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Draft Specification

Title: Guidelines for pre-inspection and pre-clearance for regulated articles intended for import.

Reason for the standard: The movement of regulated articles in global market is increasing as international markets open. This movement may also result in the spread of regulated pests associated with these regulated articles. Pre-inspection and pre-clearance as part of pre-border activities may:

· reduce the risk of entry of regulated pests at import
· provide for verification of systems approaches
· provide for better risk profiling of consignments

· provide opportunities for capacity building in exporting countries and assisting exporting countries in meeting importing countries appropriate level of protection
· support the exporting country’s inspectors where there are manpower shortages

· enhance trade of certain regulated articles and ensure the appropriate level of protection is as determined by the conduct of pest risk analysis.
Therefore pre-inspection and pre-clearance may allow for ease of movement and release of regulated articles.
Currently countries apply pre-clearance and pre-inspection on a bi-lateral basis and so these differ between countries significantly. The standard will provide a harmonized guidance to the use and implementation of pre-inspection and pre-clearance programs compatible with international trade agreements.

Scope and purpose: The standard should provide trade enhancing measures and guidance to trading partners and set a framework to establish pre-inspection and pre-clearance programs where it is justified. 
Tasks: The expert working group (EWG) should develop a standard that will:

1. Provide criteria which may be used in the establishment of pre-inspection and pre-clearance programs.
2. Provide for requirements for the implementation of phytosanitary principles such as transparency, non discrimination and equivalence.

3. Provide for essential procedures required to ensure compliance of the phytosanitary measures of the importing country.
4. Identify the legal framework that would be required for the establishment, adoption, maintenance and phasing-out of pre-inspection and pre-clearance programs.
5. Identify the roles and responsibilities of stakeholders (NPPO’s, importers and exporters).
Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC (FAO) except where expert participation is funded voluntarily by the expert’s government.

Steward: Mike Holtzhausen (South Africa)

Collaborator: To be determined.

Expertise: A working group of 5 to 7 experts with experience in establishment, implementation and maintenance of pre-inspection and pre-clearance programs.

Participants: To be determined. 

Approval: Introduced into the work program by ICPM-7 (2005). Specification approved by the Standards Committee (via e-mail) in January 2006 for country consultation.
References: Relevant ISPMs and other documents. 
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