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Note: This topic has not yet been approved by the ICPM but will be submitted to CPM-1 for consideration and possible inclusion in the IPPC standard setting work programme. In anticipation of this approval, this specification is sent out for country consultation in order to obtain country input so that work can begin in 2006. 

Glossary working group to become a technical panel

Background: The Bureau of the ICPM observed that the Glossary Working Group (GWG) functions like a Technical Panel (TP). The Informal Working Group on Strategic Planning and Technical Assistance (SPTA) and ICPM-Standards Committee (SC) agreed with this and recommended that the GWG be transformed into a TP and that it fall under the Terms of references and rules of procedures for Technical Panels. This proposal will be made to the CPM in April 2006. In order to support this proposal, a draft specification for this TP is presented. It mentions some points which are specific to this group (such as the language representation). As this relates to a long standing body, it is suggested that the draft specification for this TP also be presented to the CPM. If the CPM agrees to the Glossary Working Group becoming a TP, a call for nominations will then be made.
At its recent meeting, the GWG updated the Specification for standards No. 1 (Review and updating of the glossary of phytosanitary terms) to reflect the evolution of the GWG work since the specification was approved (2001). The specification below is mostly based on the revised Specification No. 1.
The Glossary Working Group (GWG) was initially set up by the Secretariat in 1994. The present composition of the GWG is M. Katbeh Bader (Arabic language), R. Bast-Tjeerde (English), F. Canale (Spanish), J. Hedley (English), I. M. Smith (French) and X. Yan (Chinese).
DRAFT Specification FOR TECHNICAL PANEL NO. 5

Title: Technical Panel for the Glossary (TPG).
Reason for the Technical Panel: ISPM No. 5 (Glossary of phytosanitary terms) is a reference standard listing harmonized terms, definitions and abbreviations in each of the five FAO languages. It also provides cross-references and includes supplements where necessary to explain the interpretations and applications of certain terms.
The basic reason for the TPG is to have a technical body that is able to review and update the Glossary of phytosanitary terms. Other matters dealing with the expression of technical issues are also referred to this group.

Scope and purpose: The TPG will review phytosanitary terms used in ISPMs and evaluate the need to include a definition in the Glossary of phytosanitary terms. Terms and/or definitions for review may be identified by the CPM, Standards Committee, Technical Panels, Expert Working Groups or the IPPC Secretariat.
The TPG will also deal with other issues associated with the technical language of standards as required by the CPM or Standards Committee.
Tasks: The TPG should:

1. Undertake the ongoing review, revision and updating of the Glossary based on needs identified by the CPM, Standards Committee, Technical Panels, Expert Working Groups or the IPPC Secretariat, or arising from the establishment or amendment of ISPMs. This involves:

-
reviewing proposals for new or revised terms/definitions

-
reviewing ISPMs for consistency of terms and ensuring new and/or revised terms and definitions in existing ISPMs are used consistently
-
formulation of recommendations for the Standards Committee.

2.
Ensure that:

-
terms/definitions are only proposed for and included in the Glossary when needed (i.e. when they differ from common usage, or are very specialized)

-
there is consistency with other terms, formats and past decisions taken

-
potential translation problems are identified.

3.
Undertake those duties assigned to it by the Standards Committee or Secretariat concerning the use of technical language in standards and associated publications. 

4.
Ensure changes to terms are reflected in draft ISPMs by: 

-
reviewing draft standards as they become available

-
suggesting changes before the drafts are approved.
Provision of resources: Funding is provided by the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.
Steward: John Hedley (New Zealand) 
Collaborator: To be determined.
Expertise: The TPG should be a small group of approximately 6 experts meeting annually, or as needed depending on tasks assigned to it. Members should have a broad understanding of phytosanitary systems, represent the 5 FAO languages, and participate on an on-going basis in the work of the panel. Continuity of membership is essential for the effectiveness of the group.

Participants: To be determined.

Approval: Pending approval by CPM in 2006. Specification approved by the Standards Committee (via e-mail) in January 2006 for country consultation.
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