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Note: This topic has not yet been approved by the ICPM but will be submitted to CPM-1 for consideration and possible inclusion in the IPPC standard setting work programme. In anticipation of this approval, this specification is sent out for country consultation in order to obtain country input so that work can begin in 2006. 

Draft Specification

Title: Revision of ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade).
Reason for revision: ICPM 4 (2002) adopted ISPM No. 15 in March, 2002, with a scheduled revision date of 2007. In 2005, the International Workshop on the Practical Application of ISPM No. 15, held in Vancouver, Canada, brought to light several key concerns and misunderstandings relating to the standard, some of which are due to ambiguities and inconsistencies within its text. It appears that such issues may be limiting implementation of the standard. Addressing these problems may encourage more widespread implementation of the standard. Based on this, the IPPC Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine (TPFQ) met in March, 2005, reviewed the outcomes of the workshop, and recommended a series of specific changes to the standard. In addition, during 2005, Contracting Parties to the IPPC submitted proposals for revision and amendment of the standard, citing specific concerns which they felt had not been addressed adequately in the original version of the standard. One proposal sought more guidance relating to non-compliant wood packaging material and more information on the presence of bark and tolerances thereof (in relation to the meeting of the Expert Working Group on debarking that met in June, 2005). Another proposed an appendix offering practical guidance on carrying out safe and effective Methyl Bromide fumigation. Finally, during 2006 the TPFQ will be reviewing the outcomes of the International Forest Quarantine Research Group’s review of technical justification for debarking/bark freedom requirements for wood packaging, and will be able to modify the standard if appropriate.

Scope and purpose:

The scope, purpose, principles, and general format of the existing standard should be maintained in the revised standard, and broadened, if appropriate, to include guidance on preventing re-infestation (or clarified as to whether re-infestation is within the scope). The purpose of this revision is to review and correct ambiguities and inconsistencies identified within the text of the standard, and to make other revisions as appropriate based on new information that may be available on existing treatments, alternative treatments, and pest risks from bark.

Tasks: The expert drafting group should:

· Review information on the pest risks related to bark on wood packaging, and modify the standard as appropriate; 

· Review information on pest risks related to re-infestation of wood packaging, and modify the standard as appropriate;
· Review information on current treatments included in the standard and alternative treatments, and modify the standard as appropriate;

· Review and revise as appropriate parts of the text previously identified as problematic by the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine based on the outcomes of the International Workshop on the Practical Application of ISPM, No. 15 (identified, with proposals for revision, in the report of the TPFQ’s 2005 meeting)

· Review and revise as appropriate existing guidance on non-compliant wood packaging material.

· Ensure that all sections of the draft revised standard are consistent with each other, the New Revised Text of the IPPC and, where appropriate, other ISPMs;

· Ensure that any concepts appearing in annexes are first raised in the main text of the standard;

· Prepare an appendix, if feasible, providing practical guidance for safe and effective Methyl Bromide fumigation to include, as appropriate, consideration of: worker health and safety issues (e.g., gas measuring equipment and methods, aeration exposure limits for affected workers, etc.); minimizing any unnecessary emissions of fumigants to the environment (e.g., issues related to high temperatures, use of leak-proof chambers or containment bubbles, calibration of equipment, recapture, recycling and tracking of fumigant use); quality assurance aspects (e.g., possible bioassay controls in lieu of CxT numbers, heating and air circulation recommendations, pressure tests, etc.).
Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC (FAO) except where expert participation is funded voluntarily by the expert’s government.

Steward: Steward to the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine (Greg Wolff, Canada).

Collaborator: To be determined.

Expertise: This standard should be revised by the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine, with expertise as dictated by Specification for Technical Panels No. 4 (Rev. 1).

Participants: Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine.
Approval: Pending approval by CPM in 2006. Specification approved by the Standards Committee (via e-mail) in January 2006 for country consultation.
References:
· The New Revised text of the International Plant Protection Convention

· Relevant ICPM reports

· ISPM No. 15: Guidelines for Regulating Wood Packaging Material in International Trade
· Report of the International Workshop on the Practical Application of ISPM, No. 15, Vancouver, Canada, 2005

· Reports and discussion documents produced by the IPPC Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine

· Reports of the International Forestry Quarantine Research Group

· Questions and answers resulting from the email discussion forum hosted by IFQRG

· Other relevant documents provided by the IPPC Secretariat, the Standards Committee or the Technical Panel On Forest Quarantine 

· Existing ISPM 15-related national policies and legislation as appropriate.
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