Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2004

Draft ISPM: Guidelines for inspection of consignments

Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee

	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	India
	
	
	The objectives and purpose of this standard is not clear. The standard should clearly reflect the requirements of inspection system, responsibilities of inspectors, qualification & skill of inspectors, requirements of audit checks of inspections and reporting. This standard requires redrafting after taking into account the exact purpose of standard and the objectives required to be achieved.
	Consensus arrived at APPPC regional meeting held at Bangkok in August 2004 for drafting of specifications for developing of standard with changed title namely ‘Guidelines for inspection system’ and link it with the standard on ‘Sampling Methodology’ under development. 

	Specific comments
	
	
	
	
	

	TITLE OF THE DRAFT
	India
	Technical
	
	Change title to ‘Guidelines for Inspection System’
	To provide clarity as inspection requires a range of activities performed in systematic manner by qualified and skilled inspectors.

	INTRODUCTION
	
	
	
	
	

	SCOPE 
	India
	Technical
	
	This standard describes the guidelines for inspection system for regulating the international movement of consignments of plants, plant products and other regulated articles so as to determine if pests are present and/or to determine non-compliance with phytosanitary regulations based on visual examination.
	To improve the clarity and widening the scope of the standard. The scope of the standard extended to cover inspection of transit consignments and pre-shipment inspections, where required.

	REFERENCES
	India
	
	
	
	

	DEFINITIONS
	India
	Technical
	
	 The definition of ‘visual inspection’ should  be changed to ‘visual examination’.

The definition of ‘detection thresh hold’ should specify method for determination of detection thresh hold level of a pest.


	The use of term ‘visual inspection’ is outside scope of this standard.

The detection thresh hold level of pest depend upon the method employed.

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS
	India
	Technical
	
	National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOs) have a responsibility under IPPC to ensure that the consignments of plants, plant products and other regulated articles moving in international trade and traffic are inspected for compliance with phytosanitary requirements and to determine free from regulated pests. 

The purpose of inspection is to verify the consignments for their phytosanitary integrity by reviewing the associated documents and to check compliance with phytosanitary requirements and to carry out visual examination for pests including sampling of consignment for further laboratory testing, if required.

This standard outlines the requirements of inspection including sampling based on specific objectives and relates it to the possibility of detection of specified pest for determination of appropriate phytosanitary action. 
	Clarity and concise.

	REQUIREMENTS
	
	
	
	
	

	1. General Requirements
	
	
	
	
	

	1.1 Inspection of consignments
	India
	Technical
	Para 1.1.
	The sub-title should be replaced by ‘Requirements of Inspection Process’. 

The subsection requires rewording as follows:

‘The inspection process, which is common to imports or exports of plants, plant products and other regulated articles, is to determine phytosanitary status of consignment. The various steps involved in the import inspection process and export process are presented in Figure 2 & 3 annexed to the standard. The inspection required to be performed by appropriate authorities designated by the NPPO. The inspection activities include verification of documentation, checking of consignment integrity and phytosanitary inspection to determine the presence of pest or non-compliance with phytosanitary regulations of importing contracting party.’ 


	To improve clarity.



	1.2 Responsibility for inspection
	India
	Technical

Editorial


	Line 2

Line 3
	The subtitle  ‘Responsibility for inspection’ should be reworded as  ‘Responsibility of NPPOs for inspection’.

The word ‘assure’ should be replaced with ‘ensure’

The words  ‘for either import or export’ should be reworded as  ‘either on import or for export’. The second sentence require clarification 
	Reworded in line with provisions of Article-IV of IPPC.

	1.3 Inspectors
	India
	Technical


	
	‘Abilities & Responsibilities of Inspectors’ should replace the subtitle ‘Inspectors’. 


	To improve clarity

	1.4 Inspection objectives and assumptions
	India
	Technical
	Para 1

Para 1

Para 1

Para 2

Para 2

Para 4

Para 5

Para 6

Para 7

Para 8 and 9
	The sub title  ‘Inspection objectives and assumptions’ should be replaced by  ‘Inspection objectives and sampling parameters’.  

The word ‘phytosanitary measure’ should be replaced by ‘phytosanitary procedure’.

 The word ‘tolerance’ does not find place in definition and terms of the standard. 

The word ‘requirement’ should be replaced by ‘regulations’. 

The word ‘phytosanitary guarantee’ should be replaced by ‘ensure’. 

The word ‘phytosanitary requirements’ requires definition.

The word ‘original’ should be deleted before ‘inspection’.

The word ‘inspections for audit’ should be replaced by ‘audit inspections’. 

Requires to be reworded. 

The word ‘phytosanitary condition of consignment’ requires definition.

Requires to be deleted as separate guidelines are being developed on sampling. 


	To improve clarity and remove ambiguity.

	1.4.1 Probability of pests being undetected
	India
	Technical
	
	Delete the text from third sentence onwards as the same found confusing. What is meant by a tolerance equivalent to detection thresh hold? . This section could be merged with 1.4.
	To remove ambiguity and improve clarity

	1.5 Other factors
	India
	Technical
	
	‘phytosanitary measure’  replaced by ‘phytosanitary procedure’ and ‘phytosanitary requirements’ replaced by ‘phytosanitary regulations’ .
	Inspection is not a phytosanitary measure.  The word ‘phytosanitary requirements’ is not defined.

	1.6 The relationship of pest risk analysis to inspection
	India
	Technical
	
	The sub title  ‘The relationship of pest risk analysis to inspection’ should be reworded as ‘Inspection in relation to pest risk analysis’. 

The word ‘phytosanitary requirements’ requires to be defined
	Clarity and concise

	2. Technical Requirements
	
	
	
	
	

	2.1 Review of documents associated with the consignment
	India
	Technical
	
	Include in the list ‘certificate of origin’ .
	Documentation requirement for re-export consignments

	2.2 Checking consignment integrity
	India
	Technical
	
	The subtitle  ‘Checking consignment integrity’ should be reworded as  ‘Checking consignment for phytosanitary integrity’.
	To improve clarity

	2.3 Phytosanitary inspection of the consignment
	India
	Technical
	
	The objective of including this subsection is not very clear. What is ‘phytosanitary inspection’?
	Lack of clarity.

	2.3.1 Checking for phytosanitary compliance
	India
	Technical
	
	Delete the word ‘phytosanitary’ appearing before ‘compliance’
	Lack of clarity

	2.3.2 Visual inspection for pests and/or sampling for testing
	India
	Technical
	Sub-title

Para 1

Para 2

Para 3
	Replace ‘ visual inspection’ with ‘visual examination’.

Delete the words ‘if it exceeds some predetermined level (detection threshold)’

Requires rewording. What is meant by phytosanitary requirements? The relation between detection thresh hold and phytosanitary requirements is not clear.

Delete the text from second sentence onwards 


	Clarity and concise

	2.4 Inspection technique
	India
	
	Para 1

Para 3
	Delete the text from second sentence onwards. 

Delete the text from second sentence onwards


	Clarity and concise

	2.5 Inspection outcome
	India
	
	Para 1

Para 2
	The sub-title should be reworded as ‘Reporting of Inspection’

The word ‘phytosanitary integrity’ requires to be defined.

The word ‘phytosanitary status’ requires to be defined. Delete third sentence. 

 
	Clarity and concise

	2.6 Review of inspection programmes
	India
	Technical
	
	Reword the text as follows:

NPPOs should conduct periodic reviews of inspection programmes to ensure that programmes are technically sound after taking into account previous incidence records.


	To improve clarity

	2.7 Transparency
	India
	Technical
	
	The words ‘phytosanitary aspects of commodity’ requires to be defined or second sentence needs to be deleted. The word ‘reported’ should be replaced by ‘notified’.  The words ‘ or at least upon official request’ to be deleted
	To provide clarity

	Figure 1: Relationship of pest risk analysis to inspection
	India
	
	
	To be deleted
	No purpose is served.

	Figure 2: Import inspection process
	India
	
	
	Delete the word ‘phytosanitary’ appearing before ‘inspection’ and ‘compliance’ in the text boxes. Delete the words ‘General inspection’ and  ‘use specific detection thresh hold’
	To improve clarity

	Figure 3: Export inspection process 
	India
	
	
	Delete ‘general inspection text box and ‘[specified and other]’
	To improve clarity


