
Specification No. 21 

Title: Guidelines for regulating potato micropropagation material and minitubers in international trade

Reason for the standard: Internationally, there are large numbers of pests associated with potato propagative material. Since potato minitubers and micropropagation material are intended for use in vegetative propagation, the risk of spreading pests is increased. Certain micropropagation processes can free propagative material from pests and therefore can be used as the basis for importing healthy material. Consequently, the export certification of such material is important and its basis may be harmonized.
Scope and purpose: This commodity standard describes phytosanitary measures to reduce the risks of regulated pests being associated with potato micropropagation material and minitubers in international trade. 

Potato commodities and crops may be affected by a great number of plant pests, including many which cannot be detected by inspection. Moreover, many categories of potato are moved internationally, including ware potatoes, starch potatoes, different classes of seed potatoes and in vitro propagation material. This standard should focus on phytosanitary requirements that may be applied to movement of potato micropropagation material and minitubers.
Tasks:

1. Consider existing ISPMs, regional standards and other relevant documents produced by international organizations (see under references). Relevant import requirements or export certification schemes of individual countries may also be considered.
2.  Describe what constitutes minitubers and micropropagation material.
3.  Identify the pest risks that may be associated with minitubers and micropropagation material.
4.  Consider the risk mitigation aspects of micropropagation techniques used for potato.
5.  Provide guidance on phytosanitary measures for potato micropropagation material and minitubers relevant for risk mitigation in international trade, including measures that may be applied by exporting countries and measures applied at or following import.
6.  Consider listing relevant pests.
7.  Where appropriate, inform the Standards Committee on any points to be considered for the future development of related standards or any issues that may arise in implementing the standard.
Provision of resources: Funding is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.

Proposed work programme: To be determined.
Steward: Greg Wolff
Collaborators: To be determined.
Expertise: 5-7 participants comprised primarily of potato experts, and to include practical expertise in phytosanitary measures and/or phytosanitary export certification.

Participants: To be determined.
Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its Sixth Session in 2004, specification approved by the Standards Committee, April 2004.

References:

ISPM No. 4 (Requirements for the establishment of pest free areas); ISPM No. 7 (Export certification system);  ISPM No. 10 (Requirements for the establishment of pest free places of production and pest free production sites); ISPM No. 12 (Guidelines for phytosanitary certificates); ISPM No. 14 (The use of integrated measures in a systems approach for pest risk management); ISPM No. 16 (Regulated non-quarantine pests: concept and application); ISPM No. 19 (Guidelines on lists of regulated pests); ISPM No. 20 (Guidelines for an import regulatory system); ISPM No. 21 (Pest risk analysis for regulated non-quarantine pests); NAPPO RSPM No. 3 (Requirements for importation of potatoes into a NAPPO member country); EPPO Standards: Certification scheme for seed potatoes (PM 4/28 (1)); Potato viruses (non-European) and potato spindle tuber (Inspection and test methods) (PM 3/21 (1); UN/ECE Standard for Seed Potatoes (S-1), 2001.
Relevant parts of import requirements for Solanum tuberosum of individual countries or national certification schemes operated by individual countries.

