Proposed amendment to Annex 1 of ISPM 15 – MBr fumigation

INDONESIA
Comments :
1. The existing and proposed tables indicate that monitoring is necessary at 4 time intervals. Normal practice is to monitor at 0.5 hr and at the end of the 24 hr treatment.

2. It is difficult to achieve the residual gas concentrations at the end of the 24 hr treatment given in the proposed revision, particularly if fumigation is carried out under tarpaulin sheet (which is commonly practiced in many countries) even though adequate safeguards have been put in place to ensure the gas-tightness of the enclosure. It is true that the load factors may affect the gas concentration inside the enclosure, but other factors such as the decomposition of the fumigant, sorption and adsorption may greatly reduce the concentration of the gas during the 24 hours of the gas exposure. 
3. While the proposed parameters in the schedule may be supported by scientific data, in practice it would be extremely difficult to achieve these parameters. The practical implementation of the schedule needs to be taken into account when evaluating research data.

Suggestion :

1. Send back the proposed amendment to the relevant Technical Panel for further evaluation.

2. Take into account the practical implementation of schedule to be proposed when evaluating scientific/research data.
4. Suggests that monitoring is not necessary at the 12 hr interval because most absorption occurs in the first 2 – 6 hrs.

5. Proposed that supporting text is necessary to describe how to use the table.

6. Proposes that additional text be included to ensure maximum efficacy of the treatment. The TPFQ (meeting draft 2005-06-09) has produced the following draft wording:

“It is recommended that the gas is circulated at the beginning of fumigation to achieve gas uniformity over the wood packaging material. The minimum standard provided assumes near-optimal conditions during the fumigation process. NPPO’s should consider increasing the initial dose rate or exposure time to compensate for the following:

· Wood packaging material temperature is less than the air temperature

· Fumigation undertaken under tarpaulin

· Available air space in fumigation chamber or tent is less than 20%

· Wood packaging material exceeds 200mm in minimum cross section

· Other wood properties or environmental conditions that reduce the level of available methyl bromide in all or part of the wood packaging material to below target levels”
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