
Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2006
Draft ISPM: phytosanitary treatments for regulated pests
Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee
Please make sure that the cell "country name" is filled for each row of comments and contains the name of the country submitting the comments
	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	Australia 
	Technical
	
	
	It is not clear in the document currently as to what are “the criteria for adoption internationally”. If Section One of the standard is intended to be the criteria then almost any proposal could be argued to meet them, hence if something is rejected then there could be significant grounds for problems and challenges to decisions etc…  These criteria need to be clarified to indicate the basis which the evaluation is to be undertaken. The revised criteria could also provide some basis/guidance for persons (who are either part of the Technical Panel or an Expert providing advice to the Technical panel) undertaking evaluations.
Proposed changes are intended to address these concerns and better focus on the necessary information to support an effective evaluation by the Panel.

	Specific comments
	
	
	
	
	

	TITLE OF THE DRAFT
	
	
	
	
	

	INTRODUCTION
	
	
	
	
	

	SCOPE 
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Para 1 sentence 1
	..for use by National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOs)
	First use of abbreviation

	SCOPE 
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Para 2
	..and evaluation by the IPPC of a phytosanitary treatment
	clarity

	SCOPE 
	Australia 
	Technical
	Para 4 sentence 1
	The scope of this standard does not include issues related to pesticide registration or other internal requirements for approval of treatment measures (e.g. irradiation).
	Delete as outside scope of this standard and therefore irrelevant

	SCOPE 
	Australia 
	Technical/Substantive
	Para 4  sentence 1
	The scope of the standard does not include issues related to pesticide registration or other internal country specific requirements…
	Clarification of "internal requirements"

	REFERENCES 
	Australia 
	Editorial
	ISPM 5
	Publication date is 2006
	Latest version

	DEFINITIONS 
	
	
	
	
	

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS 
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Para 3 sentence 1
	National Plant Protection Organization (NPPOs)
	first use of text is in Scope and thus abbreviation

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS 
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Para 4 sentence 2
	After consideration and adoption
	The CPM needs to consider before it adopts 

	BACKGROUND
	Australia 
	Technical
	Paras 2 &3
	Article VII.I of the IPPC……technically justified (Article VII.2a of the IPPC, 1997).
	Delete para 2 & 3 as unnecessary

	BACKGROUND
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Para 4 sentence 1
	National Plant Protection Organization (NPPOs)
	Scope is first use of text and thus abbreviation

	BACKGROUND
	Australia 
	Technical 
	Insert new para after para 4
	The process for recognition of phytosanitary treatments includes:

· submission

· evaluation

· adoption

· publication
	Comprehension of the ISPM and background to entire ISPM 

	REQUIREMENTS
	Australia 
	Technical 
	All requirement sections
	Renumber present 1,2 and 3 as 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3
	

	New
	Australia 
	Technical
	Insert new heading and first section
	1.
Submissions 
1.1
Priorities

Factors for determining priorities include:

-
use of the phytosanitary treatment as an alternative treatment to methyl bromide

-
value/volume of trade affected by phytosanitary treatment

-
relevance and value to a standard under development requiring phytosanitary treatment(s)

-
frequency with which a phytosanitary treatment is linked to a trade issue (e.g. disputes or need for repeated bilateral discussions)

-
relevance and utility to developing countries

-
emergency need for the phytosanitary treatment

-
long term benefits of the phytosanitary treatment (e.g. chemicals likely to be banned or withdrawn would be low priority)

-
issues associated with deferring or rejecting the phytosanitary treatment

-
applicability to a wide range of commodities and pests.
	Insert section 1 of Appendix 1

	New 
	Australia 
	Technical 
	New section before current 1. Criteria for treatments
	1. General Principles and Requirements

1.1 Sovereign authority

Contracting parties have sovereign authority, in accordance with applicable international agreements, to apply phytosanitary measures to protect plant health within their territories and to determine their appropriate level of protection to plant health. A contracting party has sovereign authority to accept or not accept, as appropriate, an internationally recognized treatment (Article VII.1 of the IPPC, 1997). Therefore a contracting party is not obliged to adopt an internationally recognized treatment.
	To ensure sovereignty of NPPOs is recognised, based on ISPM 24.

	1.  Criteria for Treatments
	Australia 
	Technical
	Title; Body Text
	1. Criteria for Treatments Parameters for Submission (of Potential Phytosanitary Treatments)

	It is suggested that the title of this section should not use the word Criteria as the contents of the paragraph does not include any clear criteria (for adoption internationally), but some parameters or guidance on what can be submitted for consideration.

There is a need to clarify what the “criteria for adoption internationally” as this apparently the basis for evaluation indicated in Appendix 1. 

Criteria that could be considered are the requirements set out in paragraphs 2 & 3.

	1.  Criteria for Treatments
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Para 1 sentence 1
	cold, and controlled atmosphere
	Last item in list

	New subsection
	Australia 
	Technical
	Moving existing text to a new section
	2. Evaluation of submissions

Submissions will be considered by the Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments only when the information outlined in section 3 of ISPM No. - (Phytosanitary treatments for regulated pests) is complete.

The Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments will exercise due respect for confidentiality where sensitive information is provided by the applicant. Information regarded as being sensitive should be clearly indicated in the submission.
In evaluating submissions, the Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments will consider the following criteria:

-
the experience or expertise in the subject area of the laboratory, organization and/or scientist(s) involved in producing the data

-
whether the data was published. More weight may be given to data that was published in international peer-reviewed journals

-
the availability of experts to evaluate the phytosanitary treatment
-
whether researchers utilized a quality assurance or accreditation program in the development and/or testing of the phytosanitary treatment.
- that the data substantiates claims presented
Treatments will only be approved for the commodities and target species for which they were tested and for the conditions under which they were tested, unless data is presented to support extrapolation (e.g. to apply the treatment to a range of pest species or commodities). 

If the submission fails to meet the criteria for adoption internationally, the reason(s) will be communicated to the contact identified on the submission. There may be a recommendation to provide additional information or to initiate further work (e.g. research, field testing, analysis).
	Text from Appendix 1.  Highlight the entire process in the standard utilising existing text from the Appendix., picking up other comments made under Appendix 1

	2.  General Requirements for Phytosanitary Treatments
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Para 1 1st dash point sentence 2
	The level of efficacy of the treatment should be stated (quantified or expressed statistically with statistical descriptors).
	Any statement of efficacy should be expressed so as to include both a quantity and appropriate statistical descriptors relating to that quantity

	2.  General Requirements for Phytosanitary Treatments
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Para 1 2nd dash point sentence 1 
	…efficacy has been generated suing appropriate experimentation experimental procedures, including an appropriate experimental design.  
	Established international methodologies can/should also be statistically sound.

	2.  General Requirements for Phytosanitary Treatments
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Para 1 2nd dash point sentence 2
	…based on statistically sound methods and/or on established and accepted international practices….
	

	3.  Specific Requirements for Phytosanitary Treatments
	Australia 
	Technical
	Title 
	Specific Requirements for submitting and evaluating Phytosanitary Treatments
	Better descriptor

	3.1  Summary information
	Australia 
	Technical/Substantive
	4th dash point
	Description of the treatment (treatment type, commodity/regulated article, target pest…
	To reflect information contained in table in Annex 2

	3.2  Efficacy data in support of the submission of a phytosanitary treatment
	
	
	
	
	

	3.2.1  Efficacy data under laboratory/controlled conditions
	Australia 
	Technical
	Para 3 sentence 1
	Where possible, dData should be presented on methods….
	Descriptions of methods used to obtain data should always be supplied along with the results.

	3.2.1  Efficacy data under laboratory/controlled conditions
	Australia 
	Technical
	Para 3 sentence 3
	..extended (eg extending the range of temperatures). or the inclusion of other varieties.
	Covered under commodity/regulated article information – requires more qualification than given as an example.

	3.2.2  Efficacy data using operational conditions
	
	
	
	
	

	3.3  Information on commercial feasibility and applicability
	Australia 
	Technical
	Para 2 1st dash point
	…feasibility of carrying out the phytosanitary treatment particularly from the view point of developing country…
	Recognise needs of developing nations



	3.3  Information on commercial feasibility and applicability
	Australia 
	Technical
	Para 2 9th dash point
	- commercial relevance including affordability, commercial justification for product development and  maintenance.
	Recognise needs of developing nations

	New
	Australia 
	Technical
	Moving existing text to a new section
	3.
Adoption
The adoption process will include:

- if the TPPT finds the treatment meets the required criteria, it is recommended for consideration by the Standards Committee

- the Standards Committee then examines the proposal and initiates the consultation process

- the documentation supporting the proposal of the treatment should include the TPPT report and a summary of efficacy data and detailed documentation will be available on request from the IPPC Secretariat

- the SC considers the comments on the proposed treatment

- the CPM considers the SC recommendations and may/may not adopt the treatment
	Highlight the entire process in the standard utilising existing text from the Appendix.

	4.  Evaluation and Publication of Phytosanitary Treatments 
	Australia 
	Technical
	Title and para
	Retitle Publication Evauluation and Publication of Phytosanitary Treatments
The Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments will prioritize and evaluate the submissions for their suitability (see Appendix 1). After adoption by the CPM, …
	Retitle and delete 1st sentence of para

	Annex 1 Approved phytosanitary treatments
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Footnote
	Delete
	Not noted in adopted standards – see ISPM 26

	Annex 2 Information required for submission of a phytosanitary treatment
	Australia 
	Substantive/Technical
	Table 
	Insert Treatment before schedule
	It is a defined term

	Annex 2 Information required for submission of a phytosanitary treatment
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Third row
	… submission of the treatment (contact person):
	closing bracket missing before colon

	Annex 2 Information required for submission of a phytosanitary treatment
	Australia 
	Editorial
	Footnote
	Delete
	Not noted in adopted standards – see ISPM 26

	Appendix 1 Criteria for prioritizing and evaluating submitted information on phytosanitary treatments
	Australia 
	Technical
	
	Delete Appendix
	

	Appendix 1 Criteria for prioritizing and evaluating submitted information on phytosanitary treatments
	Australia 
	Editorial
	2. Evaluation of submissions Para 2

Insert new sentence at end of para
	Information regarded as being sensitive should be clearly indicated in the submission.
	The Technical Panel should be made aware of what data is confidential. 

	Appendix 1 Criteria for prioritizing and evaluating submitted information on phytosanitary treatments
	Australia 
	Technical
	2 Evaluation of submissions

para 3 possible new dash point
	- that the data substantiates claims presented
	claims for the proposed phytosanitary measure need to be substantiated

	Appendix 1 Criteria for prioritizing and evaluating submitted information on phytosanitary treatments
	Australia 
	Technical
	2 Evaluation of submissions
Para 4
	Treatments will only be approved for the commodities and target species for which they were tested and for the conditions under which they were tested………
	Approval does not extend beyond the purpose for which data/information has presented and evaluated.

	Appendix 1 Criteria for prioritizing and evaluating submitted information on phytosanitary treatments
	Australia 
	Editorial
	New text after title

Footnote 
	Insert immediately under title This appendix is for reference purposes only and is not a prescriptive part of the standard

Delete footnote
	See ISPM 26



