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Adoption

This standard was first adopted by the Third Session of the Interim Commission on Phytosanitary
Measures in April 2001 as Guidelines for phytosanitary certificates. The first revision of the standard
was adopted by the Sixth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures in March 2011 as the
present standard. The revised Appendix 1 was adopted by the Ninth Session of the Commission on
Phytosanitary Measures in April 2014,

INTRODUCTION

Scope

This standard provides the requirements and guidelines for the prep
phytosanitary certificates' (phytosanitary certificates for export and phytg
export).

Specific guidance on requirements and components of a phyt
established by national plant protection organizations (NPPOs
certification system).

References

IPPC. International Plant Protection Convention. Rom :

The present standard also refers to other Inteerom s for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs).
ISPMs are available on the IPP at ht . -activities/standards-setting/ispms.

Definitions

Definitions of phytosanitary terms u i SPidard can be found in ISPM 5 (Glossary of

phytosanitary terms).

Phytosanitary certifiSgongd@sed togttest that consignments meet phytosanitary import requirements
and is undertg . ytosanitary certificate for export or for re-export can be issued
only by a g ) nically qualified and duly authorized by an NPPO.

A phyt0S@a aafor export is usually issued by the NPPO of the country where the plants,
plant prodONga@T regulated articles were grown or processed. A phytosanitary certificate for re-export
is issued by tI"@LPPO of the country of re-export (a country where the commodity has not been grown
or processed) the consignment has not been subjected to the risk of infestation and complies
with the phytosanitary import requirements of the importing country, and the original phytosanitary
certificate or a certified copy is available.

NPPOs shall use the model phytosanitary certificates of the IPPC.

Where the required phytosanitary information exceeds the space available on the phytosanitary
certificates, an attachment may be added with this information.

! The IPPC refers to a “phytosanitary certificate” for export purposes and a “phytosanitary certificate for re-
export” for re-export purposes. In order to keep the use of these terms simple and clear in this standard
“phytosanitary certificate for export” and “phytosanitary certificate for re-export” are used. The term
“phytosanitary certificates” (plural) is used to cover both types of certificate.

International Plant Protection Convention ISPM 12-5
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ISPM 12 Phytosanitary certificates

Phytosanitary certificates should accompany the consignment or may be transmitted by mail or other
means, or where agreed between countries, NPPOs may use electronic phytosanitary certificates, using
standardized language, structure of the message and exchange protocols.

Phytosanitary certificates may have a limited duration of validity. The NPPO of the exporting country
or the importing country may make relevant stipulations.

Specific procedures should be followed in the case of replacement phytosanitary certificates, certified
copies of phytosanitary certificates, and alterations to phytosanitary certificates. Invalid or fraudulent
phytosanitary certificates should not be accepted.

Special consideration is given to situations of re-export, particularly when the issuance of a
phytosanitary certificate for export is not required by the country of re-export and when specific
phytosanitary measures need to be conducted in the country of origin.

ISPM 12-6 International Plant Protection Convention
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BACKGROUND

Phytosanitary certification is used to attest that consignments meet phytosanitary import requirements
and is applied to most plants, plant products and other regulated articles that are traded internationally.
Phytosanitary certification contributes to the protection of plants, including cultivated and
uncultivated/unmanaged plants and wild flora (including aquatic plants), habitats and ecosystems in
the importing countries. Phytosanitary certification also facilitates international trade in plants, plant
products and other regulated articles by providing an internationally agreed document and related
procedures.

Article V.2(a) of the IPPC stipulates how phytosanitary certificates should be issued:

Inspection and other related activities leading to issuance of phytosanitary certificates shall be carried out

This was clarified at the FAO Conference in 1997 during ision of the IPPC
“It is understood that ... ‘public officers who are technicjlly qua y authorized by the
national plant protection organization’ include office 1onal plant protection
organization”. “Public” in this context means empl of g®vernment, not by a private

The IPPC also states requirements for the

Each contracting party undertakes n
regulated articles imported into its ter
with the models set out in the Annex
shall be limited to those technically justi

osaMtary certificates (in Article V.3):

ts of plants or plant products or other
| by phytosanitary certificates inconsistent
y requirements for additional declarations

ARY CERTIFICATION

& issued to attest that plants, plant products or other regulated articles meet
import requirements of importing countries and are in conformity with the certifying
statement. Phy™@&nitary certificates may also be issued to support re-export certification to other
countries. PhytosaMitary certificates should be issued only for these purposes.

1.2 Types and forms of phytosanitary certificates

In the Annex to the IPPC, there are two types of certificates: a “phytosanitary certificate” (see Annex 1
of this standard) for export purposes and a “phytosanitary certificate for re-export” (see Annex 2 of
this standard) for re-export purposes®.

A phytosanitary certificate for export is usually issued by the NPPO of the country of origin. A
phytosanitary certificate for export describes the consignment and, through a certifying statement,
additional declarations and treatment records, declares that the consignment meets phytosanitary

Z See Scope, footnote 1, concerning terminology.

International Plant Protection Convention ISPM 12-7
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import requirements. A phytosanitary certificate for export may also be issued in certain re-export
situations for plants, plant products and other regulated articles originating in countries other than the
country of re-export if compliance with the phytosanitary import requirements can be attested by the
country of re-export (e.g. by inspection).

A phytosanitary certificate for re-export may be issued by the NPPO of the re-exporting country in the
case where the commodity in the consignment was not grown or processed to change its nature in that
country and only where an original phytosanitary certificate for export or a certified copy is available.
The phytosanitary certificate for re-export provides the link to a phytosanitary certificate issued in a
country of export and takes into account any changes in phytosanitary status that may have occurred in
the country of re-export.

Procedures for managing the issuance of the two types of phytosanitary certificates and the systems
that ensure their legitimacy are the same.

According to Article V.2(b) of the IPPC, the IPPC model phytosgary certifiSg@es provide

export and to place a sample of the phytosanitary
Phytosanitary Portal (IPP) (https://www.ippc.int) in a mann

Phytosanitary certificates can be in paper form or,
country, in electronic form.

Electronic phytosanitary certificates are
phytosanitary certificates in paper fory

If the informat equired to complete phytosanitary certificates exceeds the available space on the
form, an attachment may be added. The information in the attachment should only include what is
required on the phytosanitary certificates. All pages of attachments should bear the number of the
phytosanitary certificates and should be dated, signed and stamped in the same manner as required for
the phytosanitary certificates. Phytosanitary certificates should refer to any attachments in the
appropriate section. If an attachment has more than one page, the pages should be numbered and the
number of pages indicated on the phytosanitary certificates. Other documents such as the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) certificates may accompany the consignment
along with the phytosanitary certificate, but such documents should not be considered attachments to
the phytosanitary certificates nor should they be referenced on the phytosanitary certificate.

ISPM 12-8 International Plant Protection Convention
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1.4 Electronic phytosanitary certificates

Electronic phytosanitary certificates may be issued where accepted by the NPPO of the importing
country.

When using electronic phytosanitary certificates NPPOs should develop systems that generate
certificates using standardized language, message structure and exchange protocols. Appendix 1
provides guidance on standardized language, message structure and exchange protocols.

Electronic phytosanitary certificates may be used subject to the following provisions:

- The mode of issue, transmission and level of security is acceptable to the NPPO of the
importing country and if relevant to NPPOs of other countries involved.

- The information provided is consistent with the IPPC model phytosanitary certificates.
- The purpose of phytosanitary certification under the IPPC is realized.
- The identity of the issuing NPPO can be adequately established and 3

1.5 Mode of transmission

been issued.
er meggQs If accepted by the
idPates, they should be
certificates should be

Phytosanitary certificates should accompany the consignmen

NPPO of the importing country. In the case of electronic
directly available to the relevant NPPO officials. In all
available to the NPPO of the importing country upo

1.6 Duration of validity

The phytosanitary security of consignment nce of phytosanitary certificates and
therefore the NPPO of the exporting or re i
validity of phytosanitary certificates #gr i

The NPPO of the exporting or re-expor
period of validity before
becoming infested or co

ay assess the situation and define an appropriate
taking into account the likelihood of the consignment
export or re-export. Such likelihood may be affected by
nd storage environment (open air or enclosed), type of
commodity and co
still be used after
consignment hg

ing a phytosanitary certificate for re-export, provided that the
the risk of infestation and that the commaodity still achieves the

4 [J
& gEamarics may also stipulate as part of the phytosanitary import requirements the
duration 10 ;

2. Actions T#en with Issued Phytosanitary Certificates

2.1 Certified copies of phytosanitary certificates

A certified copy is a copy of the original of the phytosanitary certificate that is validated (stamped,
dated and countersigned) by the NPPO indicating it is a true representative copy of the original
phytosanitary certificate. It may be issued upon request by the exporter. It does not replace the
original. Such copies are used primarily for re-export purposes.

International Plant Protection Convention ISPM 12-9
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2.2 Replacement of phytosanitary certificates

Phytosanitary certificates may be replaced at the request of an exporter for a consignment for which a
phytosanitary certificate has already been issued. This should be done only in exceptional
circumstances (e.g. damage to the phytosanitary certificates issued; change of addresses, country of
destination or points of entry; missing or incorrect information) and should be carried out by the
NPPO of the country that issued the phytosanitary certificates being replaced.

In all cases, the issuing NPPO should request exporters to return the original phytosanitary certificates
and any certified copies that have already been issued for the consignments.

Other requirements concerning replacement of phytosanitary certificates include:

- Phytosanitary certificates returned for replacement should be retained by the NPPO of the
issuing country and be cancelled. The new phytosanitary certificates shg
number as the certificate being replaced. The number of the original
used.

- When previously issued phytosanitary certificates cannot be r

e care and

control of the NPPO (for example because they are lost or 2 NPPO may
decide that it is appropriate to issue a replacement certifi itary certificate
should not have the same number as the phytosanitary gert ed but should refer
to it by including an additional declaration stating i replaces and cancels

phytosanitary certificate no. [insert number] issued o

Alterations should be avoided as they mag
certificates. However, if alterations are
phytosanitary certificates by the issui
dated and countersigned by the issuin

about the validity of phytosanitary
Id be made only on the original
should be minimal and should be stamped,

3. Considerations for i untries and NPPOs Issuing Phytosanitary
Certificates

NPPOs of importin i ay require phytosanitary certificates for regulated articles only. These

require phytosanitary measures (see IPPC Article V1.2 and ISPM 32
of commodities according to their pest risk)).

NPPOs should cWsult bilaterally when there are differences between their views regarding the
technical justification for requiring phytosanitary certificates. Requirements for phytosanitary
certificates should respect the principles of transparency, non-discrimination, necessity and technical
justification (see ISPM 1:2006).

3.1 Unacceptable phytosanitary certificates

NPPOs of importing countries should not accept phytosanitary certificates that they determine to be
invalid or fraudulent. The NPPO of the declared country of issuance should be notified as soon as
possible regarding unacceptable or suspect phytosanitary certificates as described in ISPM 13:2001.
Where the NPPO of the importing country suspects that phytosanitary certificates may be
unacceptable, it may require the prompt cooperation of the NPPO of the exporting or re-exporting
country in determining the validity or non-validity of the phytosanitary certificates. The NPPO of the

ISPM 12-10 International Plant Protection Convention
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exporting or re-exporting country should take corrective action where necessary and review systems
for the issuance of phytosanitary certificates so as to ensure that a high level of confidence is
associated with its phytosanitary certificates.

3.1.1 Invalid phytosanitary certificates

Phytosanitary certificates are invalid if, for example, they have or they are:

- incomplete or incorrect information

- false or misleading information

- conflicting or inconsistent information

- wording or information that is inconsistent with the model phytosanitary certificates
- information added by unauthorized persons

- unauthorized (not stamped, dated or countersigned) alterations or deletj
- an expired period of validity unless used as a certified copy for re-e
- illegible (e.g. badly written, damaged)
- non-certified copies

- transmitted through a mode of transfer unauthorized by
certificates)

- phytosanitary certification of plants, plant products
import.

These are also reasons for rejecting phytosanitary certi sting additional information.

- not dated, stamped, marked or se 2d by the issuing NPPO
ized public officers.

Fraudulent phytosanit ifi lid. The NPPO issuing phytosanitary certificates should
Prfalsification. In the case of electronic phytosanitary certification,
safeguards against are aelement of the electronic certification mechanism. The NPPO of
the exporting ective action when notified of a non-compliance.

1es frequently specify import requirements that should be observed with respect to the

Importing 8
i ssuance of phytosanitary certificates. Examples of what an importing country may

preparation a
require include:

- that phytosanitary certificates be completed in a specific language or one of its listed languages
(however, countries are encouraged to accept one of the official languages of FAO, preferably
English)

- the period of time allowed for issuance after inspection or treatment and the period of time
between the issuance of phytosanitary certificates and the dispatch of the consignment from the
exporting country

- that phytosanitary certificates be completed by typing or if handwritten, be in legible capital
letters (where the language allows it)

- the units of measurement to be used in the description of the consignment and for other declared
quantities.

International Plant Protection Convention ISPM 12-11
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4.  Specific Considerations for the Preparation and Issuance of Phytosanitary
Certificates

Phytosanitary certificates shall only be issued by public officers who are technically qualified and duly
authorized by the NPPO.

Phytosanitary certificates should only be issued if it is confirmed that the phytosanitary import
requirements are met.

Phytosanitary certificates should contain the necessary information to clearly identify the consignment
to which each relates.

Phytosanitary certificates should only contain information related to phytosanitary matters. They
should not include statements related to non-phytosanitary requirements such as animal or human

quality.

To facilitate cross-referencing between phytosanitary certificates related to
phytosanitary certification (e.g. letters of credit, bills of ladin notes may
accompany phytosanitary certificates that associate them wit i icati de, symbol or

when necessary and should not be considered part of phytos

“None” should be entered or the line should be blo ine drawn through the section to
prevent unauthorized additions.

For re-export of consignments specific inj
however, this may not be available on a i
information for the additional declarggion
certificate for export itself is not req
phytosanitary import requirements ca
certificate for re-export may Qaissued.

- Where the phytosagg

tificate for export (e.g. lack of the specific
y certificate for export, or a phytosanitary
of re-export). In such cases, if the specific
In the country of re-export, no phytosanitary
ever, the following may apply:

export is required by the country of re-export, on request
by exporters, ntry of origin may provide additional phytosanitary
information ; ts of a growing season inspection) to that required by the country of
re-export. SUCKEA i be necessary for the issuance of phytosanitary certificates for
i i uld be placed in the additional declaration section, under the

ertificate for export is not required by the country of re-export, on
porter, the NPPO of the country of origin may nevertheless issue a

In both cases above, the country of re-export should ensure that the identity of the consignment is
maintained and that it has not been subjected to the risk of infestation.

Phytosanitary certificates should be issued before dispatch; however, they may also be issued after
dispatch of a consignment provided that:

- the phytosanitary security of the consignment has been assured, and

- the NPPO of the exporting country has undertaken sampling, inspection and treatments
necessary to satisfy phytosanitary import requirements before dispatch of the consignment.

If these criteria are not met, phytosanitary certificates should not be issued.

ISPM 12-12 International Plant Protection Convention
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In the case where phytosanitary certificates are issued after dispatch, the inspection date should be
indicated in the additional declaration section if required by the importing country.

5. Guidelines and Requirements for Completing Sections of a Phytosanitary
Certificate for Export

Information on completing the sections of the phytosanitary certificate for export is provided as
follows:

[Headings in bold refer to the sections of the model certificate, see model in Annex 1]

No.

Each phytosanitary certificate for export should have a unique identification numie
trace-back of consignments, facilitates audits and serves for record-keeping.

which allows for

Plant Protection Organization of

The name of the country issuing the phytosanitary certificate for e
with the name of the NPPO.

TO: Plant Protection Organization(s) of

The name of the importing country should be listed here.
country have specific phytosanitary requirements that incl ytosanitary certificate
for export, the names of both countries should be Ij
Care should be taken to ensure that the phytosanitar
are met and appropriately indicated. In cases w
to another country, the names of both cou
requirements of both countries have been

equirements of each country
nment is imported and then re-exported
d, provided the phytosanitary import

signment

consignment to facilitate its trace-back and audit by the
s of the exporter should be located in the exporting

jty of the consignee and, where necessary, to be able to conduct trace-back
here the consignee is not known, “To order” may be used if the NPPO of
the importind\@aIntry permits the use of the term and accepts any associated risks. The importing
country may reS@ that the address of a consignee be a location in the importing country.

Number and description of packages:

The number of packages and their description should be included. Sufficient detail should be included
in this section to enable the NPPO of the importing country to link the phytosanitary certificate for
export with the corresponding consignment. In some cases (e.g. grain and bulk timber), shipping
containers and/or railcars are considered the package and the number may be included (e.g. 10
containers). In cases of bulk shipments, the term “in bulk” may be used.

Distinguishing marks:

Distinguishing marks on packages (e.g. lot numbers, serial numbers or brand names) and conveyance
identification numbers or names (e.g. container and railcar identification numbers or vessel name in
the case of bulk shipments) should be included if necessary for the identification of the consignment.

International Plant Protection Convention ISPM 12-13
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Place of origin:

The place of origin refers to places where the commodity was grown or produced and where it was
possibly exposed to infestation or contamination by regulated pests. In all cases, the name of the
country or countries of origin should be stated. Normally a consignment gains its phytosanitary status
from the place of origin. Countries may require that the name or code of the pest free area, pest free
place of production or pest free production site be identified. Further details on the pest free area, pest
free place of production or pest free production site may be provided in the additional declaration
section.

If a commodity is repacked, stored or moved, its phytosanitary status may change over a period of
time as a result of its new location through the possible infestation or contamination by regulated
pests. Phytosanitary status may also be changed by processing, disinfecting or treating a commodity
that results in removing possible infestation or contamination. Thus a commgdity may gain its
phytosanitary status from more than one place. In such cases, each co place, where

If different lots within a consignment originate in different places g and places
where necessary should be indicated. To assist with trace-back relevant place
for undertaking trace-back may be identified, for example the here records are
stored.

If plants were imported to or moved within a country and for a specific period of
time (depending on the commodity concerned, but u season or more), these plants

Declared means of conveyance:

This section refers to how the com
such as “ocean vessel”, “boat”, “aircra
used. The ship’s name and voyage nu
The means of conveyance i
means of conveyance
Consignments frequen

hen leaving the certifying country. Terms
Y “rail”, “mail” and “carried by hand” may be
raft’s flight number may be included if known.
declared by the exporter. Often this will be only the first
issuance of the phytosanitary certificate for export.
that the means of conveyance can change, for example a

name. Wht e consigninent transits through another country this may need to be recorded if the
N has phytosanitary requirements for transiting consignments. The entry point of the

country of trans if not known the country name, should be noted in brackets.

The point of entry is declared by the exporter at the time of issuance of the phytosanitary certificate for
export. This point of entry may change for various reasons, and entry into the country at a place other
than the declared point of entry should not normally be considered as non-compliance. However, when
the NPPO of the importing country prescribes specified points of entry in its phytosanitary import
requirements, then one of the specific points of entry should be declared and the consignment should
enter through that point.

Name of produce and quantity declared:

This section should be sufficiently descriptive of the commodity and should include the name of the
plant, plant product or other regulated article, unit and the quantity as accurately as possible to enable
the NPPO of the importing country to verify the contents of the consignment. International codes may
be added to facilitate identification (e.g. Customs codes) and internationally recognized units and

ISPM 12-14 International Plant Protection Convention
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terms should be used (e.g. metric system). Because different phytosanitary import requirements may
apply to the different intended uses (e.g. consumption as compared with propagation) or degree of
processing (e.g. fresh as compared with dried), the intended use or degree of processing should be
specified. Entries should not refer to trade names, sizes or other commercial terms.

Botanical name of plants:

The information inserted here should identify plants and plant products using accepted scientific
names, at least to genus level but preferably to species level.

It may not be feasible to provide botanical names for certain regulated articles and products of
complex composition such as stock feeds. In these cases, the NPPOs of the importing and exporting
countries may agree on a suitable common name descriptor, or the words “Not applicable” or “N/A”
should be entered.

Certifying statement
This is to certify that the plants, plant products or other regulated arti

considered to be free from the quarantine pests specified by the j
and to conform with the current phytosanitary requirements

the certifying statement on the phytosanitary certifi o0 certify conformity with
these phytosanitary import requirements.

In instances where phytosanitary import reg
country may certify the general status of
phytosanitary concern.

specific, the NPPO of the exporting
any pests believed by it to be of

NPPOs of exporting countries may i clause on their phytosanitary certificate for
export. NPPOs of importing countries ¢ at the optional clause be added

“Appropriate official procgdur rocedures carried out by the NPPO or persons authorized
by the NPPO for purp certification. Such procedures should be in conformity
with ISPMs where The proc@dures may be specified by the NPPO of the importing
country taking into

“Considered ine pests” refers to freedom from pests in numbers or quantities
that can g cation of phytosanitary procedures. It should not be interpreted to
mean al i ses but rather that quarantine pests are believed not to be present based
on the pr8 @ iheir detection or elimination. It should be recognized that phytosanitary
procedures g mherent uncertainty and variability, and involve some probability that pests will not

be detected o inated. This uncertainty and probability should be taken into account in the
specification of apPropriate procedures.

In some cases where irradiation treatments have been applied, live stages of target pests may be
present in the consignment. Providing the treatment has been applied in accordance with
ISPM 18:2003 and the appropriate treatment has been applied to achieve the required response, the
validity of this part of the certifying statement is not compromised because the detection of live stages
of the target pest is not considered as non-compliance.

“Phytosanitary requirements”, as provided by the importing country, are officially prescribed
conditions to be met in order to prevent the introduction and/or spread of pests. Phytosanitary import
requirements should be specified in advance by the NPPO of the importing country in legislation,
regulations or elsewhere (e.g. import permits and bilateral and other arrangements).

“Importing contracting party” refers to governments that have adhered to the IPPC.
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Il. Additional Declaration

Additional declarations provide specific additional information on a consignment in relation to
regulated pests. Additional declarations should be kept to a minimum and be concise. NPPOs of the
importing countries should keep under review the need for additional declarations and they should not
require additional declarations with the required wording similar to that already included in the
certifying statement on the phytosanitary certificate for export. The text of additional declarations may
be specified in phytosanitary regulations, import permits or bilateral agreements. Treatments should
not be indicated in this section but in section Il of the phytosanitary certificate for export.

Additional declarations should be only those containing specific phytosanitary information required by
the NPPO of the importing country or requested by the exporter for future phytosanltary certification
purposes and they should not repeat information that is otherwise noted in the g
in the treatment section. In cases where phytosanitary import requireg for several
alternative measures, the NPPO of the exporting country should specify itiond@declaration
which option has been applied.

may be referred to here to assist cross-referencing.

Where a phytosanitary certificate for export is i consignment’s dispatch, and if required

ed to this section of the phytosanitary

Where additional official phytosanita i ion is ipMluded for future phytosanitary certification
purposes, such as re-export (see SEqm ’
information should be clearly separat gaditional declaration required by the importing

ding “Additional official phytosanitary information”.

infestation and/or Disinfection Treatment

Date
The datg applied to the consignment. Months should be written in full so that
the montWga . ot confused.

Treatment

The type of treatr™ht applied to the consignment (e.g. heat treatment, irradiation).

Chemical (active ingredient)
The active ingredient of the chemical applied in the treatment.

Duration and temperature
The duration of the treatment and temperature in the treatment.

Concentration
The concentration and dosage of the treatment applied.

Additional information
Any relevant additional information.
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Treatments indicated should only be those that are acceptable to the importing country and are
performed or initiated (in the case of transit) in the exporting country under supervision or authority of
the NPPO of the exporting country to meet the phytosanitary import requirements.

For irradiation treatments, the provisions of ISPM 18:2003 should be considered.

Stamp of organization

The official seal, stamp or mark identifying the issuing NPPO should be included on the phytosanitary
certificate for export. The NPPO of the exporting country should normally use a uniform stamp, seal
or mark within a country. It should be added by the public officer upon completion of the form or may
be printed on the phytosanitary certificate for export. Care should be taken to ensure that the stamp,
seal or mark does not obscure essential information.

Name of authorized officer, date and sighature

Although sections of the phytosanitary certificate for exp
stated should be the date of issuance. Upon request of the
of the exporting country should be able to verify t
officers. The phytosanitary certificate for export shall

ures of authorized public
it is duly completed.

ication data should be authenticated by
e signature of the authorized public
jic certification data is equivalent to the

the issuing NPPO. This authentication pro
officer and stamp, seal or mark. Aythe
completed paper document of the ph

Financial liability statement
The inclusion of a statementt i | liability of the NPPO on the phytosanitary certificate for

6. rt Situations and Transit

The phytosagg i port is the same as the phytosanitary certificate for export except
for the tg ing statement. In the certifying statement on the phytosanitary
ifica@&for re
.

PPO of the country of re-export indicates by inserting ticks in the

e phytosanitary certificate for re-export is accompanied by the original
If the identity of plants, plant products or other regulated articles in the consignment has not been
maintained or the consignment has been subjected to the risk of infestation, or the commaodity has
been processed to change its nature, no phytosanitary certificate for re-export should be issued. The
NPPO of the country of re-export, on request by exporters, may carry out appropriate phytosanitary
procedures and if the NPPO is confident that the phytosanitary import requirements are met it should

issue a phytosanitary certificate for export. The place of origin should still be indicated in brackets on
the phytosanitary certificate for export.

If the NPPO of the country of re-export does not require a phytosanitary certificate for the import of a
commodity but the NPPO of the country of destination does, and the phytosanitary import
requirements can be fulfilled by visual inspections or laboratory testing of samples, the country of re-
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export may issue a phytosanitary certificate for export with the country of origin indicated in brackets
in the place of origin section of the phytosanitary certificate for export.

6.1 Considerations for issuing a phytosanitary certificate for re-export

When a consignment is imported into a country, then exported to another, the NPPO of the country of
re-export, on request from exporters, may issue a phytosanitary certificate for re-export (see model in
Annex 2). The NPPO should issue a phytosanitary certificate for re-export only if it is confident that
the phytosanitary import requirements are met. Re-export phytosanitary certification may still be
performed if the consignment has been stored, split up, combined with other consignments or
repackaged, provided that it has not been exposed to infestation or contamination by pests. Where
consignments are combined, all the relevant parts added to these consignments must be available and
meet the same phytosanitary import requirements.

Before issuing a phytosanitary certificate for re-export, the NPPO should 2§ the original
phytosanitary certificate or certified copy that accompanied the cons port and
determine whether the requirements of the subsequent country of dega : Jangent, the

of infestation or
onsignment is not
. the NPPO of the re-

contamination is identified, additional inspection should
repacked and the phytosanitary security of the consignment
exporting country has two options regarding inspectiop of t

- If the phytosanitary import requirements are ingent, the NPPO of the re-
exporting country may not need to undertak i i

- If the phytosanitary import require more stringent, the NPPO of the re-
exporting country may undertake on to ensure that the consignment
conforms to the phytosanitary regui porting country where this requirement can

ary import requirements (e.g. growing season
inspection, soil testing) that led by the country of re-export. In such cases, the country
sanitary certificate for export or phytosanitary certificate
for re-export if:

- either partic
certificate for

on on compliance has been included or declared on the phytosanitary
the coaptry of origin
i measure can be applied (such as laboratory tests on samples or

Additional ("@@arations on phytosanitary certificates for re-export where required should be based on
the activities OWgle NPPO of the country of re-export. Additional declarations from the original
phytosanitary cert®icate or certified copies should not be transferred to phytosanitary certificates for
re-export.

When re-exports routinely occur, or are started, suitable procedures for satisfying these requirements
may be agreed between the NPPOs of the countries of origin and re-export. This may include an
exchange of written correspondence between the respective NPPOs on phytosanitary measures applied
at origin (e.g. growing season inspection, soil testing) which provides the assurance required for the
country of re-export to certify the consignment as required by the country of destination.

The original phytosanitary certificate or its certified copy should accompany the consignment together
with the phytosanitary certificate for re-export.
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When a phytosanitary certificate for re-export is issued, the NPPO of the re-exporting country
provides assurance related to the handling (e.g. splitting, combining, packing, storage) of the
consignment in the country of re-export.

If the consignment is split up and the resulting consignments are re-exported separately, then
phytosanitary certificates for re-export and certified copies of the phytosanitary certificate from the
country of export will be required to accompany all such consignments.

The phytosanitary certificate for re-export shall be signed only after it is duly completed.

6.2 Transit

If a consignment is in transit through a country, the NPPO of the country of transit is not involved
unless risks for the country of transit have been identified (ISPM 25:2006).

phytosanitary security of the consignment is compromised.

Importing countries may have specific phytosanitary mpo
packaging) addressed to the country of export for th
through other countries if specific risks have been jdenti

ents to be moved in transit
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This annex is a prescriptive part of the standard.

ANNEX 1: Model phytosanitary certificate for export
[Original annexed to the IPPC]

No.
Plant Protection Organization of
TO: Plant Protection Organization(s) of

I. Description of Consignment

Name and address of exporter:
Declared name and address of consignee:
Number and description of packages:
Distinguishing marks:
Place of origin:
Declared means of conveyance:
Declared point of entry:
Name of produce and quantity declared:
Botanical name of plants:

ticles Mescribed herein have been
d are considered to be free
g party and to conform with the current
including those for regulated non-

This is to certify that the plants, plant products or ot
inspected and/or tested according to appropriate offi
from the quarantine pests specified by the impg

quarantine pests.

They are deemed to be practically fre

Declaration

nter text here]

infestation and/or Disinfection Treatment

Date
Duration and j§
Concentrgjg

Chemical (active ingredient)

Place of issue

(Stamp of Organization) Name of authorized officer
Date
(Signature)
No financial liability with respect to this certificate shall attach to (name of Plant

Protection Organization) or to any of its officers or representatives.*

*Optional clause
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This annex is a prescriptive part of the standard.

ANNEX 2: Model phytosanitary certificate for re-export
[Original annexed to the IPPC]

No.
Plant Protection Organization of (contracting party of re-export)
TO: Plant Protection Organization(s) of (contracting party(ies) of import)

I. Description of Consignment

Name and address of exporter:
Declared name and address of consignee:
Number and description of packages:
Distinguishing marks:
Place of origin:
Declared means of conveyance:
Declared point of entry:
Name of produce and quantity declared:
Botanical name of plants:

This is to certify that the plants, plant products or oth® described above

were imported into (contracting party of re-expo from (contracting
party of origin) covered by Phytosanitary cerjdi® , *original O certified true copy O of
which is attached to this certificate; that repacked O in original O *new O
containers, that based on the original phytq i imate [1 and additional inspection O, they are
considered to conform with the curreg i rements of the importing contracting party,
and that during storage in party of re-export), the consignment has not
been subjected to the risk of infestation

*Insert tick in appropriate O Q

nter text here]

tion and/or Disinfection Treatment

Chemical (active ingredient)
Duratiog

Place of issue

(Stamp of Organization) Name of authorized officer
Date
(Signature)
No financial liability with respect to this certificate shall attach to (name of Plant

Protection Organization) or to any of its officers or representatives.**

**QOptional clause
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This appendix was adopted by the Ninth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures in April 2014.
This appendix is for reference purposes only and is not a prescriptive part of the standard.

APPENDIX 1: Electronic phytosanitary certificates, information on standard XML
schemes and exchange mechanisms (2014)

Introduction

Electronic phytosanitary certificates are the electronic equivalents of phytosanitary certificates in
paper form and may be used if they are accepted by the national plant protection organization (NPPO)
of the importing country. When electronic phytosanitary certificates are issued by the NPPO of the
exporting or re-exporting country, they should be made directly available to the NPPO of the
importing country.

This appendix provides guidance on these elements an
(http://ePhyto.ippc.int) that provides links to further detail
documents — on the information contained in this apgendi
“Link 17, “Link 2” and so forth.

The system should include the following har
certificates.

nts to generate electronic phytosanitary

1. XML Message Structure
NPPOs should use the World Wlde um’s (WC3) XML (Link 1) for exchange of

The phytosanitary X is based on the United Nations Centre for Trade
Facilitation and Ele i FACT) Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) XML schema
(Link 2) and on X i hich indicates where the phytosanitary certification data should
be placed in the

The phytg ping enables the generation of an electronic phytosanitary certificate
for expd 0 electronic phytosanitary certificate for re-export (Link 4)

2.

To facilitate automatic electronic communication and processing of phytosanitary certification data,
NPPOs are encouraged to use standardized (harmonized) terms, codes and text for the data elements
associated with the XML message for electronic phytosanitary certificates.

The use of free (i.e. non-standardized) text should be limited when appropriate codes are available.

For dates and country names, harmonized text is available and no free text is anticipated to be
required.

For scientific names of plants and pests, consignment description, treatments, additional declarations
and points of entry, extensive lists of harmonized terms, codes and text are being developed and will
be available. Free text may be inserted if the appropriate term, text or value does not appear in the
lists.
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The process for maintaining and updating the lists of harmonized terms is being developed and will be
described on the IPPC website (http://ePhyto.ippc.int). NPPOs will be requested to submit proposals
for new harmonized terms using this process.

For data elements other than those above, no harmonization of terms and text is needed and therefore
free text may be entered.

Further details on the information to be entered for the data elements in the XML message are
provided in the following subsections.

2.1 Country names

For the names of countries (i.e. the country of origin, export, re-export, transit and destination) it is
encouraged that the two-letter country codes of the International Organizati Standardization
(1SO) (Link 6) be used.

2.2 Scientific names of plants and pests

For the scientific names of the plants in the consignment, the pl i oducts were
derived, and the regulated pests, the use of the database of s ifi e on the IPPC
website (http://ePhyto.ippc.int) (Link 7) is encouraged.

2.3 Description of consignment

The type of commodity and the type of packaglng
consignment. It is encouraged that the commgg

d in the description of the
ed using IPPC commaodity terminology
described using the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNEC RecommeNgati (Link 9).

Other elements of the description of t

- weight, volume and height i auraged to be descrlbed using UNECE
Recommendation 20 (Ljnk 10))

ich is encouraged to be described using the United Nations Code for
Locations (UN/LOCODE) (Link 15)) or country name.

2.4
It is end ment types be specified using the IPPC’s harmonized terms for treatment
types (Li i Yredients are encouraged to be specified using the pesticide index of the

Codex Ali

S@hrius (Link 12). Other parameters (e.g. concentration, dosage, temperature, and
duration of expd

) are encouraged to be described using UNECE Recommendation 20 (Link 13).

2.5 Additional declarations

Recommended standardized wording for additional declarations is provided in Appendix 2 and it is
encouraged to be described using IPPC codes for additional declarations (Link 14). Free text may be
used to supplement the additional declarations indicated on the IPPC website or to describe additional
declarations that have not been standardized.

2.6 Name of authorized officer

The name of the authorized officer issuing the electronic phytosanitary certificates should be included
in each types of electronic phytosanitary certificate.
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3. Secure Data Exchange Mechanisms

NPPOs are responsible for the security of their national information technology (IT) system used for
generating electronic phytosanitary certificates.

During transmission, the data should be encrypted to ensure that the electronic exchange of the
electronic phytosanitary certification data between NPPOs is secure and authenticated. NPPOs should
use a secure protocol with a minimum 128-bit encryption. Before transmission, the electronic
phytosanitary certification data may be subjected to additional encryption (Link 17) that remains intact
after transmission.

Transmission of data over the Internet from the NPPO of the exporting country to the NPPO of the
importing country should be performed using secure IT mechanisms (e.g. Simple Object Access
Protocol (SOAP), Secure/Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions (S/MIME), EileaTransfer Protocol

The NPPO of the exporting country should make available to the exf@ electronic
phytosanitary certificate number for the consignment.
Communication on the status of the message exchange betwee N/CEFACT

recommended standard messages (Link 18).

NPPOs are responsible for developing and maintaining
phytosanitary certification data. In cases where ap ex

changing electronic
is suspended due to
POs as soon as possible.

4.

In paper-only systems, the original phytosgitary certifiQ@e for export or its certified copy should be
available as an attachment to the ph i for re-export. In the situation where paper
and electronic phytosanitary certificate e following requirements should be met.

4.1 Electronic phytos te for re-export with original phytosanitary

When both the phy ificate for export and the phytosanitary certificate for re-export are in
electronic form, the phytoganitary certificate for export should be attached electronically to

the electronic pa

ry certificate for re-export with original phytosanitary
form

When the oriOW@al phytosanitary certificate for export is in paper form and the phytosanitary certificate
for re-export is I'g@ectronic form, a scan of the original phytosanitary certificate for export (in PDF or
other non-editable format) should be attached to the electronic phytosanitary certificate for re-export.

4.3 Paper phytosanitary certificate for re-export with original phytosanitary
certificate in electronic form

When the original phytosanitary certificate for export is in electronic form and the phytosanitary
certificate for re-export is in paper form, the electronic phytosanitary certificate for export should be
printed and validated by the NPPO of the country of re-export by stamping, dating and countersigning.
The printed version of the electronic phytosanitary certificate for export becomes a certified copy and
should then, in paper form, be attached to the phytosanitary certificate for re-export.
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5. Management of Electronic Phytosanitary Certificates Issued by NPPOs

5.1 Retrieval issues

If the NPPO of the importing country is unable to retrieve the electronic phytosanitary certificates, the
NPPO of the exporting country should resubmit the original electronic phytosanitary certificates at the
request of the NPPO of the importing country.

5.2 Alteration and replacement

If any of the information in electronic phytosanitary certificates needs to be altered after their issuance,
the original electronic phytosanitary certificates should be revoked and replacement electronic
phytosanitary certificates (Link 5) with alterations should be issued as described in this standard.

5.3 Cancelled dispatch

issuance of electronic phytosanitary certificates, the NPPO of the e ; revoke the
associated electronic phytosanitary certificates.

5.4 Certified copy

Certified copies of electronic phytosanitary certificates ardri ectronic phytosanitary
certification data that are validated (stamped, date i
authenticity of the data.

The printouts should be in the format that 4 dized wording provided by the IPPC
i ani certificates. However, the printouts
may be XML data in XML format if agcep of the importing country.

6. Declared Name and Address

In the case of paper phytoggnt s, for “Declared name and address of consignee” the term
“To order ¢ consignee is not known and the NPPO of the importing
country permits use

With electronic ph tes, the consignment information may arrive in the importing
country well arrives, which will allow pre-entry verification of the electronic

for the consig
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This appendix is for reference purposes only and is not a prescriptive part of the standard.

APPENDIX 2: Recommended wording for additional declarations

Phytosanitary import requirements for additional declarations should preferably use the following
wording. However, these are examples and are not the only statements that may be used.

1.  The consignment* was inspected and found free from (name of pest(s) or soil [to be
specified]).

2. The consignment* was tested (method may be specified) and found free from (name of
pest(s)).

3. The growing media in which the plants were grown was tested prior to plagting and found free
from (name of pest(s)).

4, (Name of pest(s)) is absent/not known to occur in ea).

5. The consignment™* was produced in a
pest freeareafor

6. The place of production**/production site/ ected during the growing
season(s)*** and found free from -

7. The plants/mother plants were inspqg i owing season(s) *** and found free
from (name of pest(s)).

8.  The plants were produced in vi . grvitro technique) and found free from
(name of pest(s)).

9. plants that were tested (method may be specified) and
10. i i roduced and prepared for export in accordance with (name of
phytosanitary import requirement or a bilateral arrangement).
11. ced from plant varieties resistant to (name of pest).
12. . g in compliance with (specify the tolerance level(s)) established
by NG amtary import requirements for (specify the regulated non-quarantine
pest(s)):

* May be specified if this applies only to parts thereof.
** If applicable add: “including a surrounding buffer zone”.

*** Number of times/growing seasons or specific period may be added as appropriate.
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