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I.  Introduction 

1. In May 2017, the Standards Committee (SC) added “contamination” (consistency review of its 

use in ISPMs) (2017-002) to the List of topics for IPPC Standards because there may be some cases in 

adopted standards (e.g. ISPM 18 (Guidelines for the use of irradiation as a phytosanitary measure)) 

where “contamination” is used with a different meaning than its Glossary meaning.  

2. In their December 2017 meeting, the Technical Panel for the Glossary (TPG) reviewed the use 

of “contamination” and its derivatives in ISPMs and proposed the below ink amendments to ensure a 

consistent use of this Glossary term and its derivatives without changing the intended meaning of the 

ISPM texts.  

3. In May 2018, the SC reviewed and approved the ink amendments proposed by the TPG to 

ensure a consistent use of “contamination” and its derivatives in adopted ISPMs. 

4. The ink amendments are presented in Attachment 01 to this paper (English version only), 

including the background and rationale for each specific proposal. 
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II. Decisions 

5. The CPM is invited to: 

1) note the ink amendments to the use of “contamination” to ensure a consistent use across 

adopted ISPMs (Attachment 01 to English version only). 

2) note that the ink amendments will be translated into FAO official languages and implemented 

into the language versions of the concerned standards as resources permit. 

3) agree that, once the Secretariat has applied the ink amendments, the previous versions of the 

standards are revoked and replaced by the newly noted versions. 
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Attachment 01: Ink amendments to ensure a consistent use of “contamination” and its derivatives in adopted ISPMs (English only) 

Table 1: Ink amendments to avoid using “contamination” or its derivatives where the intended meaning does not correspond to the Glossary definition of “contamination” 

ISPM ISPM SECTION CURRENT TEXT PROPOSED INK AMENDMENT EXPLANATION 

ISPM 11 (Pest risk 

analysis for 

quarantine pests) 

1.1 Initiation points S2 The types of LMOs that an 

NPPO may be asked to assess for 

phytosanitary risk include: 

- plants for use (a) as 

agricultural crops, for food and feed, 

ornamental plants or managed 

forests; (b) in bioremediation (as an 

organism that cleans up 

contamination) […] 

S2 The types of LMOs that an NPPO 

may be asked to assess for phytosanitary risk 

include: 

- plants for use (a) as agricultural 

crops, for food and feed, ornamental plants or 

managed forests; (b) in bioremediation (as an 

organism that cleans up contamination 

pollution) […] 

“Contamination” is not used according 

to its Glossary definition.  

Bioremediation is a waste management 

technique that involves the use of 

organisms to neutralize pollutants from 

a contaminated site. According to EPA 

(USA), bioremediation is a "treatment 

that uses naturally occurring organisms 

to break down hazardous substances 

into less toxic or non-toxic substances". 

Therefore, the suggested ink 

amendment is to replace the term 

“contamination” by the word “pollution”. 

ISPM 18 

(Guidelines for the 

use of irradiation as 

a phytosanitary 

measure) 

ANNEX 2 

Criteria 

3. Product 

handling, storage 

and segregation 

Commodities are handled in an 

environment that does not increase 

the risk of contamination from 

physical, chemical or biological 

hazards 

Commodities are handled in an environment 

that does not increase the risk of 

contamination from physical, chemical or 

biological hazards 

“Contamination” is not used according 

to its Glossary definition.  

The suggested ink amendment is to 

avoid using “contamination”. 

 

ISPM 21 (Pest risk 

analysis for 

regulated non-

quarantine pests) 

3.3.1 Pest 

effects 

 

In some cases, economic 

consequences may only become 

apparent after a long period of time 

(e.g. a degenerative disease in a 

perennial crop, a pest with a long-

lived resting stage). Furthermore, 

the infestation in the plants may 

result in contamination of places of 

production with a consequential 

impact on future crops. […] 

In some cases, economic consequences may 

only become apparent after a long period of 

time (e.g. a degenerative disease in a 

perennial crop, a pest with a long-lived 

resting stage). Furthermore, the infestation in 

the plants may result in the pest remaining in 

the contamination of places of production with 

a consequential impact on future crops. […] 

“Contamination” is not considered to be 

used strictly according to its Glossary 

definition, in which “places of 

production” are not listed. Rewording is 

suggested to avoid using 

“contamination”. 

 

ISPM 33 (Pest free 

potato (Solanum 

3.1 Establishment 

of pest free potato 

[…] In addition to the laboratory 

testing procedure for regulated pests 

described below, potato 

[…] In addition to the laboratory testing 

procedure for regulated pests described 

below, potato micropropagative material 

“Contamination” is not used according 

to its Glossary definition.  
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ISPM ISPM SECTION CURRENT TEXT PROPOSED INK AMENDMENT EXPLANATION 

spp.) 

micropropagative 

material and 

minitubers for 

international trade) 

micropropagative 

material 

 

micropropagative material should be 

inspected and found free from other 

pests or their symptoms and general 

microbial contamination. 

should be inspected and found free from 

other pests or their symptoms and from 

microbes in general microbial contamination. 

Rewording is suggested to avoid using 

“contamination”. 

ISPM 36 (Integrated 

measures for plants 

for planting) 

APPENDIX 1 

Table 1 

6 Pests spread by water - Use of 

uncontaminated water sources, free 

of pests  

6 Pests spread by water - Use of 

uncontaminated water sources, free of pests 

“Uncontaminated” is not considered to 

be used strictly according to the 

Glossary definition of “contamination”, 

in which “water sources” are not listed. 

Furthermore, the word is redundant.  

Rewording is suggested to avoid using 

“uncontaminated”. 
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Table 2: Ink amendments to ISPM 2 (Framework for pest risk analysis) where the term “contamination” is used in relation to biological control agents or beneficial organisms, 

but the use of “contaminants” is more appropriate  

ISPM ISPM SECTION CURRENT TEXT PROPOSED INK AMENDMENT EXPLANATION 

ISPM 2 

(Framework for 

pest risk 

analysis) 

1.2.2 Biological 

control agents and 

other beneficial 

organisms 

Biological control agents and other 

beneficial organisms are intended to 

be beneficial to plants. Thus, when 

performing a PRA, the main concern 

is to look for potential injury to non-

target organisms. Other concerns 

may include:  

- contamination of cultures of 

beneficial organisms with other 

species, the culture thereby acting as 

a pathway for pests 

Biological control agents and other beneficial 

organisms are intended to be beneficial to 

plants. Thus, when performing a PRA, the 

main concern is to look for potential injury to 

non-target organisms. Other concerns may 

include: 

- contamination presence of other 

species as contaminants of cultures of 

beneficial organisms with other 

species, the culture thereby acting as 

a pathway for pests.   

 

“Contamination” is not used according 

its Glossary definition.  

The wording proposed instead uses 

“contaminants” because it is a word 

commonly used in this context and well 

understood. This is also in line with the 

note on “contaminant” in the General 

recommendation in the use of terms in 

ISPMs (as proposed by the TPG in their 

December 2017 meeting). 
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Table 3: Ink amendments to adopted ISPMs where “contaminant” is used but the Glossary terms “contamination” or “contaminating pest” should be used instead  

ISPM ISPM SECTION CURRENT TEXT PROPOSED INK AMENDMENT EXPLANATION 

ISPM 2 

(Framework for 

pest risk 

analysis) 

1.2.1 Plants as 

pests 

 

Plants as pests may also be 

introduced unintentionally into a 

country, for example as contaminants 

of seeds for sowing, grain for 

consumption or fodder, wool, soil, 

machinery, equipment, vehicles, 

containers or ballast water. 

Plants as pests may also be introduced 

unintentionally into a country, for example as 

contaminants of contaminating pests with 

seeds for sowing, grain for consumption or 

fodder, wool, soil, machinery, equipment, 

vehicles, containers or ballast water. 

 

 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contaminating pest”.  

ISPM 11 (Pest 

risk analysis for 

quarantine pests) 

ANNEX 4 

Introduction 

This annex provides specific guidance 

on conducting PRA to determine if a 

plant is a pest of …... It focuses 

primarily on plants proposed for 

import, whether as plants for planting 

or for other intended uses. It does not 

cover the unintentional introduction of 

plants as contaminants in commodities 

or conveyances. 

This annex provides specific guidance on 

conducting PRA to determine if a plant is a 

pest of… It focuses primarily on plants 

proposed for import, whether as plants for 

planting or for other intended uses. It does 

not cover the unintentional introduction of 

plants as contaminants contaminating pests 

in commodities or conveyances. 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contaminating pest”.  

ISPM 11  ANNEX 4 

Probability of 

spread (refer to 

section 2.2.3) 

The likelihood and extent of spread 

depends on natural and human-

mediated factors. […] 

Human-mediated factors, whether 

intentional or unintentional, may 

include: 

- intended use, consumer demand, 

economic value and ease of transport 

- the movement of propagules as a 

contaminant of soil or other materials 

(e.g. clothing, conveyances, 

machinery, tools, equipment) 

The likelihood and extent of spread depends 

on natural and human-mediated factors. […] 

Human-mediated factors, whether intentional 

or unintentional, may include: 

- intended use, consumer demand, economic 

value and ease of transport 

- the movement of propagules of 

contaminating pests as a contaminant of  with 

soil or other materials (e.g. clothing, 

conveyances, machinery, tools, equipment) 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contaminating pest”. 

ISPM 14 (The 

use of integrated 

measures in a 

systems 

3. Relationship 

with PRA and 

Available Risk 

Harvest 

- sanitation (e.g. removal of 

contaminants, “trash”) 

Harvest 

- sanitation (e.g. removal of 

contamination contaminants, “trash”) 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contamination”. 
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ISPM ISPM SECTION CURRENT TEXT PROPOSED INK AMENDMENT EXPLANATION 

approach for pest 

risk 

management) 

Management 

Options 

ISPM 20 

(Guidelines for a 

phytosanitary 

import regulatory 

system) 

5.1.6.2 

Emergency action 

Emergency action may be required in 

a new or unexpected phytosanitary 

situation, such as the detection of 

quarantine pests or potential 

quarantine pests: 

- as contaminants of 

conveyances, storage places or other 

places involved with imported 

commodities. 

Emergency action may be required in a new 

or unexpected phytosanitary situation, such 

as the detection of quarantine pests or 

potential quarantine pests: 

- as contaminants contaminating pests of 

conveyances, storage places or other places 

involved with imported commodities. 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contaminating pest”. 

ISPM 23 

(Guidelines for 

inspection) 

2.3.2 Compliance 

of phytosanitary 

requirements 

 

Inspection can be used to verify the 

compliance with some phytosanitary 

requirements. Examples include:  

freedom from contaminants (e.g. 

leaves, soil) 

Inspection can be used to verify the 

compliance with some phytosanitary 

requirements. Examples include:  

- freedom from contaminantscontamination 

(e.g. leaves, soil) 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contamination”. 

ISPM 33 (Pest 

free potato 

(Solanum spp.) 

micropropagative 

material and 

minitubers for 

international 

trade) 

Annex 2  

Operating 

procedures 

- a monitoring programme to check the 

level of air-borne contaminants in the 

subculture room, cabinets and growth 

room 

- a monitoring programme to check the level 

of air-borne contaminantscontamination in the 

subculture room, cabinets and growth room 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contamination”. 

ISPM 41 

(International 

movement of 

used vehicles, 

machinery and 

equipment) 

Appendix 2 

Category:  

Agricultural, 

forestry and 

horticultural used 

VME, such as: 

 

Contamination notes:  

 

Contaminants: soil, pests. 

Contamination notes:  

 

Contaminants Contamination by: soil, pests 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contamination”. 
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ISPM ISPM SECTION CURRENT TEXT PROPOSED INK AMENDMENT EXPLANATION 

ISPM 41 Appendix 2 

Category:  

Earth moving 

used VME, such 

as: 

- bulldozers 

- graders 

- surface mining 

equipment. 

Reconditioned or 

field-tested used 

VME are included. 

Pest risk is 

variable, but high 

levels of 

contamination 

may 

occur in this 

category 

Contamination notes:  

 

Soil is the main contaminant; pests, 

plant debris and seeds can also be 

contaminants 

Contamination notes:  

 

Soil is the main contaminant; Contamination 

mainly by soil; but also by pests, plant debris 

and seeds can also be contaminants 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contamination”. 

ISPM 41 Appendix 2 

Category:  

Used military 

VME, such as: 

Contamination notes:  

Contaminants: soil, pests […] 

Contamination notes:  

Contaminants Contamination by: soil, pests 

[…] 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contamination”. 

ISPM 41 Appendix 2 

Category:  

Waste 

management used 

VME, such as: 

Contamination notes:  

Organic waste debris is the main 

contaminant, including: soil, pests […] 

Contamination notes:  

Contamination mainly by oOrganic waste 

debris is the main contaminant, including: 

soil, pests […] 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contamination”. 

ISPM 41 Appendix 2 

Category:  

The most likely contaminants are soil 

and to a lesser extent pests. Pest risk 

is generally low unless used VME are 

contaminated with surface soil […] 

The Contamination is most likely 

contaminants are by soil and to a lesser 

extent by pests. Pest risk is generally low 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contamination”. 
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ISPM ISPM SECTION CURRENT TEXT PROPOSED INK AMENDMENT EXPLANATION 

Deep mining used 

VME. 

 

unless used VME are contaminated with 

surface soil  […] 

ISPM 41 Appendix 2 

Category:  

Used vehicles, 

such as: 

- cars, vans, 

trucks, buses 

 

Contamination notes:  

Contaminants: soil, pests […] 

Contamination notes:  

Contaminants Contamination by: soil, pests 

[…] 

The meaning corresponds to that of the 

Glossary term “contamination”. 

 


