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Capital: Valletta 5
Area: 316 km?2 S
Population: 465,292 (2017)

Agriculture: 1.3% of total GDP
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Veterinary and Phytosanitary Regulation
Division

Mission Statement

The Veterinary and Phytosanitary Regulation Division (VPRD) co-ordinates
and regulates activities to ensure compliancy with requirements of animal
health, animal welfare, plant protection, feed and food law. VPRD aims at
protecting local agriculture and contributes to its sustainability by

preventing the introduction and spreading of pests and diseases in Malta.
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VETERINARY AND PHYTOSANITARY REGULATION DIVISION (VPRD)
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Plant Protection Directorate

Mission Statement

The Plant Protection Directorate, as the Maltese National Plant Protection
Organization (NPPO), is to co-ordinate and regulate activities to control the
introduction and dispersion of major pests and diseases harmful to plant
production while encouraging the production of good quality and healthy
plants, as foreseen in the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)
and the European Union’s legislative provisions.



VETERINARY AND PHYTOSANITARY REGULATION DIVISION (VPRD)
PLANT PROTECTION DIRECTORATE (PPD)
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Official controls in Malta are co-
ordinated by the Food Safety
Commission

The Food Safety Commission is a Government
coordinating body established under the Food Safety
Act of 2002 to coordinate food safety related matters.
The FSC reports to and advises the Minister for Health,
Elderly and Community Care.

»Plant Health is part of the Food Safety Commission




Legal framework

The basic legislation is Plant Quarantine Act, 2001 which transposes
Council Directive 2000/29/EC.

Council Directive 2000/29/EC of 8 May 2000 on protective measures against
the introduction into the Community of organisms harmful to plants or
plant products and against their spread within the Community.

* Legislation is applicable to all EU Member States

e EU Member States decide on the type of national legislation and
implementing measures to achieve the aim of the EC Directive.



New EU Plant Health Regime: (“Plant Health Law”)

Directive 2000/29/EC, as last amended by Imp Directive (EU)
2017/1279 , will be repealed on 14 December 2019 and will be
replaced by Regulation (EU) 2016/2031.

Regulation (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament of the Council
of 26 October 2016 on protective measures against pests of plants

The new Regulation focuses particularly on the prevention of entry or
spread of plant pests within the EU. It takes a more proactive
approach involving surveillance, eradication, import rules, and

financini.



Provisions are based on:

 WTO/SPS principles
* FAO International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)
* International standards of Phytosanitary measures ‘ISPMs’

Malta has been a )

WORLD TRADE
member of WTO “///, ORGANIZATION
since 1 January 1995
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Plant Protection Directorate - Role

Is the official body responsible for carrying out surveys and checks on
plant diseases and seeds.

is composed of different functions covering:

a) Surveillance and Inspectorate,

b) Plant Health Diagnostic,

c) Seeds and Other Propagation Material,
d) Research and Services,

e) Plant Conservation
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Plant Protection Directorate - Role

Is the official body responsible for carrying out surveys and checks on
plant diseases and seeds.

is composed of different functions covering:
o Import/ Export

a) Surveillance and Inspectorate,

b) Plant Health Diagnostic,

c) Seeds and Other Propagation Material,

d) Research and Services,

e) Plant Conservation
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Plant Protection Directorate - Role

Is the official body responsible for carrying out surveys and checks on
plant diseases and seeds.

is composed of different functions covering:

o Import/ Export
a) Surveillance and Inspectorate,

c) Seeds and Other Propagation Material,

d) Research and Services,
e) Plant Conservation
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Plant Protection Directorate- Role

e~ INSECTS

»import and export controls of p!ants, plant s
products and their growing media at the
points of entry into the Maltese Islands.

=) o prevent the spread and introduction ‘“2-‘-
primarily of quarantine pests of plant material “"p

and plant products but also of pests and _ —
diseases affecting quality and to promote e i
appropriate measures for their control. ‘

Legal Framework: Plant Quarantine Act, 2001




Points of entry

SEA Port — Malta Free Port -
Marsaxlokk

Containers & Ships

AlIR Port — Malta Airport
(cargo) - Luga

Boxes & Parcels

environment.gov.mt
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SEA Port
Malta Free Port -
Marsaxlokk

environment.gov.mt



AIR Port — Malta Airport
(cargo) - Luga

Irenci"n

environment *




.....

Import/ export controls

Non EU Countries
Inspections of

regulated
commodities

ISPM 23
Guidelines for
e inspections
alta
[EU Country]
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Types of Checks
(applies also for export controls)
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Facilities for sampling/ inspection o

— suitable areas for inspection,
— inspection tables
—tools and equipment

—supporting laboratory facilities




Facilities for sampling/ inspection




Facilities for sampling/ inspection




Tools and equipment

-
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Plant Protection Directorate - Role

Is the official body responsible for carrying out surveys and checks on
plant diseases and seeds.

is composed of different functions covering:

o Import/ Export
a) Surveillance and Inspectorate,

c) Seeds and Other Propagation Material,

d) Research and Services,
e) Plant Conservation



Points of entry

SEA Port — Malta Free Port -
Marsaxlokk

Containers & Ships

AlIR Port — Malta Airport
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Boxes & Parcels
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Plant Protection Directorate- Role

» Monitoring & Surveillance

DG SANTE Interceptions
' (EUROPHYT/
Audits - Ny @ Alert List)
Assessment
Monitoring/
Inf " Surveillance plans
nformation
provided by ’ \ EnTeeargL?:ecsy
non-EU
Countries/ MS
states



EU Plant Health Regime: Emergency Measures

Measures are  also
applied to non-listed
harmful organisms in

case of emergency

Rapid and tem orary reinforcement of the
rotectlon gains dden phytosanitary threats of
|mport and /aor outbreaks within EU

with extra
phytosanitary | ,
requirements for import o~
and/or internal e -
movements T




Emergency Measures - Examples

Commission Decision 98/109/EC provides
for emergency measures against the
Dissemination of Thrips palmi Karny as
regards Thailand.

e Anoplophora chinensis

e Anoplophora glabripennis
e FEpitrix spp

e Gibberella circinata

e Pepino mosaic virus

e Phytophthora ramorum

e Pinewood nematode

e Spodoptera frugiperda

o Xylella fastidiosa




X. fastidiosa: A wide host range

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMEN

Pearce’s disease Citrus Variegated
on grapevine Almond Leaf Scorch Oleander Leaf Schorch Chlorosis
X. f. subsp. fastidiosa X. f. subsp. multiplex X. f. subsp. sandyi X. f. subsp. pauca
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Plant Protection Directorate- Role

Pests of concern

> Tuta absoluta
> Red Pam Weevil
» CTV  [protected zone]
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Diagnostic laboratory
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Diagnostic laboratory
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Plant Protection Directorate - Activities ...

= provides services to clients and farmers such as chemical analysis on
soil and water; seed purity tests.

" provide customer support to clients, the farming community and
stakeholders.

" organise seminars and information campaigns as part of our
dissemination of information in relation to Plant Health and Seeds and
Other Plant Propagation material.

= participate in workshops, seminars, conferences, working parties and
training programmes which are organised by International
Organisations such as EPPO, BTSF, COST and EU.

" involved in projects in relation to the conservation of plant genetic
resources.
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Xylella fastidiosa
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“Plant Health Law”: Regulation (EU) 2016/2031

Unlike Council Directive 2000/29/EC this Regulation only
provides for a limited number of provisions on official
controls since those rules are provided for in the framework
of the horizontal legislation on official controls : Regulation
(EU) 2017/625.

Example

= Official controls at BCPs
= Accreditation of laboratories
= Establishing of EURLs




Priority pests

These are the Union quarantine pests with the most severe

potential impacts on the economy, environment and/or society
of the EU.

They will be subject to enhanced measures concerning:

" surveys,

= eradication action plans,
= contingency plans and

= simulation exercises

m) Enhanced EU co-financing



Priority pests

These are the Union quarantine pests with the most severe

potential impacts on the economy, environment and/or society

of the EU.

They will be subject to enhanced measures concerning:

High risk plants

" surveys,

= eradication action plans,
= contingency plans and

= simulation exercises

m) Enhanced EU co-financing




EU LEGISLATION ON OFFICIAL CONTROLS

General Food Law Official Food and Feed Controls

/Regulation (EC) N°178/2002\ / \

Regulation (EC) N°882/2004
on official controls performed
to ensure the verification of
compliance with feed and
food law,

animal health and animal
welfare rules

laying down the general
principles and requirements of
food law, establishing the
European Food

Safety Authority (EFSA) and
laying down procedures in
matters of food safety




Regulation (EC) 882/2004 was recently reviewed and will
be replaced by the:

Official Controls Regulation (EU) 2017/625




Regulation (EC) 882/2004 was recently reviewed and will
be replaced by the:

Official Controls Regulation (EU) 2017/625

Entered in force: 27 April 2017




Regulation (EC) 882/2004 was recently reviewed and will
be replaced by the:

Official Controls Regulation (EU) 2017/625

Title Il
Reference Laboratories
and reference Centres

Entered in force: 27 April 2017




The new rules extend the scope of the previous Regulation to
also cover animal-by product rules and plant health

Feed &

Organic
Feed Production
safety
PDOs, Animal
GMOs PGIs, by-

TSGs products
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scope has been extended to cover the whole
simplification agri-food chain and thus OCs integrated in a
single regulation; CHED

transparency accountability through the publication of
information (incl fees calculation)

( Extending the scope ensures a more
harmonisation harmonised and coherent approach along the
| entire agri-food chain

( Facilitates exchange of information;
efficiency supported by an integrated information
__ management system (IMSOC)

Increased transparency and greater }

The risk based approach is maintained



A common framework for import controls with risk adjusted frequencies for all import

checks.

Border Control Posts (BCPs) will replace Use of single standard document Common

current Border Inspection Posts (BIPs), Health Entry Document (CHED) for

Designated Points of Entry (DPEs), etc. notification of consignments from non EU
countries.

All BCPs will have to fulfil minimum An integrated information management

requirements for facilities, equipment; system (IMSOC) to link all existing (and

similar staff qualifications etc. future) computer systems, e.g. TRACES1,

RASFF2 and Europhyt3 to ensure optimal
exchange of information between MS.
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OCR introduces a common set of rules for controls carried out at
EU borders on animals and goods

Controls (such as documentary, identity and physical checks) will

Izouel)risk-based and carried out with appropriate frequency (Article

The import control system will be more risk-based and targeted.
Hence it will be less burdensome for Competent Authorities and
businesses alike.



.....

The OCR sets out the requirements to be met to designate official
laboratories

Example:

* accurate description of the tasks that can be carried in laboratory,
* the laboratory must have the necessary equipment and expertise,
e accreditation to ISO standards, etc. (Article 37).

Plant health laboratories have been given a 5-year transitional period
to comply with accreditation requirements (article 167(2)).

-(rEhSRCI).C)R provides procedures to establish EU Reference Laboratories
S



Challenges

= Net importers

= Small NPPO

" ‘free’ movement within EU: Xylella fastidiosa
" jsland (200km circumference)

" e commerce

= Globalisation: tourists (c.2.5 million/year)

= Foreign residents

* New updates in EU legislation: Official controls, Border Control
Posts; accreditation of PH labs



Conclusion

= Phytosanitary activities in Malta fall primarily under the Plant
Protection Directorate within the Veterinary and Regulation
Division (VPRD)

=" The Maltese NPPO is continually investing to ensure that it has
the necessary legal framework and infrastructure

* Training and Continuous support/ collaboration are seen to be
an important aspect for continuous development
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