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IMO / ILO / UN ECE Code of practice
for packing cargo transport units
(CTU Code)
and other tools

Bill Brassington
ETS Consulting




Bill-Brassingten

« Nearly 20 years experience in the container industry
« 7 years as an independent Safety and Security Consultant

« Author of ILO report “Safety in the supply chain in relation to
packing of containers”

e Consultant author of “IMO / ILO / UN ECE Code of Practice for
the packing of cargo transport units (CTU Code)”

« Research into container gross mass, eccentricity and declared
mass in containers

« Expert witness and incident investigator

* IMO working group member
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It IS also available online:

https://www?2.unece.org/wiki/display/TransportSustainableCTUCode/CTU+Code



https://www2.unece.org/wiki/display/TransportSustainableCTUCode/CTU+Code
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How can the CTU Code help?
- The only opportunity for full inspection and cleaning is a

* Not all containers pass through a repair depot very trip;

« The most likely points for contamination are pack points;

«  Shipping companies have no control over pack points or terminal operations.

Mike Downes Maersk Line

Containers are cleaned and decontaminated at depots.
4.2.1 The CTU operator is responsible for providing CTUs that:

Are clean, free of cargo residues, noxious materials,
plants, plant products and visible pests.




How can the CTU Code help?

* The only opportunity for full inspection and cleaning is at repair depots;
* Not all containers pass through a repair depot very trip;

« The most likely points for contamination a

«  Shipping companies have no control over pack points or terminal operations.

Mike Downes Maersk Line

Containers may be re-contaminated any time afterwards

 Where the container is placed on the ground;

 Where the doors are open and material (cargo and debris) IS
being moved into the container.




How can the CTU Code help?

The Code of Practice

"Both guidelines and codes of practice are instruments that,
without being binding nor imposing legal obligations upon
member states, provide guidance to governments,
employers and workers concerning a particular sector. They
may be distinguished as follows. While guidelines aim to
provide broad orientations, codes of practice are typically
more detailed and technical. Codes of practice are intended
to assist governments and employers' and workers'

organizations in drawing up regulations and can thus be
used as models for national legislation."
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Other tools available....

AQIS GUIDANCE ON CONTAINER HYGIENE Number - 1172012 November 2012
Purpose STANDARDS DRY CONTAINER CLEANLINESS STANDARDS
s informatin i S5ouE AQLS Cortainer extemal ceariiness sancarcs for e ntematoral FOR This Fact Sheel replaces Fact Sheet 04/2009 issued in May 2009. As a general guide and reference for all
o g raem =na ¢ ¥ FOOD QUALITY involved in the shipping container supply chain, Shipping Australia Limited (SAL) has categorised the
standards of cleanliness required for the carriage of various cargoes into four basic groups. This guide has
Who is this information far? SHIPPING CONTAINERS been fonmulated in consuliation with various indusiry arganisations to achieve national unifomity for
cleanTiness siandards suitable for the carriage of cargo.
TS Notce S of pAITCUISY INterest to cLStamS BroKers, (TSIGNE farVaIGSIS, rANSparE Campanles,
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. GUIDELINES ’“"‘:,3; ™ | No Flaking paint or rust Consumable Mung beans
What do we mean when we talk about sea contalner hyglene: DAFF Lovel 20 | N0 Transferable stains orrust | (edible) plant Rice
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FORESTRY - AUSTRALIA (AFFA) s No Infestible material products. Hay and Straw
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Ciean sripping contaioers are ose containers na arve I Austat free rom contamiants ana )y | e Nonconsumable | © RN
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Benefits of other tools

The CTU Code provides the backbone to the minimising
pest movement by sea containers;

It can be used to form the basis of national legislation;

It is a joint publication of the three UN bodies, and all
need to participate in any changes.

Other publications are easier to modify to keep up with
modern practices and requirements;

Other formats such as the “Pack it in” series of
roadshows permits a greater awareness of the CTU Code
and its contents.
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The “other tools” could define and
expand on the measures and specific
methods and practices to minimise the
risk of recontamination.
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Bill Brassington

ETS Consulting
bill.brassington@ets-consulting.org
www.ets-consulting.org

“A well known lawyer, now a judge, once grouped witnesses into three classes: simple liars,
damned liars and experts”
Nature Magazine November 26t 1885



