Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2004

Draft ISPM: Guidelines for consignments in transit

Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee

	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	India
	
	
	This standard describes guidelines for regulating the transit of consignments of plants/plant products and other articles in international trade with a view to mitigate the risk and without causing disruption to trade. Further this standard provides guidelines by which NPPO of the country of transit identifies the phytosanitary risks associated with the transit consignment and their management.  The scope of the standard requires to be reworded. Additional definitions require to be incorporated. The outline of requirements to be further improved. The background should be concise and moved to introduction section.
	

	Specific comments
	
	
	
	
	

	TITLE OF THE DRAFT
	India
	Technical
	
	Guidelines for regulating consignments in transit
	Gives more clarity and concise

	INTRODUCTION
	
	
	
	
	

	SCOPE 
	India
	Technical
	
	This standard describes the guidelines for regulating the transit of consignments of plants/plant products and other regulated articles through a country under procedures least restrictive to trade while appropriately managing the phytosanitary risk.
	Gives more clarity and concise

	REFERENCES
	India
	-
	              -
	-
	-

	DEFINITIONS
	India
	Technical
	
	Additional definitions viz., ‘commodity’ ‘country (of transit)’, ‘country (of origin)’, ‘country (of export)’, ‘phytosanitary risk’, ‘emergency measures’, ‘transit permit’ and ‘phytosanitary integrity’ require to be incorporated.
	Clarity to the standard

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS
	India


	Technical
	
	Requires rewording. What is low phytosanitary risk? Clarification required 


	To improve clarity

	REQUIREMENTS
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Background
	India
	Technical
	Para 2
	Reworded as follows:

‘The consignments in transit are generally subject to customs control and pass through and leave the country in entirety, while remaining enclosed or without being split-up or combined with other consignments or having their package changed. They may move with out special phytosanitary measures, if they are transported in sealed containers. The customs procedures adequately ensures the integrity and security of the consignment,’
	To improve clarity

	2. Phytosanitary Risk Assessment for the Country of Transit
	India
	Technical
	
	The title may be reworded as ‘Phytosanitary Risk Assessment of Transit System’.


	The title is confusing

	2.1. Information required for hazard identification
	India
	Technical
	
	The title may be reworded as ‘information required for phytosanitary hazard identification’.

The use of word ‘phytosanitary hazard’ requires to be defined.
	Clarity

	2.2 Information required for risk categorization
	India
	Technical
	
	The title may be reworded as ‘Information required for phytosanitary risk categorisation’.

The use of word ‘ phytosanitary risk’ requires to be defined. Additional bullet points viz. type of pest risk in commodity. Historical information related to transit. 
	Clarity and concise

	2.3 Phytosanitary risk classification of consignments in transit
	
	
	
	May be merged with 2.2.
	Clarity

	3. Phytosanitary Risk Management for Consignments 
	
	
	
	
	

	3.1 Transit under Customs procedures alone
	
	
	
	
	

	3.2 Transit with phytosanitary measures in addition to Customs procedures
	
	
	
	
	

	3.3 Prohibition of transit
	
	
	
	
	

	3.4 Rejection from transit procedures
	India
	Technical
	
	The title should be reworded as ‘Rejection of allowing transit’ 
	To provide clarity

	4. Responsibilities
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1 Responsibility of national government
	India
	Technical
	
	The title should be reworded as ‘Responsibility of Contracting Parties’

The word ‘national government’ should be replaced by ‘contracting parties’.
	Clarity and consistency

	4.2 Responsibility for consignments transiting a country
	India
	Technical
	
	The title should be reworded as ‘Responsibility of NPPO and other agencies of country of transit’.
	Clarity and consistency

	5. Emergency Measures for Transit
	India
	Technical
	
	Reworded as ‘ Emergency Measures for  transit system’. 

Delete the word ‘accident’ and incorporate ‘in case of loss of integrity of consignment’ in its place.. 
	Clarity

	6. Resources
	India
	Technical
	
	The word ‘phytosanitary purpose’ is requires to be deifined.
	Clarity

	7. Phytosanitary Risks for Importing Country Arising from Transit
	India
	Technical
	Para 2

Para 3
	Title reworded as ‘Certification of change in phytosanitary status of consignment (in transit)’. 

To be reworded in line with the provisions of 3.3 of ISPM.12.Guidelines for Phytosanitary Certificates.

 To be shifted to Section 8. The word ‘communicated’ replaced by ‘notified’.


	Clairity

Linkage with ISPM.12.

Not Relevant.

	8. Cooperation and Communication
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Non-discrimination
	India
	Technical
	
	Delete last sentence
	

	10. Review 
	
	
	
	
	

	11. Documentation
	India
	Technical
	
	‘National systems for consignments in transit’ should be reworded as ‘transit system’

‘other countries and interested parties on request’ should be reworded as ‘contracting parties’.
	Clarity and consistency


