Canada’s Comments:  Proposed revision to Methyl Bromide (MB) Fumigation Schedule of Annex I of 

ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade.)
	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed change
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	CANADA
	Technical
	N/A
	N/A
	Canada notes that the IPPC (1997) in its preamble and Article I takes into account internationally approved principles governing the protection of plant, human and animal health, and the environment, and promotes appropriate measures for the control of pests.  In addition, Canada, as a Party to the Montreal Protocol of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone layer, encourages heat treatment rather than fumigation, where feasible.  Presently, the majority of the Canadian Industry uses heat treatment, not fumigation.
Canada is supportive of the proposed revision (with one specific comment provided below). Canada remains concerned that although the proposed change to the Methyl Bromide fumigation schedule is considered to be more effective than the existing schedule, as outlined, the Fast Track revision appears to be promoting the use of increased concentrations of Methyl Bromide for longer periods of time.  This concern could be better addressed at such time that the ISPM No. 15 is reviewed in its entirety. 
Canada’s support of the revised Methyl Bromide fumigation schedule of Annex 1 of ISPM No. 15 is not an indication that we are promoting the use of Methyl Bromide, we recognize the objective of this revision, and will continue to promote alternative measures applied to reduce the risk of pest spread associated with wood packaging.

In this regard, Canada submitted a proposal for a new appendix to ISPM 15, for consideration by the ICPM in August 2005.  The main of objective of the appendix would be to provide guidance regarding human health and safety issues, environmental concerns and quality assurance elements related to the fumigation process.

	Specific comments
	CANADA
	Technical
	First column, Temperature, last row… was 11ºC proposed schedule change to 10ºC
	To maintain the temperature as 11ºC or above
	In regards to the temperature schedules in the published compared to the proposed revised schedule, the minimum temperature given was originally 11ºC for the lowest range.  Standard temperature variations provided by commercial formulators of MB usually indicate that for each 5ºC reduction in temperature range from the 21ºC ideal temperature, augmentation of the amount of Methyl Bromide by 8g/m3 is required. This is based upon the physical properties of the gas at the various temperatures.  Unless the technical data supports the lowering of the temperature to 10ºC without an augmentation in amount of Methyl Bromide, the duration would have to be longer for the 10ºC temperature because the "tolerance interval" has changed.  Otherwise the temperature should remain as 11ºC.

Therefore, Canada proposes retaining the original 11ºC temperature shown in the schedule.


