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DRAFT SPECIFICATION FOR MEMBER CONSULTATION

Title: International movement of seeds of forest tree species
Reason for the standard: Tree seed is traded internationally both for forestry or ornamental uses. Although the economic value, as well as the total weight of exported seed, is comparatively low the potential for widespread geographic distribution of plants grown from tree seed is high. For example, hundreds of thousands trees can be produced from a very few kilograms seed of spruce or pine species. Several quarantine pests can be transmitted by tree seed, e.g., Fusarium circinatum, Sphaeropsis sapinea, Sirococcus conigenus, Cryphonectria parasitica, Sirococcus clavigignenti-juglandacearum. In contrast to the situation regarding agricultural seed, where in several cases a test for contamination with pathogens is widely recommended, tree seed is usually only tested for quality-based parameters, e.g., for purity, germination capacity, etc., according to the International Seed testing Association (ISTA) rules. Phytosanitary-based testing of seed is not required under existing international standards, therefore there is a lack in the appropriate international guidance on managing phytosanitary risks related to the movement of seed of forest tree species.

Since several important forest tree diseases are seed-borne, the movement of infested seed of forest tree species poses a great risk for the long distance spread of pathogens. Some NPPOs have already established specific requirements for treatment, origin-based restrictions, and associated certification of seed related to the species, to prevent introduction of such pests and diseases. The proposed standard is intended to harmonize phytosanitary requirements and describe approved measures that will significantly reduce the risk of the spread of the regulated pests.

Scope and purpose: This standard would apply to seed of forestry species with an intended end use of propagation either for commercial forestry or for ornamental purposes. This standard should provide guidelines and technical advice for reducing phytosanitary risks via application of phytosanitary measures that may be applied at seed harvest, seed extraction, and incorporating provisions for seed testing and seed storage, including specific requirements concerning seed health. The provisions of the standard should be aimed at reducing the risk of spread of seed borne or seed-transmissible pests.

Tasks: The expert drafting group should consider and describe:

1. recommendations concerning seed harvest in specific areas, e.g., possible requirements to carry out the harvest only in pest free areas, if applicable, for certain seed/disease combinations;

2. methods for seed harvesting (e.g., to avoid contamination with soil-borne organisms);

3. methods of seed extraction and purification to prevent building up of organisms during processing;

4. categories of laboratory methods of seed testing to detect various seed-borne or seed transmittable diseases and pests (individual diagnostic protocols are developed by the Technical Panel on Diagnostic Protocols);

5. methods for tree seed storage to prevent infection or infestation;

6. categories of phytosanitary seed treatments (specific treatments are evaluated and presented for adoption as part of ISPM No, 28 by the Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments);

7. recommendations, as appropriate, for basic phytosanitary certification criteria and related description of the seed lot regarding, e.g., origin, year of harvest, climate zone, treatment, storage, etc.;

8. suitable methods of packaging, if appropriate.

Provision of resources: Funding for the meeting is provided by the IPPC Secretariat (FAO). As recommended by ICPM-2 (1999), whenever possible, those participating in standard setting activities voluntarily fund their travel and subsistence to attend meetings. Participants may request financial assistance, with the understanding that resources are limited and the priority for financial assistance is given to developing country participants.

Steward: Greg Wolff, Steward for the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine.

Collaborator: To be determined.

Expertise: Expertise on forest crop protection as contained in the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine.

Participants: Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine.

Approval: Added to the work programme of the TPFQ by the Standards Committee in November 2006. Specification approved for member consultation by the Standards Committee in November 2007.

References: The IPPC (1997), various standards and international agreements as may be applicable to the tasks, discussion papers submitted in relation to this work.

Discussion papers: Participants and interested parties are encouraged to submit discussion papers to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org) for consideration by the expert drafting group.
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