.2, IV.2(a), IV.2(b), IV.2(c), IV.2(d), IV.2(e), IV.2(g) and V.1 of the IPPC assign this responsibility to the NPPO of the exporting country. 

	[11] 
	The following guidance provides options to be considered by NPPOs in relation to arrangements for the verification of compliance of consignments by the NPPO of the importing country in the exporting country. 

	[12] 
	1. Initiation of an Arrangement 

	[13] 
	An arrangement may be initiated by the NPPO of the exporting country or it may be proposed by the NPPO of the importing country. In all cases, the arrangement should be agreed on by both NPPOs. An arrangement should not be established as a condition to allow trade. 

	[14] 
	2. Criteria for Establishing an Arrangement 

	[15] 
	The establishment of an arrangement may be an option to deal with situations such as the following typical ones: 

	[16] 
	to facilitate trade logistics 

	[17] 
	to avoid hindering trade of a commodity after numerous instances of detection of regulated pests 

	[18] 
	when measures associated with the refusal of a consignment at the point of entry (e.g. destruction, re-export, return to origin) are costly or difficult to apply 

	[19] 
	when inspection at the point of entry adversely affects commercial packaging (e.g. the commodity is individually wrapped and destructive sampling is required) or commodity quality (e.g. the commodity is perishable) 

	[20] 
	when infrastructure is present in the exporting country to re-condition non-compliant consignments (e.g. cleaning). 

	[21] 
	3. Requirements for an Arrangement 

	[22] 
	The following requirements are applicable to all arrangements: 

	[23] 
	An arrangement for allowing verification procedures for consignment to be performed in the exporting country should be developed through consultation between the NPPO of the importing country and the NPPO of the exporting country, respecting the general principles of the IPPC regarding the responsibilities of both NPPOs. 

	[24] 
	When an arrangement is in place, minimal or no procedures should be carried out upon entry of the consignment in the importing country to verify compliance with phytosanitary import requirements. 

	[25] 
	The financial aspects of the arrangement should be agreed on by the NPPOs of the importing country and the exporting country. 

	[26] 
	The arrangement should specify the technical details as well as the conditions for scaling down inspection levels and suspending or terminating the arrangement. 

	[27] 
	The arrangement may have a limited time frame, in which case this should be specified. 

	[28] 
	The arrangement should be subject to regular review. 

	[29] 
	4. Process for Establishing an Arrangement 

	[30] 
	The steps that may be followed to establish an arrangement are outlined below. 

	[31] 
	4.1 Proposal 

	[32] 
	The NPPO of the importing country may propose an arrangement to the NPPO of the exporting country. The proposal should be assessed by the NPPO of the exporting country to determine whether the proposed arrangement would meet the requirements of this appendix. The initiative to establish an arrangement may also come from the NPPO of the exporting country. Regardless of the origin, the proposal may be in response to a need identified by the initiating NPPO or by industry representatives. 

	[33] 
	4.2 Evaluation 

	[34] 
	The NPPO receiving the proposal for an arrangement should undertake a timely review of the proposal and prepare a response for the NPPO initiating the proposal. Evaluation of the proposal should encompass pest risk concerns, operational and economic feasibility, and regulatory aspects. Other factors that may be considered in the evaluation include: 

	[35] 
	timing and duration of the arrangement 

	[36] 
	proposed activity levels and, when appropriate, sampling schemes for specified commodities 

	[37] 
	criteria that could trigger review and evaluation of the arrangement 

	[38] 
	criteria that could trigger suspension or termination of the arrangement. 

	[39] 
	If the proposal is assessed as suitable to proceed with, the NPPOs of the importing country and the exporting country may proceed to develop the arrangement. 

	[40] 
	4.3 Development 

	[41] 
	The NPPO proposing an arrangement – though it works collaboratively with the other NPPO – has primary responsibility for the development of both new and revised arrangements. As with new arrangements, revision of existing arrangements requires the agreement of the NPPOs of the importing country and the exporting country before implementation. 

	[42] 
	4.4 Formalization 

	[43] 
	Elements of the arrangement that may need to be discussed between the NPPOs of the importing country and the exporting country before its development and implementation include: 

	[44] 
	inspection of the consignment 

	[45] 
	testing procedures 

	[46] 
	verification of treatment 

	[47] 
	verification of consignment integrity 

	[48] 
	the time and location for verification of compliance of the consignment 

	[49] 
	notification to the point of entry of the arrival of the consignment 

	[50] 
	assignment of qualified staff to implement provisions under the arrangement 

	[51] 
	timing of the activities for the verification of compliance; for example, before or after issuance of the phytosanitary certificate by the NPPO of the exporting country. 

	[52] 
	5. Development of an Arrangement 

	[53] 
	The technical requirements for an arrangement should be determined and developed on a case-by-case basis and should be described in the operational details of the arrangement. 

	[54] 
	The details of the arrangement may include specific information on: 

	[55] 
	legal and regulatory authorities 

	[56] 
	phytosanitary legislation or regulations 

	[57] 
	participating organizations 

	[58] 
	roles and responsibilities (including those of NPPOs, exporters and growers) 

	[59] 
	approved growers and exporters 

	[60] 
	duration of activities 

	[61] 
	regulated articles 

	[62] 
	regulated pests and the relevant phytosanitary measures for these pests required by the NPPO of the importing country 

	[63] 
	phytosanitary actions (such as testing, verification of treatment and verification of consignment integrity) 

	[64] 
	inspection and testing regimes of the NPPO of the importing country 

	[65] 
	infrastructure and equipment 

	[66] 
	documentation to be maintained and provided by the NPPO of the exporting country to the NPPO of the importing country 

	[67] 
	financial aspects 

	[68] 
	notification of quarantine pest detection or non-compliance 

	[69] 
	corrective actions following non-compliance 

	[70] 
	provisions to bilaterally consider the least costly and acceptable risk management measures to potentially salvage a rejected consignment 

	[71] 
	frequency and timing of reviews of the arrangement 

	[72] 
	criteria that could result in suspension or termination of the arrangement. 

	[73] 
	Any actions undertaken by the NPPO of the importing country in the exporting country under an arrangement are subject to and must comply with the legislation of the exporting country. 

	[74] 
	6. Implementation of an Arrangement 

	[75] 
	An arrangement may be applied to all exported consignments of a particular commodity, or to only a percentage thereof. It may be limited to a certain time period during the shipping season. 

	[76] 
	An arrangement should aim for the lowest possible intensity of activities to be carried out by theNPPO of the importing country.

	[77] 
	7. Review of an Arrangement 

	[78] 
	The effectiveness of an arrangement should be reviewed regularly to identify problems and allow their discussion and resolution in order to improve the arrangement or to determine if it could be terminated during a given time period. The frequency and timing of reviews should be described in the arrangement. Some elements of the arrangement may need to be reviewed more frequently than others. 

	[79] 
	8. Suspension or Termination of an Arrangement 

	[80] 
	An arrangement may be suspended or terminated for repeated instances of non-compliance resulting in high levels of interception of quarantine pests in the exporting country or in the importing country. 

	[81] 
	Specific conditions that can result in an arrangement’s suspension or termination should be agreed on and described in the arrangement. 

	[82] 
	Where an arrangement has been previously terminated, NPPOs of importing and exporting countries may engage in discussions to resolve issues and reinstate a revised arrangement or develop an alternative approach. A corrective action plan may be agreed to bilaterally. 

	[83] 
	9. Downscaling or Conclusion of an Arrangement 

	[84] 
	If the reasons for establishing an arrangement are no longer valid (e.g. because of changes in trade logistics between the two countries) or if the arrangement is no longer neededthe arrangement should be scaled down (and eventually concluded). 

	[85] 
	An arrangement should be concluded when it is no longer technically justified, necessary or appropriate; for example, when the NPPO of the exporting country has shown that it meets the phytosanitary import requirements of the NPPO of the importing country. 

	[86] 
	The downscaling or conclusion of an arrangement may be based on the successful completion of a number of consignments or shipping seasons. This applies especially if the arrangement was established to facilitate the movement of a new commodity or a commodity with which problems occurred in the past. 

	[87] 
	10. Replacement of an Arrangement 

	[88] 
	Once an arrangement has concluded, normal inspection procedures for imported consignments should be reinstated in the importing country. 
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