Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2005

Draft ISPM: diagnostic protocols for regulated pests
Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee

Please make sure that the cell "country name" is filled for each row of comments

ALL COMMENTS IN SQUARE BRACKETS ARE INCORPORATED IN THE REGIONAL COMMENTS FROM THE ENGLISH SPEAKING AFRICAN COUNTRIES

	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	South Africa
	
	
	In general the document is user friendly, technically sound and comprehensive.
	

	REFERENCES 
	South Africa
	Technical
	References
	Add:

· [Guidelines for pest eradication programmes, 1998. ISPM No. 9. FAO, Rome]
· [Glossary of phytosanitary terms, 2002. ISPM No. 5, FAO, Rome]
	Referred to in the text and not listed under “References” 

	DEFINITIONS 
	South Africa
	Technical
	Pest identification definition
	Provide clarity regarding the level of taxonomic identity (e.g. race where applicable)
	In some cases it is important to have a sub-specific level of taxonomic identification 

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS 
	South Africa
	Editorial
	Para 1, sentence 1
	[Replace “specified” with “regulated”]
	For consistency

	2. Content of Diagnostic Protocols
	South Africa
	Technical
	Para 1, Footnote, indent 3
	[Provide more detailed explanation of  the term “adequately validated” ]
	Give  clarity on the term, its too vague also give clarity on the  responsible party for validation

	2. Content of Diagnostic Protocols
	South Africa 
	Technical
	Para 1, Footnote, indent 3
	Delete “ …or that proper positive and negative controls are included.”
	Already implied under “adequately validated”

	3. Structure and Content of a Diagnostic Protocol
	South Africa
	Technical
	Add indent
	[“Glossary of scientific terminology” : All terminology related to the specific protocol]
	Meaning of certain scientific terms in protocol also need to be added to clarify terminology and acronyms used in relevant protocol

	3.1 Introduction
	South Africa
	Editorial
	Sentence
	[Replace “brief” with “relevant”]
	Not necessary brief  but  relevant  information needed should be provided 

	3.3 Detection
	South Africa
	Technical
	 Last indent
	[Sentence 2 must form an indent on its own]
	To emphasize importance of asymptomatic and latent infections

	3.3 Detection
	South Africa 
	Technical
	After previous last indent
	[Add indent: Sentence 1, 3.4 Detection: from para 6]
	To emphasize importance of asymptomatic and latent infections (same as above)

	3.3 Detection
	South Africa
	Technical
	After previous last indent
	[Add indent: When appropriate, include methods for testing the viability of the pest or any of its developmental stages] 
	Non-viable pests are considered not actionable therefore there is a need for record of viability of pest (see also 3.5)

	3.4 Identification
	South Africa
	Technical
	Para 2, sentence 1
	“…can be reliably used but other appropriate methods (e.g. molecular methods, host ranges etc.)…”  
	To include alternative methods 

	3.4 Identification
	South Africa
	Editorial
	Para 5
	[Replace “methodology” with “methodologies”]
	Grammar

	3.4 Identification
	South Africa 
	Technical
	Para 6
	Delete sentence 1 : see comment under 3.3
	

	3.5 Records
	South Africa
	Technical
	After last indent 
	[Add indent: Viability of the pest or any of its developmental stages]
	Non-viable pests are considered not actionable therefore need record of viability of pest 
……………………………………………….

Element to be taken into account when taking  decision following  diagnostic

	3.5 Records
	South Africa 
	Technical
	Para 2, sentence 2
	[Provide clarity of additional items and associated ISPMs]
	Greater clarity

	Appendix 1.  1. Production of Diagnostic Protocols
	South Africa
	Editorial
	Sentence 1
	Please clarify
	Confusing concepts

	Appendix 1.  2. Review of Existing Diagnostic Protocols
	South Africa
	Editorial
	Para 2, sentence 2
	“be at least as good as” replaced with “provide the same level of confidence as”
	Greater clarity

	Appendix 1.  2. Review of Existing Diagnostic Protocols
	South Africa 
	Editorial
	Para 2, sentence 2
	Replace “or” with “and”
	Greater clarity


