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Summary: 

The reporting officer attended this meeting on behalf of the IPPC Secretariat. The purpose of the meeting was to formulate a new draft of international standards for Guidelines on formatting / drafting pest and commodity specific ISPMs (specification No. 25 and 26). The meeting was assisted by FAO-Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific and hosted in Grand China Princess Hotel.
The expert group included the following phytosanitary experts:

Mr. Alexandre Moreira Palma (Brazil);
Mr. John McDonald (Canada);
Mr. John Hedley (New Zealand- Steward and Chair);
Mr. Yongfan Piao (Thailand); and
Ms. Beatriz Melchö Ariztia (Uruguay)
Mr. Hedley opened the meeting by introducing himself and welcoming everyone then turned it over to Mr. Abuelnaga who welcomed the experts and presented a speech on behalf of the IPPC Secretariat. He explained the roles of the Steward, the chair and the Secretariat and then turned the meeting over to Mr. Hedley.
Mr. Hedley was selected by the group as the Chair. He explained the specification for these draft standards, outlining the tasks that the EWG would need to undertake in the next few days.
The meeting then moved into open discussion.  Important points were recorded on a flip chart and would later be incorporated into the draft standards as it was developed.
Discussions on the draft standard for pest datasheets:

The EWG decided to use EPPO-CABI data sheets as model for drafting this standard. 

There was considerable discussion on the subject of hosts.  With some hosts, the degree of host status, for example -- primary host, secondary host, occasional host, conditional host, is important. 

Some members of the group expressed concern that information regarding geographic distribution should always be supplied by NPPOs. Some form of contact with NPPOs will be required to obtain this information. The group also preferred using the term Bio-ecology instead of using Biology. At the end it was agreed to use the term biology.  In this section and others, the issue of strains of a pest was noted.
The group decided after considerable discussion that the key standards on diagnosis should be part of a pest specific datasheet standard as Annex.  It was felt that the diagnostic protocols should be associated with each pest datasheet.

The group also used the term Pathways instead of Means of movement and the dispersal, as used by EPPO-CABI.  The first sub-section of the section on pest significance was entitled Economic/environmental impact.  It was felt appropriate that the significance of pests in the environment be stressed.

It was emphasised in the guidelines regarding Phytosanitary measures, that such measures be only applied to regulated pests. Phytosanitary measures should be limited to information on the range of measures used by contracting parties. This would be obtained by the Secretariat investigation of a sample of countries.

The group decided that other specific standards relating to a pest should not be included as an Annex in the pest datasheet but just be referred to somewhere in the datasheet. After some discussion, the group agreed that the pest datasheets should be limited to pests that are regulated in one or more country. This would restrict the development of datasheets to those pests of concern to NPPOs.

Regarding dissemination the group decided on the use of hardcopy form and website as well. With the need for the pest datasheets to be up-to-date, the website is the obvious preference for making information available. It was suggested that the IPP should provide a separate section related to pest datasheets only.

The EWG suggested that the datasheets be updated annually or when new information arises. It was suggested that ICPM develop a general policy and process for conducting and documenting such reviews.

Discussions on the draft standard commodity specific standards: 

The group agreed that commodity standards would consist of two lists – the regulated pests associated with the commodity and the phytosanitary measures used by contracting parties.

The group discussed the means of obtaining the information for both of these lists – of pests and phytosanitary measures – and decided to recommend that the information be obtained from NPPOs directly. This could be done by some sort of survey or provision of the information by NPPOs to the IPP. With this group of standards as with the pest specific datasheets, it was felt that a Technical Panel would be needed to oversee the production of commodity specific standards.

After some consideration, the group felt that the benefits of grouping commodities might be limited. The draft standard outlines some options.

RECOMMENDATIONS by the EWG:
· Technical Panels (TPs) to be set up to oversee the development of pest datasheets (PDS) and Commodity Specific Standards (CSS).

· The ICPM obtains the information necessary for pest datasheets and/or commodity specific standard from NPPOs on the following:

· status of specified pests in a country, 

· regulated pests on specified commodities, 

· phytosanitary measures used on the specified commodities, 


For the latter 2 points it is suggested that appropriate procedures be developed 
using a pilot study.
· The IPP provide specific areas for pest datasheets and commodity specific standard.

· The ICPM considers developing a system for the addition of provisional amendment to pest datasheets before submission and approval by the ICPM in regard to this amendment.

· The ICPM considers defining the use of terms such as Revision, Review and updating of standards and develop a general policy for conducting and documenting these procedures.

· The TP for CSS considers ways to organize the information concerning phytosanitary measures and pest on the commodities using different arrangements of these keywords.

· The ICPM recognize the significant resources that would be required to develop and maintain the pest datasheets and commodity specific standards, considering the potential number of these that would be required.

The group was generally satisfied with the drafts and it was decided that recommendations on definitions from the glossary working group would be incorporated as appropriate.

The reporting officer thanked FAO Regional Office for assisting with local arrangements and providing logistical support to the meeting.  The experts are commended for their professionalism and cooperation.

Hesham A. Abuelnaga
11 March, 2005
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