Mr. N. A. Van der Graaff

Secretary

International Plant Protection Convention

Dear Mr.Van der Graaff:

In response to your letter (Ref PL 35/5), related to the proposed modification to the Methyl Bromide (MB) Fumigation Schedule contained in Annex I, Approved Measures Associated with Wood Packaging Material, of ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade) through the Fast Track Standard Setting Process, I communicate the following comments.

We agree with the need to approve the proposed change to the   Methyl Bromide (MB) Fumigation Schedule contained in Annex I, Approved Measures Associated with Wood Packaging Material, of ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade.) to eliminate at a probit 9 level all stages of the pine nematode, Bursaphelenchus xylophilus, specially because the change in the length of the exposition period to 24 hours, increases the efficiency of the treatment not disturbing the operational issues of the fumigation and even considering that this pest and its vector, the long horned beetle, belonging to the Monochamus genus, are not present  in South America.

Additionally it is necessary to point out that if the proposed fumigation schedule is approved, it should be necessary to clarify a substantial concern on its application.

Wood packaging material fumigated and marked under the currently applied treatment schedule approved in ISPM No. 15, has to be considered as validated with no need to be re-treated with MB or by HT, re-marked or certified. In case this condition is not fulfilled, significant disturbs could happen in international trade. That means that the application of this modification is not going to be applied with retroactive effect.

For this reason, if nothing in this safeguard could happen, we have no objection to its approval.

Best regards,

Humberto Almirati

Director ONPF Uruguay

