Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2004

Draft ISPM: GUIDELINES FOR THE EXPORT, SHIPMENT, IMPORT AND RELEASE OF BIOLOGICAL
CONTROL AGENTS AND BENEFICIAL ORGANISMS (revision ISPM No. 3)
Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee

	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	India
	Technical
	
	This standard provides guidelines for the export, shipment, import and release of biological control agents and beneficial organisms. The structure of revised standard follows the same as that of the original ISPM No. 3. The text requires reformatting as suggested earlier so as to give more clarity to the standard.  The subsections on ‘background’ and ‘purpose of the standard’ may be moved to ‘introduction’ section of the standard
	

	Specific comments
	
	
	
	
	

	TITLE OF THE DRAFT
	India
	Technical
	
	Guidelines for export, import and release of biological control agents and beneficial organisms
	Clarity and concise

	INTRODUCTION
	
	
	
	
	

	SCOPE 
	India
	Technical
	
	The use of word ‘phytophagous organism’ requires to be defined. 

The scope of the standard should exclude those packaged or formulated as commercial products (i.e. biological pesticides) as the same are usually covered under pesticide regulations and the same require product registration.
	

	REFERENCES 
	
	
	
	
	

	DEFINITIONS 
	
	
	
	Additional definitions ‘hyper parasite’, ‘phytophagous organism’, ‘ target and non-target organisms’ and ‘contaminant’ require to be incorporated. The definition ‘host range’ is requires to be modified.  


	To improve clarity

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS 
	
	
	
	The outline of requirements reworded as follows: -

‘This standard is intended to facilitate the safe export, shipment, import and release of biological control agents and beneficial organisms. This standard prescribes the responsibilities of contracting parties NPPOs, importers and exporters on risk management related to the export, shipment, import and release of biological control agents and beneficial organisms. 

The NPPO of importing contracting party should carry out pest risk analysis of intended import of biological control agents and beneficial organisms prior to allowing the import and before recommending for inundative release; ensure to hold them under containment facilities, while under quarantine testing before granting clearance for release into the environment; and maintain appropriate records relevant to import and release of biological control agents and beneficial organisms. 

The NPPO of exporting contracting party should ensure that the regulations of importing country are complied with, while certifying for exports; and provide appropriate documentation requirements relevant to the export inspection, certification and shipment.

The exporter must ensure that the consignment of biological control agents and beneficial organisms exported are complied with regulations of importing country; securely packed and appropriately labeled prior to export; providing appropriate documentation related to export of specific biological control agents and beneficial organisms and relevant information to facilitate carrying out pest risk analysis. The importer must ensure to provide appropriate documentation and relevant information related to import of specific biological control agents and beneficial organisms.

	To improve clarity and make it comprehensive.

	REQUIREMENTS
	                                            
	
	
	
	

	1. Background
	India
	Technical
	
	The ‘background’ to be moved to Introduction Section.


	Consistency

	2. Purpose of the Standard 
	India
	Technical
	
	The ‘Purpose of the standard’ to be moved to Introduction Section
	Consistency

	3. Designation of responsible authority 
	India
	Technical
	
	Modified as ‘Contracting parties and Designation of Responsible Authority’
	Clarity

	3.1 Contracting parties 
	India
	Technical
	Para 2
	The word ‘may’ be changed to ‘should’. 
	Language correction

	3.2 NPPOs responsibilities 
	India
	Technical
	
	The title should be changed to ‘NPPOs Responsibilities (General)’.
	Clarity

	4. Responsibilities of a contracting party or, where appropriate, its NPPO prior to import
	India
	Technical
	
	The title should be changed to ‘Requirements of Pest Risk Analysis’
	To improve clarity and remove ambiguity

	4.1 Responsibilities of the importing contracting party 
	India
	Technical

Editorial

Technical
	4.1.6.

4.1.8


	The title should be reworded as ‘Responsibilities of NPPO of importing contracting party’. The sub-section should be modified as 3.2.1 and shifted to Section 3.2.

‘Can be’ replace by ‘may be’

Requires rewording to consider the requirement of PRA in first instance only and no exemption from other import requirements.


	Language correction.

Clarity and consistency

Language correction

To improve clarity and remove ambiguity.

	4.2 Responsibilities of the authority of an exporting country 
	India
	Technical
	
	The title should be changed to ‘Responsibilities of NPPO of an exporting contracting party’. The sub section should be modified as 3.2.2 and shifted to Section 3.2.
	Clarity and consistency

	5. Documentary Responsibilities of importer prior to import 
	India
	Technical
	
	The title should be reworded as ‘Responsibilities of Importer’
	Clarity and consistency

	5.1 General documentary requirements 
	India
	Technical
	5.1.4.
	Delete ‘It is recommended that’.

The word ‘competitor’ requires to be defined. 
	Clarity

	5.2 Documentary requirements related to the country of export
	India
	Technical
	5.2.4.
	Delete ‘It is recommended that’.

The word ‘contaminant’ requires to be defined.
	Clarity

	5.3 Documentary requirements related to potential hazards and emergency actions 
	India
	Technical
	
	Delete ‘It is recommended that’.


	Clarity

	5.4 Documentary requirements related to research in quarantine
	India
	Technical
	
	The word ‘security of facilities’ should be replaced with ‘containment facilities’.
	Clarity

	6. Responsibilities of exporter prior to export
	India
	Technical
	
	The title should be reworded as ‘Responsibilities of Exporter’
	Clarity and consistency

	6.1 General responsibilities of the exporter
	India
	Technical
	 Para 6.1.4.
	Replace ‘organism’ with ‘insects’
	Clarity

	6.2 Responsibilities of the exporter of biopesticides and organisms intended for use for inundative release for phytosanitary purposes 
	India
	Technical
	
	The title should be reworded as ‘Responsibilities of the exporter of biological control agents and beneficial organisms intended for inundative release’.

The use of word ‘phytosanitary purposes’ is not defined and therefore requires to be deleted.
	 Clarity and consistency with the scope of standard as revised.

Clarity

	7. Responsibilities of the NPPO of the importing country upon import 
	
	
	
	
	

	7.1 Inspection 
	
	
	
	
	

	7.2 Quarantine 
	
	
	
	
	

	7.3 Release 
	India
	Editorial
	
	‘should’  be replaced by ‘may’.
	Language correction

	8. Responsibilities of NPPO before and upon Release 
	
	
	
	
	

	8.1 Monitoring and evaluation 
	India
	Technical
	
	The use of words ‘target and non-target organisms’ require to be defined.

The word ‘biological control agents or’ should be deleted and ‘(eg. sterile insects)’ should be moved after ‘beneficial organisms’
	Clarity

‘sterile insect’ is not an example of ‘biological control agent’.

	8.2 Corrective action 
	India
	Technical
	
	The use of word ‘unexpected deleterious incidents’ should be clarified. 

Replace ‘measures’ by ‘phytosanitary measures’.
	Clarity

Clarity

	8.3 Communication 
	
	
	
	
	

	8.4 Reporting 
	
	
	
	
	

	9 Release
	India
	Technical
	
	The use of word ‘official requirement’ requires to be clarified. 
	Clarity


