Specification No. 20 

Title: Guidelines on sampling of consignments. 
Reason for the standard: Sampling is an important component of inspection. A standard is needed to provide guidelines in order to adequately and consistently sample consignments being inspected. The draft standard on Guidelines for inspection of consignments only contains basic information on sampling. However more information and guidance is required on the principles and statistical aspects of sampling. 
Scope and purpose: This standard provides guidelines on sampling for import, export and transit of consignments.

Tasks:

1. Consider the draft standard on Guidelines for inspection of consignments in order to provide guidance on  sampling, in particular on:
· sampling for inspection or testing

· detection threshold

· lot size

· confidence level

· sample size

· statistical relationship

· inspection design

· inspection intensity

· sampling intensity
· selection of sampling method and design.
2. Consider where appropriate inclusion of statistics and statistical tables.
3. Provide guidance as appropriate on the following:

· sampling for audit, information gathering purposes, release or certification of a shipment
· format for sampling rate tables for different commodities to be developed and added to this standard in the future
· use of flowcharts/decision tables.
4. Consider the need for:

· the inclusion of worksheets to determine the sample based on lot size, sample size, sampling intensity and sampling design
· development of further guidelines for sampling of consignments for testing.
Provision of resources: To be determined. 

Proposed work programme: To be determined.
Steward: David Porritt
Collaborators: To be determined.
Expertise: A working group of 5-7 experts having familiarity with phytosanitary systems, ISPMs, sampling and inspection methodology.

Participants: To be determined.
Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its sixth session, April 2004. Specification approved by the Standards Committee, April 2004.
References: The draft standard on inspection methodology as presented to the SC in April 2004 (especially the deleted sections), and the draft sent for country consultation in 2004. Others to be determined.
