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1 The Fourteenth Technical Consultation (TC) among Regional Plant Protection
Organizations was held 9-13 December 2002 in Marrakech, Morocco. The TC discussed issues
arising from the Thirteenth Technical Consultation as well as the Fourth Session of the ICPM.
Discussions on three of the more important issues are summarized in this paper. A full report has
been made available to the mesting.

Future of methyl bromide for quarantine and preshipment applications

2. The Secretariat provided the TC with a discussion document on the future use of methyl
bromide. The TC noted that there remains alack of suitable alternatives to methyl bromide while
at the same time there are concerns that availability of methyl bromide could be more limited in
the future. The TC suggested that, where appropriate, e ements concerning alternative in-transit
treatments should be integrated into the general standard-setting programme and that points
relating to methyl bromide should be adequately addressed in new I1SPMs. The TC aso suggested
that the ICPM could identify the issues of immediate importance which could be made known to
the Technology and Economic Assessment Pandl of the Montreal Protocol before its next

meeting.

The position of the Technical Consultation in IPPC work programme priorities

3. The TC discussed points raised in the Strategic Planning and Technical Assistance Working

Group (SPTA) regarding the role of the TC with respect to |PPC Work Programme priorities and
the need for the IPPC Secretariat to participate in future meetings. The meeting noted that the TC
can contribute to the work programme of the IPPC, in particular for:
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promoting the development and use of ISPMs;

coordinating phytosanitary expertise especially with respect to the development of
international standards and related explanatory documents,

facilitating the country consultation process for draft ISPMs; and

supporting other objectives of the |PPC work programme as necessary.

4. The meeting also agreed that the continued representation of the IPPC Secretariat inthe TC is
essential to provide coordination between the ICPM, RPPOs and the IPPC Secretariat.

5.

Complexity of language of the ISPMs
The TC discussed problems associated with the practical application of |ISPMs and agreed

that ssimple language should be used in order to facilitate understanding and implementation by a
wider audience. It considered the inclusion of an additional editoria step in the standard-setting
process as inappropriate, and instead:

urges participants in Working Groups, and stewards appointed for each standard, to
ensure that language used in standards is clear and simple;

urges the SC to ensure that language used in draft ISPMs is clear, smple and focused, and
strongly suggests that this is added to the functions of the Standards Committee.

6. The|CPM isinvited to:

A

Note the discussions regarding the need for alternatives to methyl bromide.

Consider the need to communicate concerns to the Technology and Economic
Assessment Panel of the Montreal Protocol.

Note the contributions of the TC can make toward supporting the work programme of
the IPPC.

Recommend the priority to be given to continued annual meetings of the TC and
continued participation of the IPPC Secretariat in future meetings of the TC.

Comment on the recommendations regarding the issue of the complexity of the language
of ISPMs.



