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DRAFT SPECIFICATION
Title for the standard

Framework for national phytosanitary inspection procedures.

Reason for the ISPM

Internationally agreed inspection guidelines will help to harmonize how countries carry out phytosanitary inspection activities for exported and imported plants, plant products and other regulated articles moving in international trade. 

Scope and purpose
Guidelines are needed for countries to develop their inspection manuals. This standard will provide general guidance on phytosanitary inspection procedures to be used by NPPOs in developing guidelines on appropriate phytosanitary inspections on plants, plant products and other regulated articles moving in international trade.
Tasks
The expert working group (EWG) should:

consider inspection manuals currently in use by NPPOs and RPPOs and based on review, identify the most appropriate format for the general procedures and conditions for phytosanitary inspection

(1) develop a broad outline for the inspection process for general categories of inspections such as those of plants (cuttings, potted, seeds etc.), plant products (fruits and vegetables, grains, root crops, cut flowers and foliage etc.) and other regulated articles (containers, ships, warehouses etc.)

(2) consider using templates for each general category, containing generic procedures, brief and to the point, with decision tables or flow charts if necessary

(3) consider extending general inspection guidelines based on each category identified in the templates to include subcategories (e.g. for fruits and vegetables, include subcategories for botanical fruits, leafy vegetables, root crops), and target pests inspection procedures (e.g. for internal, external feeders, mites, hitchhikers) and the appropriate format of presentation

(4) list equipment, facilities and other inspection support (e.g. identification keys, reference specimens) that may be needed.

(5) briefly describe actions to take during and after inspection, such as documentation and safeguarding of infested material

(6) identify methods for preserving pests or plant material and submitting such material for diagnosis

consider whether the new draft standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment, and if so, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.
Provision of resources
Funding for the meeting is provided by the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government. As recommended by ICPM-2 (1999), whenever possible, those participating in standard setting activities voluntarily fund their travel and subsistence to attend meetings. Participants may request financial assistance, with the understanding that resources are limited and the priority for financial assistance is given to developing country participants.
Expertise
Five to seven experts in phytosanitary inspection including at least one person with experience in the development of phytosanitary inspection manuals.
References
ISPM 20. 2004. Guidelines for a phytosanitary import regulatory system. Rome, IPPC, FAO.
ISPM 23. 2005. Guidelines for inspection. Rome, IPPC, FAO.
ISPM 27. 2006. Diagnostic protocols for regulated pests. Rome, IPPC, FAO.
ISPM 31. 2008. Methodologies for sampling consignments. Rome, IPPC, FAO.
Manuals currently in use by NPPOs and RPPOs.
Discussion papers

Participants and interested parties are encouraged to submit proposals for components of this draft or any other relevant discussion paper.
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